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T © THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 1 8 


THE LORD CAMBDEN. 


My LORD, 


Muſt not make any Apo- 
logy for claiming your 
Loordſhip's Patronage for the 
following Work. It is a Claim 
of Right. The Spirit of it is 
your own. I caught it by 
long and cloſe Attention to 
your Lordſhip; and now that 
it is let looſe into the World, 
it naturally flies back to its 
5 A 4 Parent 


Eee. ůů ů —— 
———— — 


1 — 


DEDICATION. 
Parent for Protection. If I 
have been ſo happy as to 

make the Body worthy of 
ſuch a Spirit, that is all the 
Merit I pretend to. 


lam, with Attachment and Reſpect, 


My LORD, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt humble 


and moſt obedient Servant, 


CHARLES JOHNSTON. 


* 17, 1774. 


PREFACE. 


IN. this enlightened age, when 


men judge intuitively of all 
things, it may not be improper to 


ſay a few words concerning the 


following work, if only to ſave 
critical ſagacity from the misfortune. 


of being led aſtray by the title. 


In the Hiſtory of the Prince of 
Betlis, there is not: one ſoft ſcene 
of love, one ſentiment of looſe 
deſire. Outrageous Virtue is never 
gratified with anecdotes of private. 
Scandal; nor Licentiouſneſs flattered 
with-the ſacred name of Liberty. ; 

2 5 f 5 It 


WE ERBFACE:' 

It muſt not, though, be concluded 
from hence, that Arſaces is a mere 
moraliſt, or held up as a pattern of 
perfection, a monſter which Nature 
never formed. He is drawn as he 
was, with all his faults upon his 
head, ſubje to the power; but not 
the ſlave of Paſſion ; and ſpeaks with 
freedom the ſentiments ſuggeſted by 
the occaſion, whether gay or gra ve, 
of reprehenſion or applauſe. 


To wipe off the falſe colourings 
of Prejudice, and ſnew Truth in her 
native purity, 1s the writer's aim. 
How he has ſucceeded, is not for 
him to ſay. There is, at leaſt, ſome 
merit in the attempt, and upon that 
he humbly reſts his fate. 


Amid 


P R E F A C E. ix 


Amid the variety of incidents, 


with which our hero's life was filled, 
the learned reader may probably not 
be diſpleaſed to find ſome curious 

| points of hiſtory brought to light, 
which have too long lain in unde- 
ſerved obſcurity : Nor will he be 

| | offended at the writer's not having 
| paid more minute attention to the 


manners of the times and countries, 
in which the various ſcenes of his 
work are laid. He has endeavoured 
PL to draw the univerſal manners of 
Nature, which ſuit all elimes and 
ages. Greater particularity would 


have been only pedantry. 
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SECTION I. 


S Temugin was riding through his 
army, on the morning after his 
victory over Mohammed had added the 
mighty empire of Khouareſm to his bound- 
leſs conqueſts, he obſerved, - among the 
captives of the war, a youth juſt ſinking 
under a double weight of chains, while the 
dignity of conſcious virtue ſhone through 
his diſtreſs, and ſhewed a ſoul Es to 
misfortune. 
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2 The HisvorYy of ARSacts, 
Temugin was ſtruck with the ſight; and 
calling to the leader of the band, Which 
guarded the captives, enquired who that 
youth was, and how he had merited ſuch 
ſeverity. 
© Lord of the Earth, anſwered. the fol- 
dier, © this ſlave deſerveth every cruelty 
© which can be inflicted on him. He it 
„was, who yeſter evening ſlew the valiant 
*:Togrul; and by his obſtinate reſiſtance, 
'© for ſome time delayed the victory, which 
* crowned your arms. 
Say rather, returned the captive, with 
a look and accent of indignant contempt, 
that I ſupported faithfully the cauſe in 
which I fought; and diſdaining life, 
© © without its greateſt Bleſſing, liberty, 
© ſtrove, though alas! in vain, to loſe both 
honourably together. f 
The manner in which the captive ſpoke 
theſe words, heightened the favourable im- 
preſſion which his appearance had before 
made upon the heart of Temugin. Take 
off his chains, ſaid he, and lead him 
to my tent: I will examine him more 
Be particularly, when I ſhall be at Hotrer” 
95 leiſure. Fen 


The 


Prince of BerTL1s, » 


The foldier inſtantly obeyed ; and the 


captive, proſtrating himſelf before the em- 


| Peror, expreſſed his gratitude for a favour, 


* which darted a ray of hope through the 


gloom of his preſent ſituation, 

Other cares prevented Temugin from 
thinking more of this adventure for the 
remainder of that day; but when he re- 
tired in the evening to reſt, the idea of 
the captive recurred to his mind, and took 
| ſuch ſtrong poſſeſſion of it, as to forbid 
every approach of ſleep. Calling there- 
fore one of 'the eunuchs, who watched at 


the entrance of his tent, he commanded 


him to order his attendance. 


As ſoon as the captive entered, Lhave | 


© ſent for thee,” faid the emperor, * to 

learn the ſtory of thy life. What is thy 
country, thy lineage, and thy name? And 
© by what actions haſt thou ſupported the 


© ſentiments; which I have heard thee utter 


„with ſuch energy? Ariſe! ſpeak the 


words of truth, and expect a candid 


* hearing,” BE, 
Conqueror of the World, anſwered 
the captive, as he aroſe from the empe- 
ror's feet, the incidents of a life of mis- 
* fortune will afford but little entertain- 
| B 2 ment, 


| 
| 
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ment, to one who is aiſed above the 
_ © reach of ſuch himſelf; as they cannot 
© intereſt a ſympathetic on Sh 
No ſtate,' interrupted the emperor, ig 
. exempt from the common lot of huma- 
' © nity: nor is he capable of enjoying happi- 
neſs himſelf, who is inſenſible to >the tut: 


'-< ferings of another. 


The captive replied not; but ſeating c 

. himſelf on the ground, at the foot of the e His 
emperor's couch, began in theſe words. „his 
1 wb 

SECTION II. For 

N f £ 

Mx name is Selim. I come from the no! 
Valley of Amoim, in Arabia the Happy; err 
© where the wiſdom and virtues of Abudah, blk 
my father, procured him, in a private he 
* ſtation, a reſpect more ſincere, than that Cre 
which is uſually paid to wealth and power. tio 
Much had he read, and thought till ob 
more. He had allo travelled through to 
many nations; and, by a compariſon of | ” 
Wi 


* their manners, diſpelled the prejudices 
which too often ſpread a cloud over a a 
contracted ſphere. 

But he was ſtopped i in his punſtit off 
knowledge, by the nearer duties of do- 
meſtic life. The cultivation of his mind 

| t 1 had 


* 


© contempt, the miſtaken, imperfect hap- 


„wife into his boſom. 


© of a wife. 


will obtrude through all reſtraint. 


mugin, by making an excuſe. for virtue. 


e , 
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PRINCE of Bzruis 5. 
had refined, not extinguiſhed the paſſions | 
of nature. He viewed in a light of juſt 


* pineſs of celibacy; and, in obedience to : 
* the firſt purpoſe of his Creation, took a 


© Heaven ſeemed at firſt to Glade upon 
his marriage-bed; but the bloſſoms of 

© his hope were ſoon blaſted ; the hour 
which gave him a ſon, depriving him 


0 Severely as he felt this loſs, he ſunk 
not under it. Reaſon ſucceeded the firſt - 
emotions of nature; and his piety trem- 
bled at the apprehenſion of offending - 
heaven, by repining at its irreſiſtible de- 
crees—Pardon, gracious lord, this men- 
tion of a father, to whom life 5 my leaft : 
obligation. It is a neceſſary introduction 
to the ſtory of my misfortunes. It is a 
tribute to his memory, which Nature 


* Diſgrace not reaſon, anſwered Te- 
Duty to a father, as it is the foundation, | 
ſo alſo is it the beſt aſſurance of loyalty to 
a ſovereign, © A good fon cannot bea bad 


N 


daually inured to the viciſſitudes of the 
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The love,” reſumed the captive, wip- 
ing away the pious tear which trickled 
down his cheek, * which Abudah had felt 
for his wife, was transferred to her 
* wretched orphan, and doubled the force 
* of paternal affection. As ſoon. as he 
© had paid the laſt debt of humanity to her 
beloved remains, he laid me in his boſom, 
* and turned his ſteps home to his native 
land, where his tenderneſs well ſupplicd 
dhe loſs had ſuſtained. | 
His firſt care was to lay a foundation 

* for that health, which is neceſſary for the 
« enjoyment of life, and the performance of 
all its duties. He taught me to feel no 
wants but thoſe of nature, whoſe inevita- 
ble imbecilities were not aggravated, by 
injudicious fondneſs. Hunger ſweetened 
the moſt ſimple fare; and exerciſe made 
me find refreſhment in ſleep, which was 
never allured by luxury, nor indulged to 
© enervating exceſs ; while my body, gra- 


ſeaſons, required not the voluptuous in. 
* cumbrance of cloathing to ſcreen it from 
* the ſevereſt inclemencies of weather. My 
© food was vegetables. I drank of the 
© brook : and I wore no cloaths but baren 


* what the laws of ee demanded. a 
8 . a 
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PRINCE of BETL15. 7 
Vet, intent as he was on eſtabliſhing my 
© health, his care was not confined to that 
alone. As ſoon as the firſt dawn of reaſon 
0 began to enlighten my mind, he diretet 
my thoughts to ſuch objects as neceſſarily 
led to wiſdom and virtue. He imprinted- 
upon my ſoul a juſt ſenſe of the obedi- 
| * ence which I owed: to the Author of my 
| © being, by explaining to me my depend- 
* ance on him. He taught me to-read the 
| * ſacred proofs of his wiſdom, his. goodneſs, 
and his power, in the tremendous volume 
* of his works. The ſtars of heaven 
© ſhewed me the glory of their Maker. 
The ſun by day, and the moon by night, 
| © bore witneſs to his power. My. foul was: 
| © humbled before the Lord of the Univerſe, 
and adored the goodneſs which inceſſantly- 

* ſupports the creatures of his hand, 
As the life of man is deſigned for 
action, he would ſay, all knowledge | 
| © which leadeth not to the practice of vir- 1 
tue, is but vanity.” —* While my mind | 
| © therefore was expanded. by theſe ſublime 
* ſpeculations, he explained, ta. me. the 
| © principles and reaſon of every duty of ſo- 
cial and civil life; proving that obedienee, 
* which ariſeth not from conviction of the 
Mee and neeeſſary obligation of a law, | 
B F - . 
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© has no more real merit, than the habitual 
© ſervility of a brute animal. | 

He then unfolded to me the compli- 
© cated relations in which man ſtands to 
man, both as an individual, and as a 
member of a community; and from them 
* deduced all the various duties of either 
tate. The higheſt degree of perfec- 
tion, would he frequently fay, © to 
% which the human nature can ariſe, con- 
e fiſteth in the imitation of the divine, 
Which is poſſible only in benevolence; 
« and conſtitutes the eſſence of all the 
“ moral, ſocial, and civil virtues, however 
« varied in their appearances, . in the va- 
<« rjous circumſtances and connections of 
life, from the peaſant in the field, to the 
prince upon his throne.” 

The example of his actions enforced 
the precepts of his wiſdom, and led me 
© inſenſibly to practiſe the virtues he incul- 
* cated, as riſing years afforded ability. -1 
* ſuffered hunger to feed the hungry; the 
feeble and aged found a ſupport in the 
* ſtrength of my youth; and I ruſhed into 
danger to reſcue the diſtreſſed, e. 

Nor were his inſtructions limited to 
the narrow ſphere of our private ſtation, 


* As the Powers of my mind became a0 
* b e 


Fainct of BerTrtits.'t ©& 
| © ble of more extended exertion, he raiſed. 
© my view to higher ſcenes. He traced 
government to its origin in the general 
welfare and happineſs of mankind, the 
- © ſource, from which ultimately and equally 
| © flow the different, but reciprocal duties of 
| © ſubjeftion and command; and. reconciled 
| © their apparent oppoſitions, on the uner- 
© ring principles of reaſon. 

„The avidity with which he ſaw my 
& ſoul imbibe the inſtruction of his words, 
| © made him happy. © Power, my ſon,” 
he would fay, the tear of paternal tender- 
© neſs and pride gliſſening in his eye, © was 
| * originally conferred as a reward of ſupe- 
„ rior merit and virtue; and ſtill the hand 


4 of heaven doth often moſt unexpectedly - . 


< raiſe from the cottage to the throne, the 
man who is found worthy to govern. It 
4 is a duty, therefore, to qualify ourſelves +. 
© to fill properly whatever ſtation. is ap- 
pointed for us.” 
In the-pleaſing illuſion of theſe fond 

* refleCtions, he unfolded to me the ordi- 
* nances of peace, he taught me the arts, 
Aland inured me to the toils of war. That 
* general happineſs,” he ſaid, which was. 
©® the cauſe, and ſhould be the invariable 
Laim of ſovereign power, can be en 3 6 
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&« only in the ſhade of public tranquillity, 
« the cultivation of which, therefore, as it 
« is the firſt duty, fo is it the true glory of 
* a prince. But then, as the follies and 
« vices of mankind make it impoſſible 
always to maintain that moſt deſirable 
« ſtate, it is alſo indiſpenſibly neceſlary for 
«him to be able to repel injuſtice, and aſ- 
« ſert his rights by war; of which, however, 
as theſe are the only juſt motives, ſo 
< when they are accompliſhed, he ſhould 
never let revenge, avarice, or a-paſſion 
« for falſe glory, inflamed by the deceitful 
« ſmiles of ſucceſs, urge him to purſue it 
© farther. He ſhould never forget that 
his foes are his fellow- creatures; that 
„ his very victories are purchaſed with the 
e jnevitable miſeries of his own ſubjets” 
— But whither do I fondly. run? Why 
© ſhould I repeat the maxims of an humble 
minded recluſe to the Conqueror of the, 
world? 

Proceed, anſwered the emperor, 1 
am attentive to thy words. The ſenti- 
ments of thy father were ſuited to his 


1 80 ſtation. Had he been a ſovereign he 


4 would have es otherwiſe,” . 
. SEC- 


N ſeries I have ſuffered lince. 
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MV mind: had 3 the 1 of 


my father, eontinued the captive, with- 


out difficulty or doubt, while he explain- 
ed the duties of life upon the principles 


of reaſon, and truth; but when he de- 
| ſcended from them to the practice of 


© mankind, when he came to ſpeak of the 
cauſes, and conſequences of war, the 


| © ſcene was changed, I loſt the awe of di- 
vine juſtice, which had led me hitherto ;. 
and wandered in the perplexing labyrinth. 


of human life. I ſaw nothing but contra--. 


* dictions in the ways of man. All profeſſed: 
to ſeek happineſs, but wilfully turned 


a 8 ftom the paths which led directly to- 
it. All profeſſed virtue, but practiſed 


vice. 


Falſe ſhame, (ſhould. F not rather call 
it pride!) would. not permit me to diſcloſe 
* the difficulties in which I was entangled, 
© to my father. I thought I could ſtruggle. 


| * through them, by the ſtrength of my own 
mind, without betraying my weakneſs, 


by having recourſe to his aſſiſtance. A 
* preſumption juſtly puniſhed by all the mi- 


| «.Deſtitute. = 


* " 
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« Deſtitute thus of the guide, who had 
6 always led my ſteps in ſafety, I attempted 
® in vain to grope my way through the 
* darkneſs with which I was enveloped on 
* every ſide, I attempted to trace conſe- 
<. quences to their cauſes ; but the attempt 
* ſtill left me in greater uncertainty. -I ſaw 
vice triumphant! I ſaw virtue depreſſed! 
© I was utterly at a loſs to know whence 
* this could proceed. If from good, why 
© was the contrary preſcribed ? If from 
evil, why was it permitted? My mind 
was perplexed with many doubts. I at- 
* tempted to meaſure the ways of heaven 
© with the line of human reaſon, but it was 
too ſhort; and the more I thought of the 
©* ſubject, I was only perplexed the more; 
inſomuch, that I was at ſometimes almoſt 
_ * tempted to doubt, whether virtue and 
vice differed more than in name! Whe- 
ther heaven really interfered in the go- 
vernment of the world, or elt it merely 
to chance. (> 
As I fat one evening, on the bank of 
$ the rivulet which runs through the vale 
© of -Amoim, wrapt in theſe ſpeculations, 
my ſenſes were ſuddenly overwhelmed. 
with ſleep, and I ſaw, as in a viſion, a 


| Being, ſuch as the celeſtial ſpirits who 
1 eie 
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PRINCE NF BET LIS. 13 
c watch over the actions of mankind, are 
© repreſented to be, ſtanding beſide me. 
Regarding me for ſome time, with a 
look of reprehenſion ſoftened by pity, 
« Son of Abudah,” methought he ſaid, in 
© a voice which thrilled my ſoul, © thy un- 
« happineſs is beheld with compaſſion. I 
* come to put a ſtop to reſearches, which, 
« if purſued too far, would over-run reaſon. 
| © Thy knowledge is only ſpeculative. 
| « Thou ſeeſt man, but as in a mirrour ; 
and doſt thou attempt to inveſtigate all | 
„ the myſteries. of his nature! Vain pre- 
« ſumption! Firſt look into real life; nor 
« pretend to judge of the ſubſtance from 
I the ſhadow.” —Saying this he vaniſhed 
from my fight; and at that inſtant J 
. * awoke. 
At was ſome moments beſos I recovered 
from the extatick awe with which this 
| © viſion ſtruck me. Starting up at length, 
and continuing the illuſion of 1 imagina- 
| © tion, I looked eagerly around for my kind 
* inſtructor; and could hardly believe that 
| * Thad ſeen him only in a dream. | 
Nor did the diſcovery put an end to 
| * that illuſion. I conſidered the words of 
* my father, that heaven often opens its 
| © will in the viſions of ſleep, when the 
« foul, 


— 2900 ae. — T— — 
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< ſoul, freed from the clogs of ſenſe, is 
* more capable of entering into intercourſe 
« with the ſpirituat beings, which con- 
< tinually ſurround us, though impercepti- 
« ble to corporeal ſight.” — And I looked 
* upon the reverential awe, with which [ 
© had been over- powered, as an ineonteſti- 
© ble proof, that the being, I had ſeen, 
was my better angel, ſent to me with a 
© command from heaven, to which it was 

my duty to pay PEN; and: inſtant 


© obedience. Ex 
But this obedience was attended with il « 
© difficulties of the weightieſt nature, Mil © 
Againſt the wilk of my father, I was 
* ſenſible that it would be i impious to be- 4 

© gin, in vain to expect ſucceſs in any un- 
* dertaking: And the anxiety he always Cy 
« ſhewed; if the ardour of the chace, or Gr 
any other accident. detained me out of *1 
© his ſight, only a few minutes longes than 2 

© he expected; left me no room for hope, 

that he would: conſent to my plunging Wi ©! 
thus alone, into the difficulties and dan- 8 
gers of the world: I 
In a cooler moment, this reflection 1 
«would have been ſufficient to deter me 
from any attempt: but my ſoul was now *«c 
Dan fire; and inclination, co-operating with * 


'* the 


Ly 
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the power of imagination, proved too 
urſe BW ſtrong for reaſon. I thought I only pre- 
con- « ferred the ſuperior duty expreſsly com- 
epti- Wl © manded by heaven, when I reſolved to. 
ed « leave my father's houſe that very night, 
ch; (and launch into the boundleſs ocean of 
eſti- life, without giving him any notice of my 
cen, Wl © deſign; an expedient, by which I flat- 
tha © tered myſelf, that, by avoiding an expreſs 
was WW © inhibition, I evaded the crime of direct 
tant © diſobedience, never remembring the 

maxims invariably inculcated by him, 
vith that candour is of the eſſence of every 
ure, “ virtue;” and that “ no good, in the end 
Was « propoſed, can juſtify any evil in the 
be- means made uſe of to attain it.” 
un- Vain as this evaſion was, it ſilenced alt 
ys my ſeruples; and J attended the call of 
or my father to our evening's repaſt, with a 
of © ſerenity in my looks, which my heart 
nan * was far from feeling. 
Pe, But my foul ſoon ſhrunk back fs 
ing * ſuch deceit, and I dared not to meet his 


eye, or return with equal warmth the 
kiſs of love, with which he ſealed his 
| © benediftion, when he diſmiſſed me, as 
| © he fondly hoped to reſt. Inauſpicious 
* omen! Alas, too ſtrictly fulfilled by the 
* unhappy event. Oh! where was then 

. mx 


HFaving but few wants, I required little 
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my guardian angel? Why had not my 
« ſoul ſome preſage, that this kiſs. would 
a pe the laſt, with which I ſhould ever be 
© bleſſed by him! That thought would 
© have opened my eyes; and brought me 
© back to reaſon, - and to virtue. 
A flood of tears here choaked the ut: 
terance of Selim. He hung down his 
head, and, ſobbing aloud, gave vent to the 
grief, with which the recital of this un- 
happy event had over-charged his heart; 
while Temugin, kindly ſympathizing with 


him, interrupted not the pious offering of 
Klial "OY and affection. 


"SECTION 1. 


| NATURE « at 3 . h 
this indulgence; the captive thus continued: 


preparation for my intended expedition, 
As ſoon as my father retired into his own 
© tent to reſt, I girded on the ſabre, and, 
© mounting the horſe, which he had pro- 
© vided for me to learn the exerciſes of 
© war, departed. without having ſo much 
© as conſidered whither I INOS direct «x 
. 1 8 N | 


PRINCE of BIrLIs. 17 
© But my infatuation was too ſtrong to 


I permit my attending to any thing, be- 
HER: ſide compleating my eſcape. I therefore 
ola i travelled forward during the whole night, 
mw without beſtowing one thought on the 
| folly and danger of ſuch an undetermined 
1 E ſtate; or ſtopping even for a moment, 
nis a the appearance of day reminded me 
the! of the duties of religion, when alighting 
wii from my horſe, and ſprinkling my face' 
art. with an handful of ſand, for I had no 
Ws water to perform the ablation, J offered 


© up the prayers of the morning.“ Break 

not your narrative thus, by enumerating 

W the performance of religious duties, in- 
terrupted Temugin; We will ſuppoſe 

them always regularly performed.” The 
captive bowed his head in obedience, and 
proceeded. | 
The facred awe, which always accom- 

* panies acts of devotion, ſtilled, for ſome 

moments, the tumult in my mind, and 

* turned my thoughts in upon myſelf. I 


5 * ſtarted at the firſt glimpſe of my fitua- | 
of © tion, which now began to open upon me. 


© Idared not to look back; and before me 
all was darkneſs and diſmay. 
* I pauſed to conſider how I ſhould pro- 
| ' ceed; but before 1 could determine upon 
[+ = any 
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any thing, the power of determining for 
* mylelf was taken from me. A troop of 
© Bedouins ruſhed from the covert of ſome 
| © trees, near to which I had ſtopped, and, 
© ſeized me as I lay proftrate oh the earth. 
All the horrors of my ſituation in- 

: ſtantly aroſe to my view. The more 
than brutal ignorance and barbarity of 
« thoſe lawleſs ravagers, of which I had 
© heard too many melancholy inſtances, 
left me but little hope of favour at their 
© hands. However, in the inſtinctive im- 
pulſe of ſelf. preſer vation, 1 threw myſelf 
at the feet of their leader, and, embracing 
his knees, conjured him to take compal- 
ſion on my youth, and ſuffer me to return 
© to an aged father, whoſe grey hairs the 
© loſs of his only ſon would otherwiſe 
6 bring with ſorrow to the grave. 
But I prayed to the winds. - Inſtead of 
© being moved by my intreaties, the ruffian 

_ © ſpurned me from him with his foot; and 
 * nodding to his followers, they inſtantly 
* bound my arms, and putting me on my 
© horſe, led me away with them. 
What I now felt, at the thought of 
: being thus torn, probably for ever, from 
the arms of my father, ſuggeſted to me 


the 6 his foul, on miſſing me 
| B+. chat 
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op of that morning. I ſaw, tho too late, my 
ſome crime in its proper colours; I owned the 
and « juſtice of heaven, in my own fate; and 
only grieved for the unhappineſs with 
2 in- which 1 had overwhelmed him. 

more © But I was not ſuffered to indulge ſuch 
c refleftions. The rapidity, with which 
© the ravagers hurried me along, kept my 
* fpirits in involuntary motion; and the 
"© novelty of their manners excited a curio- 
im * fity, which in ſome degree diverted my + 


yſcle attention from my own diſtreſs. 

eing * On a diviſion of the captives of the 
paſ- i © expedition, J fell to the lot of the leader 
turn + of the: troop, by whom I was appointed 


* ta the loweſt offices in his ſqualid Seco- 


wile | * nomy. But I repined- not. I remem- 
| * bered the words of the prophet, that 
1of WF © the days of man are numbered; and the 
nan * events of his life written on the table, 
55 * which ftandeth before the throne of 
tly God, from the beginning of the world.” 
ny | therefore humbled myſelf before 


© heaven ; - and ſubmitted, without mur- 

* muring, to its deerees. | 
Nor did this reſignation, to the divine 
3 will, paſs without reward. It was taken 
by my maſter for a willing acquieſcence 
5 under his authority; and in a ſhort time 
| gained 
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me 
gained me his good opinion fo far, that 8 
| © he ſet me over the other ſlaves of his 


* 6 ex 
X noulnold. IDE Sr = | 
| "I | th 


' SECTION v. 


* THE firſt uſe which 1 ads of my 
© new authority, was to lighten the yoke 
© of bondage upon my. fellow-captives. 
© They received fufficient ſuſtenance; their 
_ © labours were ſuited to their ſtrength and 
(capacities; and their fouls were not 
© wounded by — zaun or re- 

N 

The conſequence wan juſtified t this 
conduct. The work of our maſter was 
| performed to his ſatisfaction; and he 
* ſlept in ſafety among ſlaves, who had 
© no cauſe to wiſh him evil. | | 

But J was far from enjoying ſuch kappi 
© neſs as they ſeemed to feel at this change 
© of their condition, My ſoul, impreſſed 
© with the deepeſt ſenſe of piety and virtue, 
was ſhocked at ſuch an abſence of both, 
© as degraded man below the level of the 
© brutes which periſh; and I trembled with 
fear, that the force of example might 
© infe&t my heart, and ſink me down. to 
5 © their degenerated. ſtate. Moral virtue 
5 *% 5; eee 


* » * 
o * 0 * 
2 * {& a Chery, * my.” 
- * 2 
A . 8 1 . * WS 2% « $363 
> nr . * 12 7 bo; * £ * LY 64 "Foy 3 3 
* 5 e een 63 0ST s 
I YO " n CE » 
REN 8 8 ; 
4 5 AI #2 h 1 


PRINCE of BLI. 2 
and religion, my father had often and 
© moſt earneſtly inculcated to me, are fo 
« eſſentially connected, that the one cannot 
& exiſt without the other. Of the truth of 
this maxim I had abundant Proof i in my 
preſent ſituation. 

As the revelations of the ins will, 
vouchſafed as guides to reaſon in mat- 
ters above the inveſtigation of its own 
powers, were either utterly unknown, or 
at leaſt ſo corrupted as to bear no reſem- 
blance to the ſacred originals; ſo were 


Hat 
his 


and the very rules of conduct, and mutual 
not intercourſe invariably imprinted by the 
re. hand of Nature on the human heart, for 
8 the moſt part effaced among them. Their 
this knowledge of a Deity was uncertain, and 
Was debaſed with notions contradictory to 
he thoſe principles of his eſſence, which 
had open themſelves to reaſon in its firſt 
. efforts. For beneficence or gratitude 
Pi- they had not even a name; and juſtice 
nge vas no farther known or regarded by 
ied them, than as it ſerved the convenience 
ue, of preſerving their reſpective property, 
th, Hand having that recourſe to force among 
the themſelves, by which all their diſagree- 
th ments with others were decided. _- 
git ll Though 
tO 4 
tue 


 * firſt ſmile of complacency they had er 
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[ut Though the horrors inſeparable from 
flavery were aggravated an hundred fold 
under ſuch maſters, I never loſt hope; 
< nor ſlackened my afliduity in the execu 
© tion of the truſt committed to me. 
will do my duty,” ſaid I, whenever de 
© ſpair began to ſteal upon me, © and de 
„ pend upon the juſtice of Heaven.” 
© reſolution which, by keeping my-thought 
employed, prevented them from brood 
Ling over my own unhappineſs, and then 
by enabled me to ſupport its weight. 
The effects of my management ſo 
© became too evident to remain unnoticed 
though my maſter, who held it beneal 
bim to look ſo low, was the laſt to pe 
© ceive the change. Awakened at leng 
from his inattention, he gazed arounf 
him in ſtupid amazement; and, enquirin 
© the cauſe of what he jaw, opened h 
eyes and mouth into a broad ſtare, whi 
J explained the reaſons, and inſtance 
“the advantages of my conduct; th 
< awkwardly relaxing his features into ti 


felt, expreſſed ſomething Ks approk 
"IM. "> 
Nor did he ſtop here. He repreſent 


me in ſo favourable a NO to the er” 
BPR thi 
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that, looking upon me as one of them- 
ſelves, they admitted me to accompany 
them in their excurſions for prey; an 
honour never before conferred upon a 


5 90 captive. 
* SECTION VI 
wy | + THOUGH ſuch a courſe of life was 
there equally contrary to the principles inſtilled 
Y into me by my father, and to the diſpo- 
WO ſition of my own heart, the hope of one 
og day regaining my liberty, and returning 
enen him, which it ſeemed to open to me, 
0 poll outweighed every other conſideration, 
leng and ſtrengthened my hand on ſeveral 
occaſions in ſuch a manner as gained the 
ow pprobation of my new companions. 
wn WW © I had not been long in this ſtate, when, 
ed U in one of our expeditions, we happened 
vu eo fall in with a caravan, ſo numerous and 
laue. well provided for defence, that it appear- 
ed madneſs in us to attack them. 
% U © But the proſpect of rich plunder over- 
d ei balanced every thought of danger; and 


we fell upon them with the fury of wild 
beaſts enraged by hunger, rather than 


like human Creatures. | 
IF | | « The 
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The event was ſuch as the raſhneſs 
the attempt deſerved ; and we were re 
© pulſed with the loſs of more than yur 0 
number. 
As I was not blinded by BY fare Dal 
4. fjons with the reſt of our troop, I ha 
| © preſence of mind to effect our retrea 
after they had all given up every hope 
; < it; the importance of which ſervice rail 
A © me ſo high in their. opinion, that the 
leader being among the ſlain, ey col 
* ferred his poſt upon me. 
This ſeeming honour only added am 
iety to additional fatigue ;. for as th: 
© pay implicit obedience to the orders 
_ * their leader, during their excurſions, 
care of conducting which is thron 
* entirely upon him, ſo every failure 
ſucceſs is imputed to him as a crim 
and expoſes him to worſe than brut 
* ee e os 
Fut the faſcination of cominand! mal 
me blind to every objection; and 
entered upon my new office with all tit 
5 eagerneſs of inexperience, encouragill 
© myſelf with this reflection, that at at 
© rate it was better to rule than to ſen 
* ſuch ſavages: and that I ſhould have 


ein my power to direct their motions 
. 6 the 


\ 


4 imagination. 
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the way: moſt faqureblc to my eſcaping 
from them. 


As Ia as 3 of the 


plunder fat heavier upon the ſurvivors 


than the loſs of their fellows, I conſidered 
«whether it might not ſtill be poſſible to 
* compaſs, by ſtratagem; what we had 
* failed of by: force; and revolving, in' my 


mind various ſchemes, I at length hit 


upon one, Which proved ſucceſsful. 


For ſome days after our defeat, we 
© hovered about the caravan, unable to 


( bear the thought of quitting it, and 
giving up our hopes, though we could 
< ſee-no proſpect of obtaining them. 


Having advanced thus a conſiderable 
6 way into the deſart, a ſtrong wind aroſe 
one morning; juſt after the caravan had 


begun to march. This incident inſtantly 
* ſuggeſted to me, what I had hitherto 
* wearied my thoughts in fruitleſs ſearch of. 


* Drawing our people out in a ſingle line, 
at ſome/interval from each other, I led 


them above the caravan, in the wind; 


and galloping rapidly along, we raiſed a 


cloud of ſand, which the wind poured 


* down upon them 1 in a torrent l to 


Vor. I. bog I « As 


<< taking a ſilfficient compaſs, to avoid in. 


line, as the laſt begun to mov .* |; 


_ © cluding, from the manner in which I had 


tc to which the inequality of numbers un- 


= * which had never known n before; 
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As ſoon as I had reached the end of 


. the caravan, in this manner, I turned off 
with the foremoſt of my followers, and 


*< commoding our 'own men, F was time 
enough back in tlie rear, to continue "tlic 


* Having repeated this, as bag as 1 
thought it poſſible for human nature to 
"© ſupport it, we attacked them in the 
*< midſt of their diſtreſs, when ſinkivg 


under what they had ſuffered, and con- 


kept up the line, that our numbers: mult 

be many times greater than they were, 

* they loft all ſpirit, and made but ene 
'© refiftance;, - 

It was impoſſible. for me, in the Gul 

*< tranſports of victory, to prevent a carnage, 


'© happily gave the appearance of neceſſity; 
but as ſoon as their fury began to cool, 1 
* exerted myſelf to put a ſtop to that, and 
© all the other outrages, too genarall 
'< offered to caphtves/i. ©. 4 nn bes 

The booty gained on this * was 
ſo great, as for ſome time to ſatisfy deſires 


? - a Ell- 


ven of Bris,” 2 
a ereuniftaitce moft favourable to my | 


farther deſigns. 
When the captives were fonred. the 
next thing was to take meaſures for our 


Bedouins, who range theſe boundleſs 


ſons, where there is a proſpect of prey. 
© As this care fell entirely upon me, I 
reſolved to execute it in ſuch a manner, 


could of the captives, whoſe lives I had 
ſaved. Accordingly when all things were 


d bear the ycke of ſlavery ; ; and then 
ned the reſt in peace, with provi- 
ions ſufficient for their journey: an act of 
humanity unknown to the Bedouins, 
thoſe cuſtom it was to ſlay all ſuch cap- 
ves as they thought uſeleſs to them. 
* The diſpoſitions I made for our march, 

nd the vigilance with which it was con- 
ducted, ſeeured our retreat through the 


f much 2 force having 5 us on 
a c fk FR FROG „ our 


ſafe return home, which it was far from 
being eaſy to effect, as we were liable to 
be attacked by the other troops of 


as to procure the liberty of as many as 1 


dſt of many dangers, ' ſeveral troops 


deſarts, and make no diſtinction of per- 5 


n readineſs for our march, I ſelected 
_ whoſe youth made them beſt able 


I 


78 myſelf with a fond hope, that the greif 
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our way; but, deceived by our appear. 
ance, they did not dare to attack us. 


FT HOUGH the authority of thi 
leaders of thoſe tribes: has relation only 
to the conduct of their excurſions, and 
© ceaſes at their return home, I flattere 


* © ſervice I had done them would procur: 
ame an influence which might enable m 
to do them ſervices ſtill. greater, by ei 
© lightening the brutal ignorance. of thei 
minds, and humanizing their manners. 
I vas not inſenſible of the difficult 
© and dangers of attacking prejudicall 
grown Jacred by long uſe; and that ih 
© norance,, always captious, ſeldom: fails il 
revenge the imaginary. affront of inſtru 
tion; but the thought of ſucceſs was 
« pleaſing, that I was not to be diſcourags 
from the attempt by any apprehenſion. 
© The firſt thing, neceſſary for accom of 

« pliſhing - my deſign, was to ſelect. ſon of 
. © perſon, on whom. my inſtructions mig th 
© be beſtowed to beſt advantage, that fo 
< might aſſiſt me þy communicating Up th 
2 *iaformation. he ſhould receive, and © th 
, * commendiſ | 


* * 
— 
* 
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commending it from his own experience. 
| Nor was I long at a loſs whom to chuſe. 
Khaled, the fon. of my late maſter, 
was the one in the whole: tribe, with 
whom I had the greateſt intimacy, 


f the whether from the circumſtance of our 
a on having lived together, while I belonged 
3, - And to. his father; or that my- having. once 


ittereſ ſaved his life at the imminent hazard of 

; grad my own, had attached him to me. With 

rocui him therefore I reſolved to begin, not 

ole i more encouraged by our intimacy, than 

by en becauſe I thought I. perceived in him 

* then lomething more like that rational curio- 

ſity, which is the firſt incitement to 

cult knowledge, than in any other of the 

udice tribe. „„ 

hat i © The only ſcience of which the Bedouins 

fails had even the fainteſt conception, was 

nſtruß g that which regards the motions of the - | 

was e heavenly bodies. But though the clear- 

uragay*© neſs of their hemiſphere, and the circum- 

gion, ſtance of their being obliged, by the heat 

accom of the ſun, to perform the greateſt part 

og of their occupations in the night, gave 

mig chem the - moſt favourable opportunities 
for purſuing this ſtudy to advantage, 

0g w they had made no farther progreſs in it, 

nd w than barely what was neceffary to direct 
| C3 their 


30 The HIsTORY of ARSACEs, 
their ſteps through the pathleſs deſart, 
where they could have no land-marks to 
guide them in their way. On this ſcience, 
therefore, as that moſt. likely: to intereſt 
their attention, I pee to found my 
85 attempt. 
For this purpoſe, 1 took occaſion to 
© enter- into converſation with Khaled, as 
* if accidentally, on the various appearances 
* of the heavens; and beginning with the 
« firſt rudiments, of the ſcience, led him, 
as it were, ſtep by ſtep, up to the 
Creator of them, proving the neceſſity 
* of his exiſtence from the exiſtence of his 


0 

works; and his wiſdom, his power, and . e 
his goodneſz, from the wonderful con- 
ſtruction, and ſupport of them. 4 
Having thus eftabliſhed in his ma t 

c the firſt principle of religion, in the t 
belief of a Deity, I proceeded to deduce eþ 
© from thence the duties of piety, and c 
* moral, virtue. But my; endeavours, in 6 fi 
© this latter inſtance, were far from being 0 
© attended with equal ſucceſs, ff 
While my inſtructions had been con- . c 

< fined to matters of mere ſpeculation, he I 
« liſtened: to me with willing attention; and Ws ir 


not only aſſented to truths, Which inter- 


6 « fered not with the tenour hd his life, 5 
1 a 0 


RES” 
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4e exerted his utmoſt aſſiduity to com- 
municate and inculcate them to others. 

But when he ſaw, that an utter change 
in his whole conduct was. to be the con- 
ſequence, that paſſion was to be ſubjected 
© to reaſon, and juſtice made the rule of 
action, no evidence, however clear and 
concluſive, was of force ſufficient to com- 
bat habits, pleaſing in practice, and, as 


"iP 
eſart, 
Ks to 
ence, 
tereſt 
d my 


MN to 
1, a8 
inces 


the (it were, ſanctified by long and general 
him, reception. On the contrary, from that 
the © moment, he withdrew his confidence 
eſſity from me; and I ſoon found that he 
F his FrounteraRted, inſtead of Ns my en- 
and . deavours. | 

con- Abend I was 5 aware > of the diff. 


culties, which this defection of Khaled 
threw in the way of my deſigns, I was 


the too ſanguine i in the purſuit to be deterred 
Juce WWW by it; and reſolved to try, whether I 
and BF could not effect by example, what I had 
n failed of by the force of reaſon; taking 


care to commence' with ſuch things, as 
from their obvious advantage in a politi- 
* cal, as well as rectitude in a moral light, 


he I concluded muſt pony commend 
and Wh « ant en. h n 
but LY S E 0 Y 


— 
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"SECTION vat. : 

2 THE lech ſaſtkined:i in the late expe- 
: dition, had reduced'the numbers of the 
tribe ſo low, that they were obliged to 
remain at home, for fear of being over- 
powered by ſome of the other tribes, 
whom they _— meet in their excur- 
« ſions. 

As they were ſenſible of this diſadvan 
tage, the ſevereſt to them, of which they 
had any. ſenſe, I judged that an attempt 
to remedy it muſt be embraced With 

* the greateſt readineſs and joy. Oey 

Though the violation of the marriage 
* bed was guarded againſt among them, 
by every preventive care, every terret 
of puniſhment, the female ſex, before 
that bond, was abandoned to the wol 
3 ſhameleſs proftivnion.” 4 3H Dil 5 

Criminal as this cuſtom wha oy me- 
* thod taken to remedy what were looked 
upon to be the only bad effects of it, was 
« ſtill a greater crime. The wretched 
fruits of this licentious commerce were 
« expoſed to periſh in the defart; without 


; "__ to the _y of paternal tendernek, | 
* ** 0 s 0 


a 


* 
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or * welfare of the community thus 
+ robbed of its ſupport. 
- * Againſt a practice, fo contradiQory to 
F nature, as well as to reaſon, I urged every 
argument which either could ſuggeſt; 
and, to give weight to my words, began 
the reformation of it among: my own 
ibes, . ſlaves, branding with a mark of -infamy 
eCur- 3 female perſiſting in promiſcuous # 
* proſtitution ; and obliging every male to 
© rear, and maintain, by extraordinary la- 
pour, every infant aſſigned to him. 
Though, as I have before obſerved, 
the public advantage was as obvious as 
{the private virtue of this regulation, a 
general outery was inſtantly raiſed againſt - 
it. The unmarried of both fexes ex- 
claimed that they were robbed of the li- 
*berties and rights of nature; and the 
whole tribe declared againſt the intolera 
* ble tyranny and crime of ſuch an innova- 
„tion, which, as they alledged, would 
* compel people to rear children againſt iY 
their n and 29 7080 to their conve- 
 nience. - 3 3634 107 24070 193 boy 
*It is impoſſible to expreſs Init I felt - 
1 at this utter diſappointment of hopes, 
upon which T had fo ſtrongly ſet my 
1 now, too late, remembered 
Es : wha. 


» 
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© what I had often heard from my father, 
that © though it is the duty of every 
«perſon, and eſpecially of thoſe, who: 
<4 ſtation may give influence to their exam: 
ple, to live according to the dictates of 
+ reaſop and virtue, yet a general reforms 
tion of manners is not to be too ſanguine 
y expeded from the moſt eminent 
t example, or beſt concerted ſcheme, it 
« the .circumſtances of the times are not 
&* aſſiſting ; but when theſe cq-operate, the « « 
6 moſt, inconſiderable, and. 1mprobable f 
þ means are found ſufficient to accompliſh Wl © c 
* the. greateſt, ends.” But my though * 2 
* were ſoon diverted from theſe reflections i * 1 


$, to matters of nearer concern to me. 2 
The charge of making innovations n * i 
their eſtabliſhed cuſtoms - was looked © « 
upon to be ſo atrocious a crime, that they 5e 
8 reſolved inſtantly to put a ſtop to it, by *r 


. the moſt exemplary puniſhment, in order * 1 
| © to deter any future preſumption of the f 

kind: for Which pur poſe, they ſuddenly | 

© ſurrounded my tent, and having ſeized 
me before I could attempt either defence 
+ or; eſcape, were proceeding to drag me 
bout of the camp, in order to ſtone me to 
$ death, when I hoyed =o n to a . 


t * 


Mo 
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$- ok from which I had never e 
to receive ſo great a benefit. i 
Khaled, who had totally n 
© himſelf from me, for ſome time, and was 
now become one of my loudeſt accuſers, 
ano ſooner perceived their intention, tan 
he ruſhed out of the croud, and claimed 
* me for his flave, as having been the pro- 
+ perty of his father. 
©] availed myſelf of the momentary 
check, which this claim gave to their 
fury, to ſpeak in my own defence. 1 
* demanded to know my crime, and my 
* accuſers. I pleaded my ſervices. I called 
upon their gratitude. I argued, up- 
* braided, and beſought; but all equally Z 
in vain. My voice was drowned in the 
* cry of innovation, which was roared from 
every mouth; and without deigning to 
1 make any other reply, they directly gave 
me up to Khaled, to return to a ſtate of 
* ſlavery, from which I was deemed un- 
| * worthy to be freed, ſeizing upon my 
ſlaves, and every thing which belonged. . 
| © to me, as public property; or rather 1 
ſhould ſay, as proper objects of public - | 
* rapine. | 
Ass ſoon as the croud was diperid, I: 
turned to Khaled, and thinking he had 
1 9 
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« deviſed this elaim only to ſave my life, 
- © was advancing to embrace him, in teſti- 
'© mony of my gratitude;' but I was ſoon 
undeceived. Without ſhewing the leaſt 
concern for my misfortune, or even tak- 
ing notice of ever having known me 
© before; he ordered me to be thrown into 
a kind of dungeon, where they were 
© wont to keep ſuch ſlaves, as were found 
© unſerviceable to them, till a certain ſeaſon 
of the year, when they diſpoſed of them, 
and ſuch other parts of their ſpoil, as they 
© had no occaſion for themſelves, to mer- 
« chants; whom they went to meet for that 
* purpoſe, in exchange for matters of more 
immediate uſe. "4 | 
© Theſe occurrences were far Garn "OD 
ing up the doubts, which had been the 
'© cauſe of my leaving the boſom of my 
father. On entering the dungeon, my 
ſoul ſhrunk in upon itſelf in horror. 
If this be real life,” ſaid I, “ better did 
eit appear in the mirror of ſpeculation. 
„More favourably was the ſhadow to be 
judged of, than the ſubſtance!” — 
Iilt was ſome happineſs to me, however, 
© not to be left long to theſe reflections. 
+ That very evening, a party of the 


Bedouins ſet out to meet the merchants, 
6 and 
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15 * me with them, among che other 
uſeleſs lumber, which they wanted to 
diſpoſe of; when Khaled ſhewed his pro- 
« ficiency. in knowledge, and virtue, by 
f the value, he ſet upon his inſtructor, giv- 
ing me in exchange for a wallet, made 
f of the ſkia of 4 an ] (©; RR 


SECTION Ix. 


5 THE merchant, whoſe property 1 
, thus became, thinking he ſaw ſomething 
in my appearance not unworthy of his 
« favour, as ſoon as the Arabs had con- 
* cluded their markets, and . departed, 
* aſked me in a humane manner, for what 
* fault I had been fold at fo low a price?” 
As my tongue knew no language but 
* that of truth, I not only informed him of 
what he enquired, but alſo of the firſt 
* motive and manner of my leaving my fa- 
ther, and the end propoſed by my travels: 
to all which he liſtened with attention; 
and then told me, when J had coneluded, 
that theſe, were matters, about. which 
* he had never concerned himſelf; that all 
* his care was to buy and ſell as well as he 
* could; and that he was content to take 
5 * the world as he found i it, without enquir- 
Ling 


- 
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ing farther into the actions of men, tha 5 
ab they might affect his own intereſt.” 0 ; 
Contracted as theſe ſentiments then 5 1 
* appeared to me, I was ſoon ſenſible of ti . 
advantage in my change of ſituation * 
My new maſter had much experience off . oy 
the world, and its ways; and where if _ . 
© view to intereſt did not interfere, formed | N 
juſt concluſions from what he ſaw. MI 
The converſation of ſuch a man, which .. y 
© enjoyed in the moſt nnreſerved i intimacy, 1 
ſweetened the bitter cup of ſlavery .. : 
© affording me pleaſure, and -inſtrution, 22 
at the ſame time. Without attempting .. g 
© to trace motives, or conſequences, he i «. | 
© related plain facts; and in them ſupplied "Gs 
© a kind of artificial experience, unincum-· . | 
*©hered with thoſe diſquiſitions, which for .. : 


© the greater part only obſcure what they 
pretend to illuſtrate, and are more apt to 
= miſlead, than . reaſon to o the right Ml « , 
_— | 0 R 
One evening; as I was fit itting Uh myſelf 6 \ 
ein his tent, indulging the fond hops, if « 
” which my maſter's favour ſeemed to open ll « } 
eto me, of returning to my father, he il « , 
ke and ſeating himſelf near me, if « , 
= Selim,” 18555 he, ON have obſerved Jo | B 
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66 n ever ſince you have been with 
% me, and ſee that your wiſdom much 
6 exceeds your age. I have therefore 
6 reſolved to conſult you on an affair, 
& which gives me much anxiety; and if 
your ſentiments concur with mine,  ſhalk 
be glad of your altas to carry: them. 
into execution. 

I have followed this painful profeſſion | 
« of a merchant, with various ſucceſs, 
for many years, without: being ever able 
to acquire a ſufficiency for the ſupport of 
« old. -age, in comfort and decency. Often, 
% indeed, haye I. thought myſelf within 

e fight of the end of my wiſhes, but ſome 
0 unforeſeen misfortune hath as often diſ- 
appointed my hopes. A reverſe, which 

{© I have too much reaſon to nn 
* at this time. x 

In the courſe of my preſent j journey, 
* it has been my fortune to purchaſe a fe- 
“male ſlave, of ſuch exquiſite beauty, 

* and rare accompliſhments, that I may 
© well expect to fell; har ,to the Sultan of 
Cairo, whither I am now going, for ſo 
high a price, as ſhall make the reſt of 
my days happy, if her o.] n nn | 

o bes not en me. 
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% An invincible melancholy has preyed, 
“ upon her heart, from the firſt day of 


in 
her coming into my poſſeſſion. She 7. 
% keeps a — ſilence; which neither Wiſh T 
threats, promiſes, nor intreaties can pre- le 
Vail upon her to break. She turns away, . h. 
< with: diſguſt, from every attempt made iſ v. 
to entertain her; and the ſuſtenance ſhe ¶ ne 
* takes is ſo little, that i it ſhews ſhe wiſhes WF gi 
f e ſnorten the number of her days. : 
Such a conduct alarms me with appre- : 
; « henflons; not only of miſſing my expected tio 
4 profit, but alſo of loſing the great price dit 
„ have given for her. A loſs, which I mi 
* cannot bear. What I have to propoſe to un 
- 4 you, therefore, is, that you will ſtrive to th: 
“ jnſinuate yourſelf into her confidence; my 
„am not inſenſible of the danger of ſuch MF ſee 
va truſt; but I know your en aud ing 
4 depend upon your virtue. © * my 
] ſuſpect that her heart folters ſome 
4 ſecret grief! If it could be diſcovered, 
means might poſſibly be found to ad- 
_ <4. miniſter alleviation to it, at leaſt. Wil 15 
bn * you then try to make this diſcovety! * fattj 
The human heart finds comfort in the upc 
' &:communication' of its woes; and if yo the 
< can once engage her attention, I have . - 
and 


doubt but ſhe will open herſelf to you. 
5 "ſk Ther 
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There was ſomething ſo uncommon 
of in the nature of this propoſal, that it 
She raiſed a curioſity I had never felt before. 
ther Totally engaged in the purſuit of know- 
pre · WF ledge, under the eye of my father, 1 
vay, had never had any particular intercourſe 


+ with the female ſex; nor formed any 
notion of that power which nature has 


ſhes given them over the heart of man. 

- ] had a deſire, therefore, to ſee a wo- 
pre- WF man, on whom were founded expecta- 
Cted tions, which appeared to me ſo extraor- 
rice BF dinary; and readily undertook a com- 
ch miſſion with the dangers of which I was 


unacquainted; if I ſhould not rather ſay, 
ye to that the mention of thoſe dangers was 
e; my firſt motive for undertaking it, as it 
ſach WF ſeemed to promiſe an opportunity of raiſ⸗ 


ing myſelf ſtill higher in the opinion of 
my maſter, by my ſurmounting _ | 


SECTION X. 


© THE firſt time J "I her, ſhe was 
very fitting in her tent, with her eyes fixed 
1 the upon the ground, and motionleſs, as if 


* the action of every ſenſe was ſuſpended. 

| * Struck with the ſight, I gazed on her, 

and, while my eyes eagerly devoured her 
| bs + beauties, 
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* beauties, thought I was only ſtudying 
© how to. addreſs her in the manner moſt 
© likely to anſwer the hopes of my maſter. 
I had ſtood thus for. fome moments 
melting in ſenſations utterly new to me, 
when the fair ſlave, not having perceived 
my entrance, ekinied: with a | ſigh, 
which ſeemed' to burſt her heart, Un- 
« happy Sappho! To what new miſen 
«© am I reſerved! _ 


BY 


« The ſound of her voice _—_ mel be 
- io the extaſy in which L had flood en- 75 
* tranced, Throwing myſelf eagerly H 
4 her feet, Lovely Sappho!” ſaid I, ſeiz << 
* ing her hand, and preſſing it to my heart C 
& unfold the cauſe, the nature of your ur be. 
« happineſs, and depend upon every effort, gu! 
« in the power of man to make, for you me 
44 relief.” | A 


Her ſurprize at ſo een an ad la 

© dreſs deprived her of utterance for ſome 
moments. Recovering at length, « luſi. 
« dious man, ſaid ſhe, tearing away ber 
© hand with-indignation, cc to intrude upon 0 q 
my ſolitude, in order to ſteal the ſecrets 1 
. 24 my ſoul! But your baſe arts ſhall not n 

& avail! In my name, you know more ns 
than [ ever intended to diſcover! But ne 
1 more than e ſhall you never know.” Wt ©? 

8 : - 1 


— 
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* Sayi ing which ſhe wrapped herſelf in her 
+ yeil, and reſumed her ſilence, which 
my moſt paſſionate entreaties could not 
prevail upon her to break. 1 
This repulſe threw a damp upon my 
« ſpirits, which I knew not how to account 
for. I was ſurprized at what I felt, I 
queſtioned my heart, whence it could 
proceed; and at length reſolved it into 
my anxiety to ſerve my maſter, heightened 
perhaps, as I thought, by one „ 
ſo fair a creature. 
This thought encouraged me to pro- 
ceod, with double aſſiduity, in the exe- 
cution of the taſk aſſigned me. Iwalked 
beſide her camel, as ſhe travelled, be- 
guiling the way with tales of entertain- 
ment; and verſes, which I hourly com- 
poſed in praiſe of her beauty. I lulled 
her to ſleep with ** of love, and con- 
ſolation. ö 
: Such a conduct 00 not fail to > aller 
an heart naturally ſuſceptible of the ten- 
dereſt impraſiions She relaxed her re- 
ſerve. She. teceived my ſervices with 
complacency z and admitted me to a fa- 
miliarity, which was ſoon improyed into 
that tender kind of friendſhip which can 


ſul ſ only between the different ſexes. 
As 


* 


_— 
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As I was walking one evening, by the 
: ide of her camel, converſing with her ot 
indifferent ſubjedts, ſhe dropped ſome 
3 expreſſions of ſurprize at my never har. 
ing ſhewn any curioſity to know who ſhe 
© was, or by what means ſhe had been 
© brought into her preſent unhappy ſtate. 
This was an opening which I had 
© anxiouſly watched for. I replied, © tha 
* far from being incurious about any thing 
which concerned her, my heart pante 
« with the eagereſt deſire to know every it 
* cident of her life, in hopes of making 
* ſome diſcovery which might ſuggeſt tht 
means of removing her unhappineks; 
but that T had been kept filent by reſped 
© and fear of awakening that grief which! 
© had the pleaſure to ſee in ſome meaſur 
6 beginning to ſubſide.” _ 
© © Thanking me for my delicacy, ſhe aid 
© with a reprehenſive ſmile, that her griek 
were too deeply imprinted on her heat 
ever to be forgotten; but though ſt 

could not flatter herſelf with the faintel 
hope of its being poſſible for me to affoi 

her relief, ſhe owed too much to my hi 
* manity to refuſe gratifying me with ti 
6 information 1 OP. + 360 
a if ; 2985 5 8200 
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< Saying this, ſhe pauſed for a few 


y the 
E minutes to recover her ſpirits; then, 


er ol | 
ſoneR+ wiping away a tear which accompanied 
hay che recollection of her misfortunes, ſhe 
o (© began i in theſe words. 

been 


8E CTION XI. 


tate. 

had a 
tha « MY. name you already know. I was 
thing « horn in the iſland of Mytilene, of a fa- 


“ mily which never. knew diſgrace, Homes 


antec 

ry if was unhappily added to it. | 
akin The - fondneſs of my father viewing, 
ſt th in too favourable a light, the peor en- 


neſs WF © dowments:beſtowed: upon me by nature, 


(ſpeci he ſpared no pains to improve them by 
nich © every accompliſhment of education, .flat- 


© tering himſelf with the hope, that they 
9 1 raiſe me to a more exalted rank in 
« life, by alluring the affection of ſome of 
our young nobility, whoſe own riches 
& could enable them to conſult inclination 
« only in the matrimonial choice, as he 
& had not himſelf a fortune to give with 
me equal to his wiſnes. 14 
We often gwe the diſappointment of 
c our deſigns to the very means upon which 
* we build our maſt ſanguiag bone - 
LY; Ms Juccels, . ml v4 nk 
noi „ E « The 
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4 The power” of pleaſing, in which na. 
« ture was thought to have been moſt libe- 
© ral to me, was my voice. Fond of 
&.muſic himſelf, my father omitted no- 
hes thing which could conduce to perfect me 
e in an accompliſhment ſo univerſally ad- 


- & mired. I was inſtructed in the 3 of 


« eyery inſtrument. I had maſters of 
& every country to modulate my voice, 
* and form my judgment, and fame ſaid, 
t that their endeavours were not unſuc 


80 ceſsful. 


_ Eeprrydreſs a 


Fd 


„Among theſe waters the moſt cele- 
« e brated was one, who had been educated 
«© in the ſeraglio of the Khalif of Bagdat. 


*The care taken in that jealous court, to 


© prevent the miniſters: of pleaſure from 
6: abuſing the acceſs which their occups- 
tions neceſſarily give them to the female 
& ſox, prevented alſo my father's having 


any apprehenſion of danger from the fa- 


& miliarity of his acceſs to me. - I prac- 
* tiſed with him every hour, alone, in 
every attitude he thought 
< proper; to try, as he / pretended; which 
b ſuited beſt the powers of my voice. 

* Of all the pleaſures of ſenſe, that 
* which captivates the ſoul moſt ſtrongly 
£ is muſic, By its command over che 


„ | gas : 66 N 
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paſſions, it commands the heut while 


5 * it ſilences reaſon by4 its union with ſenti- 
ment. 
Yer Nor is this e exerted only 
over the hearer. The feelings of the 
* performer advance with his execution, 
* till he becomes inſenſibly the ſlave of his 
eon art, as I ſoon unhappily experienced. 
a The praiſes, which I received for my 
* proficiency, warmed my heart with gra- 
* titude to my teacher, to whoſe indefati- 
aable aſſiduity Iwas ſenſible of my being 
Jo. indebted for them; and doubled my at- 
oe tention to his inſtructions. 
* In vocal expreſſion, the attitude of the 
10 body naturally accompanies the ſenti- 
on ment. My teacher practiſed this to- an 
a extreme, which ] at. firſt thought ridicu- 
* lous and diſguſting. But that diſguſt 
ſoon wore off. I ſaw him, if 1 may uſe - 


the expreſſion, only with my ears; and 
found ſuch pleaſure ' in his br chat 
every thing he did pleaſed me. 
guch a prepoſſeſſion in biete 
could not long: eſcape: his her vation. 
He perceived it too: plainly) Hand took 
Fan advantage o it, equally baſe and abt 
ſurd, to attempt b ee admira- 


tion 
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* tion of his voice into a n Sas hin 
6 ſelf... r | 
12 With this intent, 5 we prac 
« tiſed alone together, he choſe none by 
ec the moſt tender themes of love for hi 
< leſſons; and not content with my accom 
« panying his voice, as before, taught m 
te alſa to imitate his looks and geſtures, i 
«+ which he proceeded to every endearmei 
© of the paſſion he expreſſed, till Natur 
e catching fire, realized the imitation 
« my heart, and —_ the —— he on} 
« acted: i: 
« My foul l till; now, bean 10 total 

' &'engroſſed by my paſſion for muſic, thi 
4] had never before felt the impulſe d 
any other. Pleaſed therefore with ſei 
« -ſations L.did' not underſtand, 1 took i 
Seer ta conceal them. 
lt is impoſſible to Aeberde the rage 1 

C my father at a diſcovery ſo deſtrutivet 
« his hopes, fo fatal to 80 fondneſs fo 
me. He directly turned off my teach: 
in the moſt opprobrious manner; an 
loading lane with, every reproach of it 
gratitude, degeneracy, and folly, inte- 
* dicted, my/ ever ſeeing him N ts 
* < vere: mgnaces, 
104 8 4 Nothix 
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him Nothing ſhews the natural right of 
* the human ſoul to liberty ſo ſtrongly as 
© the reluctancy with which it bears Ws Bl 
« ſemblance of reſtraint. 
Though my heart had been eme 
by the careſſes of my teacher, I was ſo 
© far from having confirmed a paſſion for 
„him, that I knew not even what that 
© warmth meant; and would have rejected 
any direct offer of love from him with 
indignation. But my pride was now 
"piqued on the oppoſite ſide, by this 
treatment from my father; and I thought 
it no more than a juſt aſſertion of my 
liberty, to do that which he had unjuſtly 
lic . attempted to prevent my doing. 
My teacher, who had found means to 
"have intelligence of every. thing which 
* paſſed upon the occaſion, ſoon availed 
„ himſelf of this (pirit of liberty, (ſhould T 
weg not rather call it contradiction ) which 
“my father had 'raiſed'in me. He re- 
*.queſted a private interview, which in 
; a0 the preſent ſtate of my mind I made no 
difficulty of . granting ; When preſſing 
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* treating the charge of its abſurdity with 

“contempt, as a calumny deviſed only to 

deceive my inexperience, he worked up 
You 1 D 4 my 


© his ſuit with all the ardor of deſire, and 


I N c F N nn ” 
N * * e 15 " * Pp 
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6s my * ene my We 
4 to ſuch an height, that he obtained from 

me a promiſe of marriage under the 
8 dee of the moſt ſolemn vows. 


3. 


SECTION XII. 


4 


4x6 A moment's en honed me al 
the miſery into which I had plunged 
* myfelf; but I was not long W 
4 merely to reflect upon it. 
My promiſed huſband could not con 
“ ceœal his triumph over the contempt and 
contumely with which he had been treated 
* by my father. The conſequence of thi 
& indiſcretion was equally ſevere upon u 
e both. He was thrown into the common 
* priſon, where he ſuffered all the indig 
e nities and wretchedneſs of poverty and 

guilt among the vileſt malefactors, for 

having ſeduced a pupil whom he had 
been entruſted to teach for hire; while 
% my father, in virtue of his paternal au- 
% thority, confined me to my chamber, in 
„Which 1 was guarded with the moſt 
rigid vigilance, and denied every thing 
„like pleaſure, or even comfort; in order 
to puniſh me for my paſt diſobedienss 


a and bend me to his 5 of 1 
; | on ( * 


— 


Mew of Box 166. 1 


ent, the engagement into which I had en- 
Tom © tered. | 
then But this ſeverity diſappointed itſelk, 


and only hardened my reſolution into 
obſtinacy. Though I ſaw. all the wretch- 
edneſs | had to expect, with ſuch a huſ- 
* band, in a life of vagrant poverty, de- 
+ pendance and diſgrace, I dreaded ſtill. 
more the ſcoffs of my acquaintance, and 
* the bad treatment of my family, of 
* which I had, already taſted ſo. bitterly, 
* ſhould I remain among them. 


e al 
nged 
itted 


con- | 
and « | therefore determined to feign a paſ- 
ated ſion which 1 did not feel, as the only ex- 


this cuſe for my folly; and take my fate, 
nul 
moi 


ndig: 


from the flights and reproaches of my 
friends. 


> 1 ſay, a paſſion which I did not feel. 
„ for For, upon examining my heart, I found 
hadi in it none of that enthuſiaſm, that miad- 
hile ME neſs of love, which is deſcribed as de- 
| au- lighting in dangers, and ſweetening diſ- 


r, in 
moſt 
thing 


* had loved, not the man; and that the 
connection between them had even 


»rder I leſſened that love. I had dreamed of 
ence, f oppincls but I awoke to miſery. 
1king 


N Ny 
the 


however hard, among ſtrangers, away 


treſs. I found it had been the muſic I 
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« My obſtinacy at length ſo effectuall 
“ weaned me from my father's love, that 


he caſt me off from his care, and aban 
« doned me to my fate; when the fir 


e uſe I made of my liberty was to fly t 4 
" my teacher and perform my promiſe dff $ 
marriage amid all the horrors of big. 5 
6 priſon. - n 
« Formed by nature for love, the hy . a 
„man heart ſympMhizes inſtinctively i ok 
the misfortunes too often occaſioned . E 
« jt, This act of mine had ſuch an .! 
ce pearance of the infatuation of that pal 17 
ſion, that it moved the pity of all wht 5 
6c were not immediately intereſted in ti. 
4 honour of my family; and my huſband Wy 
found protectors who ſoon reſtored bag 
0 re,. 1 
. Our ſituation, however, Kette to b oÞ 
« but little amended. We were at liben . © 
eto go whither we. liſted; but we wanted - ſy 
the means; and to remaining where w 234 
were, could we even have ſubſiſted then . 
* would have preferred periſhing of 7 Ma 
mine in any other place. 45 
At length the cold hand of hin i 
&« ſcantily enabled us to travel to the m * th 
e tropolis; where curioſity to hear a void oy 
ca 


« which had had power to invert the la 


* 
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7 of 8 for ſome little time drew ſuch 
© crowds to my huſband's performances, 
& that we were relieved from the imme- 
« diate preſſure of poverty. | 
“But moſt dearly did I N this 
3 relief. The curioſity of the public was. 
not confined to my huſband. They muſt 
* alſo ſee the ſubject of his triumph; the 
fool, who, had ſacrificed ſenſe to ſound. 
« Every. one who patronized | aſſumed a 
right to viſit him. I was ſhewn from 
“morning till night, to a ſucceſſion of 
6 ſtrangers, who "broke in at. all hours, 
* without reſpect or ceremony; and gazed 
« at me with as much indelicacy and inſo- 
10 lence, as if I had been a monſter exhi⸗ 
F bited to fight for hire. 

S Nor did I ſuffer from their gazing 
6 only. They inſulted me inceſſantly with 
« ſuch ribbald queſtions, and ſuch baſe 
;:propoſals,,.as were an outrage upon the 
female character: and when I ventured: 
N | Jojexpteſs diſapprobation of their beha- 
*.viour, though in the moſt humble terms, 
* they treated my tears with ridicule; and 
* threatened to puniſh me for ſuch pre- 
| ſyriptuous affectation, as they gibingly 
$ called it, by withirawing: their favour 
vr Wow my huſband. : _ 
. * « Much 


_ humour the caprices of thoſe by whoſe 


- 35 which: I had not had the remoteſt con- 
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5 Much as I was humbled in my own 
eyes, my ſpirit was not yet ſufficiently 
_ * ſubdued to ſubmit to ſuch uſage. _ [ 

** complained to my huſband in bitterneſ 
„of ſoul; and declared my reſolution to 
* ſhut myſelf up from the ſight of the 
© world, rather than ſuffer a r of 
4e it. ö f 

* But I was far from receiving the ap- 
+ probation of my conduct, much leſs the 
protection I expected fron him. He 
e anſwered me coldly, that my ſenſibilities 
„were too lively, and took unneceſſary 
* offence; that what I complained of was 
“merely a thing of courſe ; that we muſt 


« favour we lived; and that other women, 
<« inftead of being offended. by the propo- 
* ſals made to me, would have turned 
* them to good advantage, as they were 
„ indeed one of the beſt reſources in out 
* way of life. 

It is impoſſible to 0 what 1 fuk 
* on his ſaying | this. I thought: I had 
« before ſeen all the horrors of my ſitus. 
4e tion; but theſe words opened new, of 


. * ception; and betrayed the | infamous 


1 Ow” of all his baſe —_— upon th 


— 
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e As ſoon as the fullneſs of my heart 
permitted me to ſpeak, J anſwered him 
« with a look of the moſt poignant diſ- 
« dain, © that what he meant by his way of 
„ life, I knew not, nor deſired to know; 
© but that mine, though a life of folly and 
©misfortune, had ever been, and ever 
« ſhould be, a life of virtue and honour, 
„nor would I add to the diſgrace I had 
already brought upon my family, by 
* departing from. thoſe principles, to ſave 
* myſelf from periſhing of famine, as I 
« juſtly deſerved.” —Saying which I re- 
tired to my chamber; nor could all his 
* expoſtulations, menaces, or entreaties, 
* ever prevail upon me to alter my reſolu- 
tion. | 
«The curioſity which our ſtrange ad- 
venture had raiſed, was no ſooner grati- 
* fied, than my huſband's voice loſt its 
© attraction; and we ſunk back into our 
* former diſtreſs; for ſuch a ſlave was he 
* to the appetites which he could indulge; 
that he always laviſhed his acquiſitions 
in the inſtant; nor even let the wants of 
* yeſterday warn him to make ann 
“for the morrow. 
* I was now obliged; to fly my native 
country, and enter upon a life of va- 
9 D 4 ga 


— 
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« grancy, literally for a morſel, of bread; 
« without the illuſion of hope, or gratifica- 
tion of paſſion to ſilence the reproaches 
« of reaſon, and divert my thoughts from 
« dyelling | upon the wretchedneſs into 
« which 1 had plunged myſelf. 
The ſcene was the ſame wherever we 
« went. Curioſity, for he took care to 
* make my folly known, at firſt procured 
« us. momentary. relief, which was as 
K quickly diſſipated; ſo mat we were al. 
4 ways in the extremes of e or Pro 
« fuſion. | 

„My only ſhadow * biete 0 was, 
6 « that my huſband deſiſted from his baſe 


4 ſolicitations; in expectation, as J ſoon 


« ſaw, that the converſation of ſuch com- 
e pany, of either ſex, as I was obliged. to 
“ conſort with, would in time undermine 
* my principles, and reconcile me to enter 
« willingly into all their ways. | 
But his neceſſities ſoon became too ur: 
8 « gent, to permit his waiting for an effect, 
of which he thought himſelf. fo ſecure; 
and he compleated the villainy of his 
< farſt ſeduction, by ſelling me for a flare 
* to this merchant. XA 
My reſentment, as the band a 
never dared to ſee me more, fell juſtly 
„ a upon 


5 
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| «6 upon myſelf; and I reſolved to 1 
« the days of my miſery gradually, by 


10 abſtinence, as the leaſt painful way. But 


your kind conſolations have ſhaken that 
« reſolution, In the ſeraglio of the ſultan, 
for which you ſay I am deſtined, I ſhall 


have tranquillity at leaſt, and that is the 


« neareſt approach to happineſs which I 
166 have any right to hope for in this world. KL 


S E c T ION XIII. 
WHEN the fair ſlave had finiſhed, I 


i left her to recover her ſpirits, which ap- 
.* peared to be exhauſted by the length and 
: nature of her ſtory 41 upon conſider- 
ing the circumſtances of it, 1 thought 1 | 
had found the object of my. eech in the 
ſource of her misfortunes. All the 
evil in this world, all the errors in the 
conduct of man,“ ſaid I, * certainly pro- 
a ceed from wrong education. How could 


© ſhe eſcape the ſnare; into which ſhe was 


© led by thoſe, bien Nature and Reaſon. 


taught her to look upon as her ſafeſt 
* guides? With what colour of juſtice 
„could her father blame her, for a con- 


duct which was the neceſſary conſequence | 


Lok his own indiſcretion? From wrong 
D 5 "8 educa- 
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* education certainly proceed all the evils 
«which deform human life.“ 
l was pleaſed with this diſcovery ; and 
* plumed myſelf not a little upon the ſaga- 
city which had made it. But w exults 
tion laſted not long. | 
« But if her father's indiſcretion,” Took 
* tinued on farther reflection, © was the 
«* cauſe of her firſt error, was his exertion 
« of the ſacred right of paternal authority, 
* a juſt cauſe for perſiſting | in that error? 
For aggravating it by direct diſobedience 
to his juſt command? Did this indiſcre- 
tion of the father, in giving his daughter 
.* ſo wrong an education Did the villain 
* of the huſband in baſely ſelling into ſla- 
4 very the victim of his baſe ſeduction, 
proceed from errors in their education 
a alſo There was more in this matter 
„than I was aware of. I ſhould be ac- 
* quainted with every particular, to be 
* able to form a juſt rs ang of the 
8 
And even, if I knew all theſe circum· 
« ſtances, is it ſafe to extend a judgment 
« formed upon one event, or one ſeries of 
« events, to the infinitely varied tenor of 
* human life? I muſt ſuſpend my opinion, 


200 til I _ have ſeen farther into the in- 
A terior 


| © Fg 
* 
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« terior principles on which it is conducted. 


vils 

(A vrong education is certainly the fource 
and of many evils; but it is not equally cer- 
ga- © tain, that it is the ſource of all.“ 
ta- Though many circumſtances in the 
: « ſtory of the fair ſlave had neceſſarily 
-on- WF © lowered her in my opinion, they ſeemed 
the WF ©. to have a contrary effect upon my heart. 
tion To the compaſſion which I had before 
ity, felt for her ſufferings, was now added a 
or? ¶deſire to correct the errors from which 
nce they ſprung; a taſk which I flattered 
re- © myſelf would be as eaſy as pleafing, 


* from the candor with which ſhe had con- . 


ater 

ny feſſed them. 8 
ſla- © Happy in this thought, I entered ab- 
ion, ruptly, at vur next meeting, into thoſe - 
ton particulars, in which I thought ſhe. had 


© been moſt” to blame; and examining 


iter 
ac- them cloſely, proved by arguments more 
be concluſive than complaifant, that all her 
the misfortunes had proceeded from herſelf: 
Though her looks ſufficiently ſnewed 
in- that this ſubject was far from being 
ent pleaſing to her, ſhe heard me to the end, 
of without interruption; when inſtead of 
of making any reply to the purpoſe of what 
on, had been ſaying, ſhe hummed a tune 
in- for a few minutes, and then aſked me, 


" 
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if J had heard whether the inen Wat 

+ fond of muſe. HTS 0 
© 32586 conternptuous: a Trepale LAS 
me ſo much, that it was ſome time befor: 
I could make her any anſwer, At length, 
© bowing coldly, I. told her, that the 
1* ſultan” s taſte was one of theſe ſecrets <> 
the ſeraglio, with which the voice d 

< -< fame preſumed not to meddle: adding, 
Vith a ſignificant ſmile, that I had pleaſdl 
myſelf with the hopes of turning her at 
s tention to objects more worthy of it. 
cShe ſaw my embarraſſment, and ſeemet 
8 t unwilling to encreaſe it. Your inten- 
tion,“ the anſwered, “did not eſcape 
my notice; but I cannot accommodate 
te myſelf to it. Vou have drawn ſo favour 
„able a picture of the life led in 
r ſeraglio, that I have fixed my bein 
_- upon entering into it. If the ſaltan i 
1 fond of muſic, I have no fear but I ſhal 
gain his favour. Such a conqueſt on) 
can compenſate for my paſt: misfortunes; 
and 1 would attempt it to-morrow, if 
 Snwort at liberty, and able to follow m 
% own inclinations, Any advice therefore, 
which you can give me to accompliſ 
his, . ſhall receive with MITE. To 
ers Bonding T | * 


oy 2 
4a - 


— 
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« any other purpole it will be in vain for 
« you to adviſe me.. 

\ © So- peremptory a declaration * 
ally ſilenced me. I bowed my head 


' refpeAtfully, and. left her; without ſaying 
another word, reſolved never to think * | 


her more. 


was ſoon ſenſible, ns the only way 
to fulfil this reſolution was to avoid her 
company. I therefore told the merchant 
*.what ſhe had ſaid to me, who thanked 
me in the warmeſt terms for the ſerviee 
had done him, in reconciling her to his 
views; and acquieſced in my opinion, 
© that it was not neceſſary for me to con- 
© tinue my viſits to her. 
uch a ſacrifice to reaſon was not un- 
* attended with pain; nor am IJ certain 
that I could have perſiſted in my reſolu- 
tion, but that our arrival at Cairo pro- 
* duced ſuch an unexpected change in my 
Fr ſituation, that if the remembrance of the 
fair ſlave would at times force itſelf upon 
me, it ſoon gave place to other objects. 
| © How unjuſt is the pride of ſpeculative 
* wiſdom, interrupted the emperor. You 
were offended at her, becauſe ſhe would 
|. © not liſten to advice ſhe could not follow. 
What could he think of, but improving 
WE 
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* a fate, which ſhe could ſee no poſlibiliy 
of avoiding ? In reality, it was you who 

gave cauſe of offence. ImpraQticabl 

' © advice is only inſult to the unfortunate.— 


But ſtop! The appearance of the 
morning calls my attention to other 


© matters. I have not leiſure to liſten tif 


| © thee longer now. At ſome other time, 
my curiolity may poſſibly require the 
_ © continuation of thy ſtory. In the mean 
© while remain at thy liberty among my 
© attendants; and ſet thine heart at eaſe 
* Thou art not now among the Bedouins. 


End of the Finsr Book, 
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BOOK THE SECOND. 


SECTION * 


OME days paſſed before Temugin 
could attend to the contination of the 
aptive's ſtory; but his curioſity, though 
reſtrained, was far from being ſatisfied. 
he firſt evening he could ſpare from his 
weightier cares, he commanded his atten- 
dance; when he reſumed his nen in 
theſe words. 
From the general tenour of the mer- 
; cant 8  converiation, IT had been led to 
= { think 
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© think his principles ſtrictly juſt, a 


* generous to the beſt of his conception WE fre 
© bat I ſoon found that the difference he WI 
© tween ſpeculation and practice is qua ge 

great, in every ſtation of life. On w a 
i c̃third day, after our arrival at Cairo, co 
e fulfilled his profeſſions of friendſhip, au ſta 
< gratitude for the ſervice I had dne him w. 
by ſelling meas a ſlave to the grand viſe ru 
I muſt not, however, in juſtice to hin pr 
* omit a particular circumſtance, whid T 
happened on this occaſion, When he vi 
* was delivering me to the viſier, he tal th 
me, as an excuſe of his diſappointing tle of 
1 8 en of liberty, which he had aw T 
| given me, that it had not been his inte- © nx 
3 © tion to ſell me, but the viſier, who had c tir 

© been pleaſed with ſomething in my api an 

« pearanct, offered him ſo high a price,f © of 
that he could not poſſibly refrain fron ſe 
accepting it; © for you know, he co en 


„ cluded, that it is a rule with us, who ſp 


live by buying and ſelling, never to c * 
1 fuſe a good offer. 4 of 
3 IThis excuſe took effect, 3 not in fe 


118 hn manner it was intended. It gave me de 

. ſuch a contempt for the man, who made © tt 

5 it, that J left him with ne thoug * of 

5 to continue in ſlavery. 25 lle 
All . «Th 5 
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| © The accounts which I had, received 


tio from my father of the perfection, to 
de b which every power of human art and 


genius had been carried in Egypt, had 
* raiſed my curioſity ſo high. to ſee the 


0, country, that I almoſt forgot the wretched 
„ au ſtate in which I went thither. But how 
him was my expectation diſappointed ! The 
vile ruins of ancient magnificence only made 
him * preſent miſery the more remarkable. 
hic The rulers prided themſelves in brutal 


violence, in the deſtruction of works 


e to © they could not imitate ; and the contempft 
g of ſciences above their comprehenſion. 

warn The people a mixture of that draff of all 
inter nations, who deſtitute of principle or ſen- 


had © timent, ramble from their native homes, 
y ap- and ſubmit to all the inſults and oppreſſion 
Price, i © of foreign tyranny for the ſordid ſake of 


{ ſcraping up wealth, which they dare not 


{ ſpirit to cultivate either art or ſcience. 
My foul fickened in the contemplation | 
of ſuch degeneracy, I would have pre- 
| © ferred returning to the Bedouins in the 
* defart, to remaining in a country, once 

the pride of nature, had I been maſter 
* of myſelf. There was a poſſibility at 
' aſt that thoſe favages might be re- 
. | = claimed 


enjoy, had neither leiſure, genius, nor 
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* claimed- in time; but here, every thing 
« was evidently growing worſe; nor coul 
* imagination ſet bounds to their fal 
© when the height, from which they had 
6 already fallen, was conſidered. 

But I was ſoon delivered from the pain 
© of ſuch contemplations. In leſs than a 
moon, after I was fold to the viſier, he 
was depoſed, and ſtrangled ; and all hi 

property confiſcated to the uſe 18 the 

* fultan, | 

'© In the diff pation, uſu on fach oc 
ions, it fell to my lot, to be given to an 
officer, who was ſent the very next morn: 
© ing to execute a like ſentence on Alman- 
gor, the brother of the Tate viſter, who 
©commanded the Egyptian army on the 
« confines of FRG, and took me il 
© his train. 

© As it was neceſſary to the ſucceſs of hi 
© commiſſion, that he ſhould execute tt, 
| © before the fate of the late viſier ſhould 
come to the knowledge of his brother, 
— to put him on his guard, as his great 
abilities and virtues had endeared him { 
© highly to his troops, that they would, to 


| 22 man, have defended his life; with theit 


<own, we traverſed the nnn defart 


© of Barca, with the utmoſt expedition. ; 
„„ | SEC 


"SECT HON II. 


had, «ON the fourth morning of our journey, 
as we fat upon the bank of a river, to re- 


pain freſh nature after ſo ſevere a fatigue, we 
1an were ſurprized at the fight of a troop, 
r, he which came pouring down . us, from 


every ſide. 


we knew the rovers of thoſe deſarts hve 


doubt of their intentions; at the ſame 
time, that their numbers ſhewed it was 
in vain to attempt reſiſtance. 


upon my horſe, whom I had learned from 
* the Bedouins never to quit, and calling 


his WF to all thoſe, who preferred death to ſla- 
: It, very, to follow me, I plunged into the 
ould river: But not above three or four fol- 
her, g lowed my example; the reſt, ſtupified | 


* by the affright, and fond of life, even in 


* o deſperate an ent to preſerve their 
e, 1 


me e away, with a violence which ſoon di- 
* verted 


e * 69 


The ſtate of aniverſal/ war, in which 


with all mankind, left us no room to 


uin ſuch a ſituation, there was not a 
moment to deliberate. I ſprung inſtantly 


* its moſt abject ſtate, not daring to make 


* The rapidity of the ſtream hurried 


y 


© — A = 
„ — — —— A, pra — —— — — 
=_ a a - — — — — 8 
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* verted my attention from every thiny 
but the immediate danger. of my i 
Thrice was I ſwallowed in the whit 
pools, which foamed. among the rock 
A that broke the current of the river; bi 
* the ſtrength and ſpirit of my horſe, 
* whom I clung in the inſtinctive impull 
« of ſelf-preſervation, after I had loft ſenl 


of every thing elle, bore me. neh! «} 
the oppoſite ſnore. cur 
When Lhad recovered ewe" a litth 90 
Land returned thanks to heaven, for . fun 
ſignal a mercy; I looked wiſhfully aroui ., Jof 
„for my companions, but all in va pr 
However, as I had been borne by the tor 1 
tent, out of the view of the enemy, . fen 
lingered awile on the bank, to ſee if thi: m. 
might not Happily have gained fon: at 
* other part; till at length loſing ever ill na 
« ſhadow of ſuch Hope, and- growing Jy IF 
prehenſive, that the rovers might fu tn 

I < ſome ſafer place to paſs the tiver, and fat 
> purſue me, I turned about, and plungei 6 
into the pathleſs wilderneſs, ignorant 6m 
6 *.\whither,t to direct my ſteps. « +] 


] proceeded thus, guided only by 4+ « t 
0 4 Pair, till the approach of night, ha « : 
* the roaring of the various beaſts iſſuing « f 


from their dens in ſearch of prey, warnel 
D997 7 * me 


S, 

thing 
y lik 
Whir 
'rock 


me to provide for the ſafety of the preſent 
moment, however dreadful the farther 
proſpect, which lay before me. Accord- 
ingly faſtening my horſe to the root of a 


bi ploring the divine protection, diſpoſed 
rle, 1 myſelf to reſt among the branches, in 
EY the beſt manner ſuch a ſituation would 
t ſen 4 


admit. 


80 Nature was ſo exhauſted by the ac- 


little 


Fa gone, both in mind and body, that I ſoon 
for | 


| ſunk into a profound' fleep, in which 1 
* Joſt, for ſome happy hours, the remem- 
* brance of my misfortunes.” 


* At the approach of morning, when my 
* 0 ſenſes were refreſhed, and the faculties of 
the 


aw à viſion, and in the power of imagi- 
nation beheld the ſame celeſtial being, 
* which had appeared to me, in my dream, 


father. 


thine own preſumptuous folly have ariſen 


5 thee wiſdom. Thou art now launched 
„forth into the great ocean of the world. 
= Purſue 
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lofty tree, I climbed its ſummit, and im- 


cumulated fatigue, which I had under- 


* my mind had recovered their vigour, | 


© the morning before 1 left the houſe of my 


. Selim, 7 methought he ſaid, regarding . 
eme with a look of reprehenſion, from 


thy misfortunes. Let experience teach 
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* Purſue thy . courſe ſteadily: through 1 
< under the direction of reaſon; nor wh h- 
e thou ſhalt merit its protection by virtuſ my 
fear being deſerted by that powe: ¶ con 
&« which hath hitherto ſo eminently pro my 
© tected thee. Remember, that thougi yet 
the days of man are numbered, and the wh. 
„hour of his death appointed from th gat 
beginning, the manner of that dea e 
& depends upon himſelf, whether in in anc 
« famy or glory.— diff 


My viſion was broken off, as s he a 

« theſe words, by a moſt tremendous noiſe, 
at which I inſtantly awoke ; when the firſ 
c object I ſaw was an huge lion, which 
* had juſt ſeized upon my horſe, and wa 
« tearing him piece-meal. 
-* The diſtreſs, with WD 1 was affected 
© at this ſight, is not to be expreſſed. The fin 
* ſenſe of my dreadful fituation, deprived 5 
* thus. of my beſt aſſiſtance to traverſe at 
* thoſe boundleſs wilds, was heightened by 11 
© gratitude to the noble creature, which if 
had fo lately ſaved my life. I wept, in WW th 


the weakneſs of my ſoul; and was i * th 


© tempted by deſpair to precipitate myſelf WW *« 
upon him, and either revenge, or ſhare in 
; | his fate. e | Sw 
VVV But in 


* 
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gh. 8 * But a recollection of the words, which 
hig had juſt heard in my viſion, prevented 
virtu my being guilty of ſuch raſhneſs. I 
o wer conſidered that the dangers, which made 
pro my preſent: proſpect ſo terrifying, were 
gong yet leſs immediately terrible, than thoſe 
id the which I had fo lately eſcaped; and 
n the gathering hope from thence, 1 implored 
death a continuance of the divine protection, 
n i and reſigned myſelf with humility to the | 
diſpenſations of heaven. 
poke This reſtored my mind to 9050 ſe- 
noiſe, AF renity, and enabled me to conſider, which 
firſt BF way I ſhould: direct my courſe, as ſoon as 
hich WTF the departure of the lion ſhould permit 


me to deſcend from my place of ſafety; 
* but ſo many. obſtacles preſented them- 
* ſelves on every fide, that reaſon could 
find no hope, whereon to form a choice. 
In this perplexity, it occurred to me 
at length to purſue the journey, in which 
had been engaged; and ſtrive to join, 
„if poſſible, the army of Almanzor, 
though with a different intention from 
that with which I had been ſent. 
No reſolution, which was not abſolutely 
* impoſſible, could have been attended 
with greater difficulties. I had ſtill an 
if * immenſe tract of this IRE wilder. 
3 neſs 
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* neſs'. to traverſe. I knew not my w 
through it. I knew not even where th 
army of Almanzor lay. My only dire 
< tion was, that I had heard our journe 
pointed to the weſt; and I imagined th 
© the traces of ſo great an army, would b 
+ eaſily diſcovered, when once 1 ſhoulf 
* come into an inhabired country. 

On the ſupport of this ſlender hope, | 
* ſet out accordingly,” as ſoon as I de 
* ſcended from the tree, and trgvell 
through the wilderneſs for the ſpace d 
* forty days, without meeting the footſteſ 
* of any human creature, or having thi 
© ſatisfaCtion of any certainty, that I v 

not involving myſelf deeper in thoſe inex 
© plicable wilds; chuſing my ſteps by da 
* with the moſt anxious dread of the {er 

* pents, and other venemous reptiles, which 


* hifſed continually on every fide; ard ru 
flying at the approach of night to ſome e me 
© tree for ſafety from the various beaſts if '* 
© whoſe roarings tore the air around mei '” 
© while I fed on wild fruits, with the birds N 

* of the air, except when failing of them 15 
©] was forced to feed upon the birds g 
* themſelves, which I ſlew with my boy T7 
and arrows. 10 


k | | | 28 


PRINCE of BET Us. Jo 


'S, f 
At length even theſe reſources failed 


iy w. 
ere th 
dire 
ourne 
2d tht 
uld 0 
ſhoull 


any fruits; and conſequently met very 
few birds, which ſeldom refort any 
places, but thoſe in which they find 
their food. | 

| + My ſpirits lofing by degrees the ſup⸗ 
port of hope, ſunk with my ſtrength. 1 
thought, it in vain to ſtruggle longer 
with a fate, which ſeemed inevitable; 
and therefore layed me down to wait for 


ope, | 
T de 
velled 


ace oF death, in whatever ſhape he ſhould fn 
otſte to artack me. | 
g the 

I w SECTIO N m. 

iner 

y de © THE place I choſe for this via 
e ſel. was of itſelf ſufficient to throw a gloom _ 
yhich ! over the happieſt mind. Stupendous 
. and ruins, inhabited by every animal, the 
ſome moſt fierce and poiſonous of the ſavage 
eaſts race, and ſurrounded, with woods, almoſt 
me; inpervious to them, hung over a rapid 
birds ſtream, broken into numberleſs cataracts, 
hem by the fragments of the ne, which 
birds had fallen into it. 


Imagination wearied itſelf, in the pre- 
F ſent contemplation, in reflection on the 
* former grandeur of this ſcene of deſo- 
Vol. I. T7 "2 


| } 


* 


me. I was ſeveral days without meeting | 
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0 * lation, till I ſunk into a kind of flumbe 
But the impreſſion made upon my min 
by ſuch objects, had heightened the ſen{ 
* of my own miſery, too much, to permi 
amy ſleeping long. I ſoon: awoke, and 
( © raiſing my eyes, what was my aſtoniſh 
ment to. fee a being; whoſe appearang 
f was fuch as muſt ſtrike the moſt inſenfibk 
© heart with awe. ' His: ſtature aroſe abon 
the common ſize of man. His beard fel 
bright as burniſhed ſilver down his break; 
A looſe veſture ſhewed his large limbs; 
and a ſtaff-ſupported him as he ſtoopel 
cover me. 
My heart almoſt died within me a 

* the ſight. I was ſenſible that I ws 
awake; and wanted that intrepidity with 
* which ſleep prepares us to behold its owt 

* creatures. I thought I beheld a beug 
* of another world; and though deſpait 
had ſteeled me againſt every Commol 
© attack of fear, a ſacred horror ſeized my 
* whole ſoul; and for a time AY al 
: its faculties. 


© Recovering at Singh the power of ut 

6 (dance; " Defend. me, heaven!” I er. 
claimed, my life is in thine hand.“ 
_ © Then proſtrating myſelf at his feet, 0 


%. ora 3 I OI of what! 
0 « ſoorer! 


| —_— 


'S, 
mber 
mine 
e ſenſ 
derm 
, an( 
toniſh: 
rand 
>nfibk 
about 
rd fel 
breaſl 


imbs f 
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2 berer ſtate, for my ſoul feels thou art 
above mortality, receive into thy pro- 

* tection the moſt forlorn of mankind; 
and direct me to ſome end of the . 
„under which I am now ſinking.“ | 

| © He ſaw the diftreſs of my ſoul, od 
reaching his hand with a look of ineffable | 
benevolence, © Ariſe, my ſon!” ſaid he, 
#ariſe; and fear not. You behold a man 
like yourſelf A man, once as unhappy 

* as you can: poſſibly be, till reſignation, 
and the lenient hand of time, in ſome 
degree healed the wounds of misfortune; 
and reſtored peace to my heart. Nature, 

at the long diſuſed ſight of man, firſt led 
me toward you; and ſympathy now bids 
me offer you all the conſolation and 
aſſiſtance in my power.“ 
Encouraged by theſe words, and more 
by the manner in which the venerable 

* ſpeaker of them addreſſed me, I aroſe; 
and bowing my head, in ſign of grateful 

* obedience, for. I was not yet ſufficiently 

* afſured to ſpeak, I followed him toward 
his habitation, which he ſhewed me at 


4 ſome diſtance from the other ruins, by | 
«iy # the fide of the river. | 
hit *It was a circular building of vaſt ex- 


. "IT the walls of which had been fo high, 
TRY Ha 7M - 


1 Mununtn 9 
n . 
* 


It looked into an open ſpace, in the centr 
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that, though à great part of them wa; 
fallen in ſeveral places, that which re. 
mained ſtanding was ſtill ſufficient to 
* exclude every creature without wings: 
nor could I perceive a place of entrance 
for any other, as he led me all around it 

* I was juſt going to expreſs my ſurpriz 
© at this, when my conductor ſtooped ; and 
© taking a ladder, which lay concealed ati 
© little diſtance, he applied it to a narroy 
aperture in the wall, at a confiderabk 
_ © height from the ground, into which, 
© when we had aſcended, he- drew the 
6 ladder after him. 

© I found myſelf, now, in a large caller 
< arched over-head, and ſupported by maſſj 
* pillars of the moſt exquiſite workmanſhiy, 


of the building, part of which was plantel 
« with fruit-trees of different forts, and the 
< reſt cultivated as a garden; and filled wic 
various kinds of vegetables. 


When I had indulged my curioſity for 
_ © ſome minutes, in gazing at objects ſone# 
© ts me, we deſcended into a ſpaciou 

apartment, under the gallery; in tbe 
middle of which there aroſe a fountii 
that filled a bath of the whiteſt marble; 


Land, with its over-flowing, watered tht 
2 * 


| nes of BTI IS. "7: 
garden, through which it was led in 
channels, cut for that e 


85 
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ch re. 
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vings: 


SECTION: IV. 


.ranc | 
und , As we 050 to the fountain, we I 

pra were met by a young female, the ſight 
1; and of whom added to the wonder with 43 


which my ſoul was filled. She was clad 
in a robe of blue ſilk, which covered her 
© whole form. A net of the ſame colour 
* encloſed her hair, which was wrapped in 

* woven treſſes round her head, and ſhone 
like the plumes of the raven. Her eyes 
* Hold!” interrupted Temugin, I hate 


d ati 
Arrof 
erable 
yhich, 
V the 


le, 

aſh * deſcriptions of beauty. They are always 
ſhip *drawn by an over-heated imagination: * 
rent and only make the partiality of the painter 


| © ridiculous.” 
The captive bluſhed at this rebuke; 
and looking down abaſhed for ſome mo- 
ments, ſighed and reſumed his ſtory. 
dhe ſtarted at the ſight of me; and | 
* gazing with the moſt eager aſtoniſhment, . ' 
* turned her eyes frequently to my con- 
« ductor, as if to enquire, who I could be. 
He foon underſtood her; and ſmiling 
bat her ſurprize, © Receive, my child,” 

* faid he, « a ſtranger whom heaven hath | 
E 3 Mc ſent | 


anted 
d the 
| witl 
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« ſent to enliven this ſolitary ſcene. Bring 
« your gueſt a garment to put on, when 
he comes out of the bath; and then 
« prepare us. à repaſt, from thoſe ſtores, 
* which the bounty of heaven ſupplies 
e faſter than we can conſume ; and are 

& always beſt beſtowed 5 thoſe who 
« want them moſt. | 
On his ſaying this'ſhe withdrew; and 
* returning directly with a veſture, het 
© father and I went into the bath together. 
When I had purified and refreſhed 
6 myſelf, after my fatigue, he led me back 
into the gallery, where ſhe had laid for 
dus a variety of fruits, fome dried in the 
© ſun, and others freſh-plucked from the 
trees, with a vaſe of living water, Jul 
drawn from the fountain. 


My hoſt, having thanked heaven For 
 * its bleſſings, reached me ſome of the 
| © fruits; and encoutaged me to eat by his 

Fe example. 15 

982 „Having ſatisfiedd the cravings of ns: 
ture, and being in ſome degree relieved 
© by his beneficence, from the awe, with 
© which his appearance had ſtruck me, | 
© began to recover my ſpirits, and look 
$ around me with lets embarraſſment. 

4 © F congratulate 
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85 

Br ing < I congratulate you, my ſon,” ſaid my 

when hoſt obſerving the alteration in my looks, 

_ then on the comfort which this ſcene of. de- 

ſtores Bi: (lation has adminiſtered to your diſtreſs. 

Dug Be not aſhamed. It argues not any 
are 


malevolence of diſpoſition: Nature re- 
* ceives conſolation from ſociety, even in 
* miſery, from the thought of not being 


5 any marked for the ſole object of the wrath 
h het WS: of heaven. 
her 


„ 
« Diſtreſs, great as ever wounded the 
© human heart, firſt drove me into theſe 
wilds; where chance directed my ſteps 
*to this place. The view ſtruck me. I 
thought ſuch an habitation beſt ſuited 


1 the Wl 15 my ſtate; and that the hand of 
Ju heaven had led me to it, to ſhew. os 
(the vanity of this world and all 

or if grandeur. 

= This reflection bes my heart ; 
u and time inſenſibly wore off the edge of 
12 * my afffictions, ſo far, that in a few years 
ved * Icould ſay, I was not unhappy ; nor had 
wich a wiſh to throw away, for any thing this 
ef * world could afford, beyond what. I en- 


ok « joyed in this ſolitude. But alas! even 
33 this abſence of unhappineſs was too 
1 * much to laſt! I had more to ſuffer be- 
a bs fore [ was to be releaſed from life. | 

* 4 | 66 But 


yo The 8 of AxsAczs, 


But I ſee you are fatigued. Eveniny 
draus on, when we muſt retire to rel 
„While day confines the natural lords d 
4 theſe ruins to their caves, I walk abroad, 
& ſole viceroy of their empire; but yield the 
more pleaſant evening, and cool night u 
« the ſtronger; and retire to this place d 
“ ſafety, while they reſume their ſway. 
„In the morning, when reſt ſhall thaw 


* refreſhed your over. laboured body, and * 
6 calmed the tumult in your mind, I wil «of 
< lead you through ſome of the moſt re. G 
* markable places of my dominion ; and þ 
< afterwards gratify the curioſity, which | 7 
I ſee you feel, by relating the occurren- « 
« ces of my life; from a compariſon of i, c 

© which, with your own, you can not fail. 2 
of receiving conſolation, and encourage. of 
© ment to ſlight the evils of ſo uncertain 1 | 
« ſtate. | 

„Think that you lie this night, among 
the ruins of a city, once the habitation - 
« of myriads; but now for ages loſt to hu . ch 
„ man knowledge; and ſleep contented . 0 
and ſecure, in juſt contempt of even Wl. 
7 thing which can happen, in ſuch a world.” .. 
— Saying this, he led me to another apart . f 


5 ment in the 1 and recommending 
* 
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me to the proteCtion of heaven, left me to 
— 7D #76 Ty 
But it was a conſiderable time, before 
the working of my mind would permit 
me to ſleep. The change of my ſtate, 


.vening 
to reſt 
rds d 
broad 
eld the 


3 F from the preceding day, appeared too great 1 | i 
y. and ſudden to be real. I doubted my 1 


* than a fond illuſion of imagination. 


- 3 Revolving at length the whole progreſs 
Mt re. *of my life, my eyes were opened; and I 
av the clue, with which I had been led 


by heaven, through the labyrinth. Ele- 


hich | | 
a vated by this thought, J offered up my 
n af ul, in prayer and thankſgiving; and re- 
t fall ſigning myſelf, in humble aſſurance, to 


rage. 


* the ſame protector, ſoon found the bleſſing 
zin 4 Eo, 


* of quiet ſleep. 
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10ng 


31100 . = Fo 
h - © WV HEN I joined my beneficent hoft, 
ited the next morning, he ſaw the change in 


my looks, and congratulated me upon 


ery . | 
as I It. 9 1 rejoice, my ſon,” faid he, t at / 
art. your having found that comfort, which | 
ing WI reſignation to the will of heaven, never 


* fails to bring to a virtuous heart. A 
[4 . ; a . . | 
Placid conntenance ſhews a mind at 
8 ˙ꝝ᷑dʒ; | © no 


me 


a> 
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e peace. As foon as we ſhall: have taker 
* ſome food, I will fulfil my promiſe d 
* ſhewing you my dominions . 


I « with wonder at every thing around me, 


2 which I have ſeen in places, once under 


e a name perhaps unknown to you, I judge 
« ries; beheld with ſavage pleaſure the 


«humanity, men ſtill more brutal, entering 
& into deadly combat with them, or with 
4 eachother, compelled by tyrant force, d 


We then ſat down; and eating of ſom 
fruits; which had been. laid in readineſ 
for us, Had there never been a leſs in 
© 'nocent banquet. made in this place,” fail 
he {miling, it would not now de an Heap 
bs 6 ruins,” 


Then obſerving, thas 1 Aill locke 


4 ſee,” he continued, © that you art 
* ſurprized at the ſtructure of my habi- 
tation. From ruins of the fame kind, 


« the dominion of 'a people from the 
regions of the ſetting ſun, called Romans, 


that this edifice was raiſed for the exl- 
* bition of ſhews, to entertain the popu 
& lace, who, after feaſting in theſe galle 


« fiereeſt of the brute creation, let looſe in 
« yonder open ſpace to indulge their nati- 
* ral antipathies; and to the diſgrace o 


6 for the fordid ns of hire.” - 
6 Struck 
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Struck with horror at ſuch an account, 
I could not forbear exclaiming in the in- 
« dignation of my ſou], © Juftly hath ſuch 
an abandoned people been exterminated 
from the face of the earth! Juſtly hath 
« 4 place polluted with ſuch nn fallen 5 
« % rum?” | 
Take care, my ſon, he returned; 
man muſt not preſume to direct the 
juſtice, or trace the wrath of heaven, 
'* whoſe ways are all above his compre- 
* henfion. - If the moſt virtuous people 
were brought to a ſtrict account for their 
actions, the moſt ſacred places judged 
* by what is done in them, the whole earth 
* would Jong ſince have been an uninha- 
bited deſart; a ſcene of deſolation and 
K ruin 
But let us go, before the heat of the 
* ſun becomes too fierce, and take a view 
of ſome of the neighbouring parts of 
* theſe ruins. They will reconcile you to 
8 the fate, which invariably attends all the 
* works, all the deſigns of man. 
At our return, if your curioſity ſhall 
* fo require, we will beguile the ſultry 
hours of noo, in the cool ſhade of theſe 
: arches, by a rected of the misfortunes 
«which 
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4. which drove me thus from human Inter: 


& courſe.” 
© The ſcenes, chrough which he led me 
© were ſufficient to humble human pride; 
and damp the ardour of ambition, in ther 
« bighet flights. Every effort of art 1 
© elude oblivion, and guard againſt the 
* waſte of time, 'was here defeated in the 
* moſt mortifying manner. .Statues, whoſe 
* remains ſhewed traces of the moſt ex- 
* quifite workmanſhip; and columns, which 
* ſeemed to have been built as firm, as the 
foundations of the earth, lay defaced and 
* tumbled on each other, in heaps of pro- 
* miſcuqus rubbiſh. 
< Theſe ſtatues,” ſaid my guide, ſee- 
ing me ſtruck by the ſight, © were finiſhed 
<« with ſo much care to perpetuate the name 
< of ſome noted perſon; theſe columns 
_ < raiſed with ſuch ſtrength to eternize the 
„ memory of ſome famous action; but 6 
< effectually hath the vain deſign been de. 
« feated, that during a reſidence of more 
* than five hundred moons among thele 
<-ruitts;'never have I met in all my ſearches 
* ſingle inſcription, which might direct 
= me to the moſt diſtant conjecture, even 
“of the name of a city, on the magnif- 


<.cence of which fo much labour and coſt 
* Wa 


* 
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were evidently expended; never have I 
ſeen the face of an human being, before 


inte. 


d me vour's, except my own immediate com- 
ride; panions.” 11 | 
ther Such reflections were too painful to be 
rt vw purſued. I turned away from the objects, 


t the 
n the 
y hoſe 
t ex. 
yhach 
is the 
J and 


which ſuggeſted them; and my conduc- 
tor ſeeing how deeply I was affected, diſ- 
continued his intended walk, for that 
time; and kindly returned with me, to his 
habitation; where ſeating ourſelves, on 
the verge of the fountain, I requeſted him 
to relate the hiſtory of his life, which he 


pro- began in theſe words. 

| ſee- SECTION VI. 

iſned BY Re 1 
anc i © THOUGH, the recital I am now enter- 
1mns ing upon, will lift up the oblivious veil, 
> the which time hath kindly thrown over my 
ut b griefs; and the wounds of my heart open 
1 de- at the recollection of misfortunes too 
nore mighty to admit of redreſs, yet for thy 


heſe 
ches 
jrect 
even 
nif· 
coſt 


lake, O my ſon, da I willingly undertake 
the painful taſk; as a view of the evils 
* inevitably incident to humanity, cannot 
+ fail of adminiſtering a melancholy. conſo- 
lation under your preſent diſtreſſes, and 
[ ay: 8 inſtruction for your future 
710 conduct: 
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conduct; the events which rule the lif 
* of man, in all its various ſituations, ar 
* ſing from cauſes eſſentially alike, how eve 
they may happen to differ i in circumſtauſ 
ces merely accidental. 5 
But firſt, as my misfortunes aroſe int 
1 mediately from thoſe of my country, ant 
were in every ſenſe connected with then 
ait will be neceſſary for me to look back f 
* a moment to diſtant ages, in order to gin 
a juſt view of the latter, and of the cauſs 
from which they ſprung. 
© When the inteſtine diviſions, which 
© had fo long diſtracted the councils of th 
© mighty city of Carthage, had at lengtl 
made that queen of Africa fall a prey ti 
* the ambition of the Romans, the fen 
© who remained of the illuſtrious houſe d 
Barcas, diſdaining to live in ſubjection u 
enemies, whom they had fo often van: 
© quiſhed in the field, and preferring liber 
ty, under the heavieſt inconveniencis 
* which nature could ſupport, to all tht 
luxury and magnifieenee of their enſlaved 
* coutitry, feſolved to leave it, and ſeek 
< ſome happier habitation. . / 
- © Communicating their deſign according 
„ly, to as many as they imagined willing 


c and 9 to chere i in it, they * pul 
"6 the 


PRINCE of 'BeTLIs 87 
the Ii chemſelves under the conduct of Narba], 
ns, au nephew to the great Annibal; and ſecret- 
were ly embarking their families and wealth in 
mſtar ſhips provided by him for the purpoſe, 
they ſet ſail in a propitious hour, commit- 
ting themſelves, and all their hopes, to 
the guidance and protection of the gods 
of their country. 

The melancholy- cauſe of their flight 
convineing them of the neceſſity of di- 
 recting their courſe to ſome very diſtant 
region, Narbal, whoſe genius, turned to 
* purſuits of a milder nature than the reſt of 
his illuſtrious family, had led him into 
every climate under heaven to promote 
the commerce of his country, determined 
e fei to ſeek a ſettlement on the iſland of Seren- - 
uſe d dib, as the place moſt likely to be ſafe 
ion 0888 from the invaſion of the Romans, thoſe 
van enemies to human liberty. | 
liber Sailing therefore along the coaſt of 


E 8, 


ole im 
y, and 
them 
ick fa 
to gint 
cauſe 


which 
of tht 
engt 
rey (0 


cnc Africa, they paſſed the mouths of the 
tte Nile, and landing at Calixene, journied 
layed by land from thence to Sue; where 
ſeel £ Narbal, who was well known, and high 
in reſpect, ſoon procured other ſhips, in 
ding *which he purſued his intended voyage, 
ili * till he came within ſight of Dira; when 


a violent ſtorm of wind aroſe; which in 
8 "ww 


Vith the ſpontaneous produce of the earth 


_ _ ... + Misfortune had ſoftened the 3 of 
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< ſpite of all the {kill and efforts of the m 
< riners, drove him back upon the coaſt 
Saquem. I call places by their preſe 
names, to avoid obſcurity. _ 
A wiſe man turns every event to ai 
vantage. Narbal having landed his pe 
© ple, to refreſh them after the fatigues d 
© the ſtorm, went to take a view of the cow 
try, which he found beautifully bleſſed h 
* nature, and wanting only proper cult 
© tion to make it afford all the neceſſaries 
. © of life; the few inhabitants, who had fl 
at his approach, living . poorly, content 


_ © Pleaſed with this diſcovery, and cor 
5 * ſtruing the ſtorm as a direCtion from hes 
ven, he immediately choſe a ſpot, on the 
banks of a beautiful river, the mouth d 
+ which formed a ſpacious ide and laid 
the foundations of a city, which he named 
4 Byrſa, in pious remembrance of the re 
© vered place of his nativity, whoſe unhappy 
+ fate made him afraid to adopt the' inau- 
+ ſpicious name of Carthage. 


* < this new people; and taught them all thoſe 
duties of humanity, which are too often 
“ neglected in the high blood of a proſpe- 


rxous eſtate. The tenderneſs with which 
Mm * they 
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hey treated ſuch of the natives as hap- 
dened to fall into their hands, whom they 
onſtantly diſmiſſed with preſents, ſoon 
on the love and confidence of all the 
eighbouring people, fo far that they came 
to them in crowds, and ſubmitted gladly 
to an authority, which they ſaw promoted 
their happineſs. 


2E. 

the m 
coaſt 7 
preſen 


to A 
nis De 
gues d 


age With ſuch an acceſſion, their city ſoon 
: N f aroſe to a conſiderable degree of ſtrength 
* and convenience, for the ſafety as well as 


for the neceſſary purpoſes of life; and 
the inhabitants, encouraged by ſucceſs, ap- 
plied themſelves to every art of induſtry 


ad fled 
:Ontent 


* and genius, to advance their general 
* intereſt. 
$i * The hills echoed with the voice of their 


flocks and herds. The plains and yallies 
ſmiled in the rich livery of harveſt; while 
the ſhips, which had ſerved the melan- 
choly purpoſe of their flight, now brought 
them the moſt precious merchandizes of 
the Eaſt, i in return for their manufactures, 
and the ſuperfluous Pronuce of their new 
country. 


uth of 
d laid 
amel 
e re- 


app 
inau- 


1s of 
thoſe 
often 
ſpe- 
hick 
they 


© nal hope of ſecuring the continuance 0 
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SECTION VI. 
© WHEN all things were ſettled i in thi 


* proſperous courſe, Narbal, whoſe vien 
_ © were too extenſive to be confined to the 
© preſent moment, aſſembled his whol 
© people; and laying before them the pr 
' ſent flouriſhing ſtate of their affairs, n 
* ſigned into their hands the authority wit 
* which they had entruſted him; adviſuy 
them to eſtabliſh ſome permanent forme 

government, which might give a ratio: 


© their happineſs. 
But they, who had ddd wiſdom i 
© the ſchool of adverſity, were not to bh 
« tempted by any allurements of power; u « 

6 forego the advantages which they expe he 
© rienced under his care, They not ou wh 
© refuſed to accept his reſignation, but u ha 
© the warmth of their gratitude and couf -: to 
* dence, offered to chuſe him directi fol tak 
© their king, TT. | Wi 
Though this far out-went the-intention {if al 
of Narbal, he thought proper to accede 


in appearance to their propoſal W 


D Preſent, as s the method for 8 ed 
* t 6 | 
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eb he had in view; but de- 
Hlined actually receiving the crown, till he 
ould make ſome preparations, which he 
ſteemeU neceſſary for ſo ſolemn a cere- 
The opportunities Narbal had had of 
omparing the various forms of govern- 
ment, in all the various countries thro? 
which he had travelled, having enabled 
him to diſcover the defects and advan- 
tages in each, he directly applied himſelf 
with the utmoſt aſſiduity and attention, 
to ſelect from all, ſuch particular parts, as 
when digeſted into one conſiſtent ſyſtem, | 


ES, 


in th 
> view 
| to th 
hol 
he pre 
irs, u 
ty wit 
dviſig 
Orme 
ratio 
ance 0 
pineſs of the community, the great end of 
all government, in the purity of its origi- 
nal intention. 
When he had compleated his deſign, 


om i 


yer, u 
expo he again convened the people, on a mount 


which aroſe. in the midf of the city ; and 
having offered up ſacrifices and prayers 
to the gods, to be propitious to his under- 
taking, the moſt venerable of the elders 
informed them of the cauſe of their being 
alſembled. 

An univerſal burſt of joyful aeclama- 
tion teſtifying their aſſent, Narbal advanc- 
ed 6 the _ and waving his hand to 
© _*< demand 


might be moſt likely to procure the haf - 


92 The:HisToRY of ARSACESs, 
demand attention, declared with a dete 
© mined look and accent, that as he yi 
come there that day, to take upon him th 

* government of the ſtate, at their reque 

not by his own deſire, he expected tha 
© would permit him to explain the ter 
on which alone it was his invariable rev] 
© Jution to enter upon Tons equally difticu 
and important charge. 
A ſilence, ſtill as death, following 
* words, he drew forth from his boſom 
written roll, and read aloud to them 
particular account of the form of goven 
ment which he propoſed to eſtabliſh, & 
« firing them to make their objeQtions t 
t the whole, or any particular part-thered, 
© which they ſhould diſapprove; as ti 

_ © ſanction of their approbation that day v 
© to be for ever after Irrovocable. — 


SECTION vil. 


. © IT is not neceſſary to enter into a mi 
© nute detail of all the ſeveral parts of hs 
© ſyſtem, A ſhort ſketch of the leading 
principles of it, will dice ſhev is 

* excellence. 
1 85 Juſtly ſenſible that the dm o 4 
< ſtate 18 n derived from and de- 
6 pended 


a 


AR 
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CES, 


a dete pendent on the favour of heaven, he or- 
he wilMWained, that all the facred rites of reli- 


him i gion ſhould be conſtantly performed with . 
requelMpicty and proper order; and to enable the 
ed the perſons ſet apart for the performance of 


them to attend, to that duty, without in- 
terruption from the anxieties and avoca- 
tions of domeſtic care, and give them that 
reſpect in the eyes of the people, which 


E ter 
ble rehli 
a 


ving hi 


is indiſpenſibly neceſſary to add weight 
zoſon i and influence to precepts, he appointed 
hem them a competent ſupport out of the pub- 


govem lic revenue, without laying them under 
ſh, & the dangerous neceſſity of receiving that 
ions oF ſupport from the voluntary contributions 
here of particulars, who might either want 


ability or inclination to give it, and there- 
fore would hold the demander in diſc - 
v eſteem; as a right to enforce ſuch de- 
mand, by compulſive means, the only re- 

medy in ſuch a ſituation, muſt raiſe ani- 
moſities which would prejudice the peo- 
* ple againſt his pe, as well as againſt 


of 19 himſelf. 
eading © The miſeries which is had invariably | 


ew in ſeen the people groan under, in thoſe _ 
6 countries where the prince knows no law 
7 of 4 © but his own will, and executes that law 
d de: chimſelf, over- balanced every rogue 
1 e | _ © With. - 


as th 
ay ws 


Pd 


514M every ſucceſſion; a right ineſtimable 
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with which power could aſſail his ger 
rous heart, and determined him again 
form of government, where greatneſs! 
© purchaſed at ſo dear a price; as on th 
other hand, he bad before his eyes, in th 
unhappy fate of his native country, am 
lancholy proof of the evils attending th 
governments, in which the ſupreme pom 
is lodged ſolely in the collective body d 
© the people, whoſe councils are too ofte 
© dictated by caprice or intrigue, and who 
© motions, where the object is not inſtantiſ 
* preſent, are as flow and feeble, as their u 
* ſolutions are precipitate and raſn. 
Between theſe two extremes, the wil 
dom of Narbal choſe a mean, in whict 
< he hoped to avoid the evils NN to 
Sboth; 
To give dignity and. vigour to thi 
© ſtate, he ordained, that it ſhould be go 
© verned by a king; as he alſo ordained 
© that the crown ſhould deſcend by regulat 
© facceffion in one family, to obviate tht 
fatal conſequences which attend the ſtrug 
* gles of ambition ; being too well read i 
© the human heart, to truſt the people wit 
the right of chufng their ſovereign on 


8 5 in its firſt Tn where reaſon . 
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Es, 
the choice to merit only, but liable to ſuch 


8 gen 
gain 
tneſz! 
On tſk 
5 in U 


every advantage. 


thus rendered hereditary and certain, he 


— crown, by laws which aſcertained the 
> pom rights of the people; which laws were to 
ody d be acknowledged by every {ucceſfive ſove- 

o oft reign, on his aſcending the throne; and 


| whol 
ſtanth 
Heir 1e 


tion of the people's obedience. 

© To aflift the ſovereign with their ad- 
vice, in the arduous affairs of government, 
e vin he inſtituted a council, compoſed of the 
which 
lent i 


to the 


— tereſts might be ſacrificed to thoſe of their | 
; new fellow ſubjects. 
wrt That this council ſhould not be ſubje 


to the influences of fear or mercenary mo- 
tives, he appointed them ſeveral honour- 
able and important privileges, and con- 
* ligned to each a conſiderable property out 


ſtrug- 
ad 10 
> > wit 
zn n 
nable 
frects 
« th 


e were to deſcend to their poſte- 


abuſe in the praclice, as over-balances I; 
To prevent the abuſe of power, when 


appointed limits to the authority of the 


his obſervation of them made the condi- 


elders and chiefs of the Carthaginian fa- 
milies, who had been the companions of 
his flight, to whom he joined a few of the 
natives, moſt eminent for their virtue, to 
obviate any apprehenſion, that their in- 


of the public ſtock, which privilege and 


-, a rity, | 


Te 
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| © rity, who were to be the hereditary cou 
_ © ſellors of the king, and guardians of ti 
laws, ſo long as they perſevered in 
* principles of private as well as publi 
virtue, for which they were raiſed to ſud 

© honour; but on their falling off fran 
c them, or diſſipating the property thy 
given to ſecure their independance, al 

* thoſe advantages were to be forfeited 
8 © their families reduced to a private rank, 
* and their places filled with. perſons more 

« worthy of them. 
Leſt this preeminence ſhould tem 
4 © this hereditary council to infringe upon 
* the authority of the ſovereign, or joit 
him in oppreſſing the people, abo 
whom they were thus raiſed, Narbi 
« inſtituted a ſecond council, inferior it 
rank, to be choſen annually by the pedo 
from among themſelves, to watch over 
4 their intereſts, and defeat any attempt 
* which might be made either by the ſove 
© reign, or the ſuperior council, to exceed 
« the limits reſpectively appointed to them; 
* which ſecond council was to be convened 
at a certain time in every year, to ext 
= mine paſt tranſactions, and concert future 
' © meaſures; during their attendance on 
c which duties, they were to 1 
| | Rs >6 tame 


© 


8, 
co l 
of thi 
in 


ſame privileges as the ſuperior council; 
but at the end of that attendance, to re- 


pub 1 this ſhort duration of their authority was 
to ud ordained, that in caſe this repreſentative 
* fra council, or any of its members, ſhould 


y thus deviate from the ſenſe of their conſti- 
ce, ¶¶tuents, or betray their confidence, the 
feited if people might have a timely remedy in 


ran their power, by correcting their choice; 


3 mote 
faithful hands, before any evil or error 


tem committed by them ſhould take too deep 

> upo © 4 root. | 

r u By theſe two councils, in conjanAtion 
abo with the ſovereign, were to be framed. all 


NarbdlMF* future laws for the government of the 
ior u ſtate, as well in its interior policy, as in 
people Wy* reſpect to its connections and intercourſe / 
1 over with other ſtates; which conjunction was 
emp * © eſſential, that the diſſent of the ſove- 
e ſoye· reign, or Aer council, prevented the 


exceed 
them; 


« eſtabliſhment of the law propoſed : and 
*of all laws, the execution was committed 


wenel FF © to the king, with a, power of appointing 
o ex perſons proper for that purpoſe ; but 
future under this reſtriction, that no perſon 


ce n ſhould be appointed to execute the laws, 
y uy 


fame: 
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turn to their former private ſtate; and 
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and entruſting their rights into more 
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Who was himſelf known to perſiſt int 
violation of any law. 

And laſtly, to ſupport the dani a 
L dhe crown, and defray. the neeeſſary ex 
© pences of the ſtate, he appointed a cer 
* tain portion of lands to be eultivated h 


. ſuch delinquents, as by their crime A 

| © ſhould deſerve.the loſs of liberty; bei ” 

* ſenſible of the abſurdity and injuſtice i. . 

the public, of depriving it of the ſervia . ; 

af its members, by puniſhing any crime T 

< beſide murder, with the death of the cl, « 

| © mminal; and that as all other, crimes pw. q 

- © oped ultimately from idleneſs, their prope N 

ppuniſhment is labour, the apprehenſaſ. - 
f which accumulated as far as ti. 

_ * ſtrength ef the criminal could poſſibyil. « 

ſſupport, and continued for his life, mu 7 

| © be much more gffectual to prevent th 
commiſſion of ſuch crimes, than a 

* qther puniſhment, however ſevere, bu 

of ſhort duration; and till there ſhoul "= 

be a ſufficient number of ſuch delis Pa 

« quents, or if happily there never ſnouli . - 

- © then by the lower ranks of the people fi mw 

© hire, to be paid out of the produce d. 8 

6 their labour. | . pl 

Touch a ſyſtem of government it was * 

4 impoſible to ä any N Tbe . 50 
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n + people unanimouſly teſtified their appro- 
1 bation of it in the ſtrongeſt manner; and 
ity 0: Narbal, baving ſworn at the altar to pre- 
ry eng ſerve it inviolably, in every reſpect and 
a ce: inſtance, to the utmoſt of his power; 
ed and imprecated the vengeance of heaven 
eme upon any of his ſucceſſors who ſhould at- 
beuge tempt to ſubvert it, he received the 
Lice u; crown from the hands of the chief prieſt, 
ſervo: amid the univerſal acclamations and 
+ bleſſings of all preſent; who in return 
$ ſwore fidelity to him, and obedience to 
the government, which he planned for 
their mutual benefit; concluding the 
* facred ſolemnity with oblations and 
* prayers to the gods for their — and 
3 


sECTION N. 


bh THE ſame wiſdom and public ſpirit 
* which had dictated this form of govern- 
ment, appeared in every act of Narbal's 
reign. He promoted virtue, and pu- 
niſhed vice. He ſecured the civil rights 
and private property of his ſubjects, by 
plain and.equitable laws. He eſtabliſhed | 
order in the ſtate; and regulated its in- 
ternal. policy. He reſtrained often tatious 


1 8 : 
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* expence, luxury, and exceſs. He encou- 
* raged induſtry, and application to the 
© uſeful arts; and his own conduct was the 
beſt comment on his laws. 
When he had ſettled theſe moſt im- 
_ © mediate objects of his care, he extended 
it to others more remote, ogg not leſs 
important. 
He knew that induſtry is W 
* parent of ſtrength; and commerce the 
© only inexhauſtible fund of wealth to a 
© ſtate: but he had learned from the un- « hc 
happy fate of Carthage, that even com- Wl © th 
© merce may be purſued too far, and that if « « 


© exceſs of wealth is weakneſs. He there 6 
fore directed the ſpirit of W to a (lic 
more ſolid object. | * Jat 
Ol all the ways, in which the com if « 


© bined force of the human mind and 

* body can be exerted, the moſt advants- 
© geous, and at the ſame time the moſt 
truly honourable, is agriculture. It cr- 
© ates that wealth, which commerce only 
* collects: it ſupports the arts, by . 


* ing life for the exerciſe of them: po 
increaſes population, and provides 11» * yo! 
© that encreaſe. In a word, as much 48 api 
© the ſupply of natural, is more important 


c than that of artificial wants; as much 
6, 
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« as life itſelf, than the phantaſtic emolu- 
ments of it, by ſo much is agriculture 
L ſuperior to every other art: and for this 
« reaſon, the firſt and great aim of Nar- 
* bal's policy, through the whole courſe 
+ of his reign, was to improve agriculture, 
and promote it by every encouragement 
of intereſt and honour, 
Nor was his care confined within the 
circle of his own kingdom. He ſtudied 
the genius and intereſts of all the neigh- 
© bouging nations, and laid down rules for 
the conduct proper to be obſerved in 
every poſſible intercourſe with them. 
Though the firſt aim of Narbal's 
© licy was peace, and his firſt laws calcu- 
 Jated for the cultivation of it, he was too 
Lyell acquainted with human nature to 
expect that ſuch a bleſſing could be pre- 
* ſerved to his people without the ſupport 
* of force, to repel the attacks of envy, 
\* intereſt, and ambition. 
0 eſtabliſh this force, therefore, in 
* conſtant readineſs for ſo neceſſary a pur- 
* poſe, he ordained that all the Byrſan 
* youth ſhould learn the warlike arts, and 
: ' appear at certain ſtated times in every 
year before him, to:ſhew their expertneſs 
1 at them; encouraging emulation by ho- 
F 3 nmorary 


OY now no more? The theme muſt be dif- 
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_ © norary prizes; but at the ſame time. 
© raking every poſſible precaution to ſup- 
© prels ambition and an indiſerimmate pal « fa 

< fhon for war. 2 
»The wiſdom of theſe ph ſoon Wl «© dc 
© appeared. His people was held in eſteem ce 
and refpe&t by all the neighbouring I 
nations. They were happy in them. WW gon 
* ſelves; and their country floutiſhed i in all felt 
the bleſſings of induſtry and peace; and | 
* as far as human reaſon could look for- 
ward into time, the firmneſs of the baſis WI ' 
upon which his happineſs was W 3 
« ſecured its duration. 

But why do I dwell thus fondly on the 

* excellencies of a government, which i, 


© intereſting to you; but my mind is ſo 
filled with the revered idea; that in the 
overflow ing of my heart, I have inſenſi- 
* bly ran into lengths, beyond my firſ 
* deſign. '—Saying this he wiped 9 the 
tears— 

* Imitate not his ptolixity, intertupred 
Temigin, by a deſoription of grief, 4s 
diſguſting in your repetition, as it was 
groundleſs in him. As well may it be 

+ expected to make the fea ſtand ſtill, a 


*to frame a * of * which 
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will not change. Every hour produces 
$;ncidents, which alter its form, as neceſ- | 
© farily as the motion of the air moves the 
face of the waters. But ſuch is the wiſ- 
dom of ſpeculative legiſlators. Pro- 
ceed.— | 

The captive bowed his head in fubraiC 
Gon to a reproof, the force of which he 
felt; and thus reſumed his ſtory. 


SECTION &. 
| * HEAVEN, continued my hoſt, re- 
warded the virtue of Narbal, in the 
ampleſt manner. He ſaw all his pious 
* Iabours crowned with ſucceſs; and died 
© full of years, and full of glory, leaving 
"his crown to a fon, worthy to ſucceed 
« him. | 

'$. The kingdom of Byrſa flouriſhed for 
a many ages, under 2 on ſuceeſſion of 
* princes of the race of Narbal; who all 
adhered faithfully to the great principles 
' of his government, every change which 
became neceſſary, in the change of 
times, being regulated by then. : 

* But unhappily the fame care was not 

' obſerved, perhaps was not poffible to be 
| 'obſerved, in the minuter matters of do- 
Fx” A 
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* meſtic policy. A long courſe of proſpe. 
5 "rity made the Byrſans forget, that then 
© ſtate owed its origin to misfortune; and 

wealth, accumulated by K Was 
thought to remove the of that 
Virzue. 

he ana. wants 4 man are few, 


and eaſily ſupplied; but the artificial are 


* infinite, and inſatiable. Not content with 
the neceſſaries of life, he looks around 
for the. conveniences, from which to the 
** luxuries the aſcent is inſenſible. 
Noc ſooner had the ſumptuary laws, 6 
* {krictly enjoined by Narbal, began to be 
relaxed, than the ſpirit of commerce, 
g conſequentially, and deſignedly reſtrained 
* by them, broke through all bounds ; and 
: ranſacked every quarter of the earth to 
* gratify the Phantaſtick demands of tus 
* ury and caprice. 
© The opportunities, which this e 
«© of bartering from one to another, the 
various products of all the various na- 
tions, with whom they traded, afforded 
them ſuch gain, that as their wealth had 
made them luxurious, ſo their luxury 
made them wealthy. 
The effects of this were Ginn felt. 
The wealth of individuals exceeded that 


« of 
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. of the ſtate, 1 in every degree of juſt pro- 
yortion : and their expence exceeded that 
A falſe refinement univerſally 
© took place of that ſublime ſimplicity of 
« ſentiment and manners, which had been 
© the honourable characteriſtic of the Byr- 
© ſan nation. Their buildings were raiſed 
more for oftentation than uſe. Their 
© garments were faſhioned by vanity, Their 
food was choſen merely for its expence, 
however diſagreeable to the taſte, or de- 
©ſtrutive to health. Reſpect was meaſur- 
ed by riches. Honours were openly ſold; 
or conferred for ſervices, in their nature 
* moſt diſhonourable. Virtue and merit 
$ were depreſſed by contempt and neglect; 


= & while vice found favour, and injudicious 
8 1 encouraged: crimes, by farming 


Juſtice of its terrors. 
* In a word, the whole biſinels of life | 


e as diſſipation; and every thing ſerious, 
every regard to decency, moral virtue, 

5 and religion, was turned into ridicule. 

ar. In order to carry on their commerce 

2 Wt greater advantage, the Byrſans planted 

% colonies, in different parts of the earth, 

.. * which drained their own country of its 

1 waſt uſeful inhabitants; none who were 
not n of conſiderable wealth, or 


F 5 „ 
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_ + whoſe profeſſions did not immediate * : 
miniſter to the gratification of luxury, *f 
6 finding any encouragement, or even be. 61 
ing able to live at home, where the fit « 
* cination of example had made a profuſioi i 
in expence unavoidable; and idleneſs and * « 
* vanity had fo far enhanced the price dM r 

- -* the indiſpenſible neceſſaries of life, as 08M t 
involve the induſtrious poor, whoſe labout i f 

is the natural ſupport, as their number b 
_* make the real ſtrength of a tate, in al * f 
the miferies of want; and oblige them u 
+ ſeek ſubſiſtence elſewhere. *þ 

Time ſhewed the conſequence of thi e 
Conduct. Theſe colonies, increaſing nM * i 
numbers, in proportion to the depopuls | 
tion of their mother country, by ſuch *n 
* emigrations; and flouriſhing in all wi fr 
arts carried from thence, at length tet WM en 
* their own ſtrength; and ſeorning a de * 11 
+ pendance no longer ſupported by ſufficien WF a 
power, took the firſt plauſible occaſi © b 

© to ſhake it off; and ever after carriei i b 
« themſelves like ſtates allied upon equi r 
terms, rather than ſubjects. In 

Nor was the exterior polity, of ie fl 
8 Byrſans, ruled by the principles of great A tt 


+ wiſdom, or virtue. Proud of their wealth 
* they looked with contempt on every poor 
| nation; 


[1 
1 No. 
* 
- Pe 
* 
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nation; and blindly miſtaking that wealth | 
for ſtrength, ſcrapled not to invade their 
rights, as views of intereſt or ambition 


| © chanced to tempt them. 


Such a conduct often neceſſarily engag - 
(ed them in wars, with the neighbouring 
nations; and gave the ſanction of juſtice 
to the attacks, which envy of their pro- 


| + ſperity had before defigned againſt them; 


but as theſe attacks were always made on 


© © forne particular occaſion, and fingly by 


the people then aggrieved, they conſtant⸗- 


ly failed of their effect, and only enereaſ- 


© ed by ſuch exertion, the power my were 


intended to over- turn. 


In this manner did 1 vn for 
many ages, flourifhing/in a falſe proſpe- 


 * rity, the cauſe of which inſenſibly under? 


* mined its foundation, like a tree, grow- 


ing by the fide of a river, whoſe waters, 
* at the ſame time, that they make its 


branches ſpread, and cover them with 
bloom, waſh away the earth from its 
„roots; till it falls unexpectedly in the 
| +mhisſt of its glory, over · turned by: the 
* ſlighteſt guſt of wind; and burics 1 7 
thing near it, in its runs - 


: 


SECT. 


to hold moſt facred, all my reſpect for 


* >} 1 
s , ; 
| 1 him. 
. 4 . 4 1 54 1 as 


1 9 4 ; uhr do I hear? Can any duty be more 


1 TY 1 
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| SECTION XI. l 
1 mr. = 
8 C IN thy commotions ich Goals the 
earth, when the Arabians, under the pre- WF 3 l 
+. text of propagating their religion, impi- ¶ net 
e * ouſly ravaged and enſlaved the greater the 
© part of the world, as if the b benign Father Bei 
* of creation could be pleaſed with the mi- *cc 
ſery and deſolation of his works, a body wh 
_ © of Egyptians, who had eſcaped their fury, 
© ſettled themſelves in a mountainous and gi 
barren tract of land, which lay between fou 
| © the country of the Byrſans, and the de- 
© fart, over which they had fled with their *l 
N families, in their deſpair'— = 
oof Appalled at this arraignment of the 
0 religion, in which 1 had been educated; . 
« of principles, which Thad ever been taught 


* r hoſt could not N my e 
Mercy, a bessenf 1 cnckingd; 


©jhcumbent on man, than to propagate the 
true religion, even by force, where per- 
Ph ſuaſion fails? Is not every man, who re- 
© fuſes to receive it, an enemy to God, and 
as uch to be cut off from among men? 

| And 
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And is it not a moſt impious breach of 
that duty, a proſtitution of benevolence I 
to exert it, toward him? | 
| © Beware, O my ſon, he replied, with 
a look and accent of the greateſt earneſt. 
neſs, beware of intruding thyſelf. into 
the councils of heaven! Has the Supreme | 
Being told you, that only one religion is 
acceptable to him ? And that the religion, 


alledge a particular revelation of your re- 
 ligion, do not others reſt upon a like 
foundation ? And doth not every man be- 
leve his own to be true? 

* In ſuch a contrariety, by what virtue 
have you alone merited the preference of 
he being right? Or rather, how hath the 
did place of your birth merited that prefe- 


he WM ence ? For by that was determined the 
05 mode of your religion: And would a 
matter of ſuch importance have been left 


depending on a circumſtance ſo merely 
W accidental? 2 3 

Beſide, to allow what you contend for, 
that your religion is the only one, which 
is right, hath the Deity delegated to you 
a power, which he hath not exerted him- 


_ 


hr ſelf, of compelling all men to think alike ? 
n? 0, if he intends ſuch compulſion, doth 

©;; x 
3 | 155 | 


* which* you profeſs, is that one? If you 
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© he want your aſſiſtauce to effect it? Cu 
not he, who createth the mind, mould 


as he pleaſerh ? And is it not vain; ISI 


© not impious for man to attempt control 
ing that which the Deity hath left free 

© Nor is it els fo, to attempt uſurping hi 

© vengeance: If he would punith, are u 
©< famine and peſtilence, as ſwords, in ti 


hand? Does not the thunder roar? D- 


© not the foundations of the earth trembk 
© at his word? Univerſal benevolence is the 
© facrifice moſt acceptable to heaven; na 
can any religion be derived from there 
* which would enjoin a breach of that | inn, 
© riable, eternal duty. 
Then obſerving that 1 was dd 
burſt with indignation, and eagernels t 
* controvert what he faid; * Repreſs you 
* zeal, my ſon,” he continued, ſoftening bi 
voice, and regarding me, with a look a 
* inexpreſſible tenderneſs; and examine di 
_ ® paſſionately, before you preſume to judge 
© Influenced by the ſame motives, I ouct 
thought as you do now; and held in de 
© teſtation every religion, but my own; 6 
- rather that of the country, in which 1 hal 
© happened to be born, which I had 
« ceived implicitly, without examination, 0 
fi; nF - JJ no 
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+ proof. But reaſon. and experience have 
$ ſince opened my eyes, to my error. 

If only one manner of worſhip could 
* be acceptable to the Deity, would he not 
have made that manner known to all man- 
kind, at their creation? Would he not 
have made the mind conceive it as inva- 
*riably, as he made the fenſes repreſent 
their objects? Would he not have made | 

{it as ſelf-evident, as the foundation of 
moral virtue, which is received without 
variation, by all mankind ®.—-If eternal 
( unhappineſs was to be the neceſſary con- 
* ſequence of differing from this manner, 
* would it have been conſiſtent, either with 
© his goodneſs, or his juſtice, to have left 
© by ſo much the greater part of mankind 
ignorant of it? This would have been to 
| *create them on purpoſe for unhappineſs. 
An imputation, which is the greateſt of- 
© fence. poſſible for man to offer to God, {0 
far as reſpects himſelf only. 
_ * Confider, that the mode of worſhip, | 
* which prevails moſt in the world, is not - 
' known-to the hundredth, perhaps not to 
the thoufandrh part of its inhabitants — 

| 1 5 C Conſider 
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 * Probably, Do, as YOU WOULD BE DONE BY. 


8 112. The: HisTory of A 


« Conſider; alſo how many ages have paſſed 


"© away,, before any of the preſent. modes 
were known at all; and then you vil 
de the impious abſurdity. of excluding 


from mercy, all but the few. Profeſſon 


of a particular one among them. 
Who then ſhall dare to call the man, 


+ who profeſſes a different mode of wor- 


ſhip, an enemy to heaven? And hoy 
can it be a duty to attempt propagating 
© by force, an uniformity, which is not 

< preſcribed ? Should he not rather. con 
© clude from its not having been preſcribed, 


- © that the variety is pleaſing ;. in the ſame 


manner as the beauty of ſenſible objech 
«© ariſeth from variation. in their. parts 
Wherever I hear the praiſes of the Deity 


«* ſung, my ſoul ſhall accompany them. 


vithout objecting to the manner; nor 
< will I hazard: the profanation of ſo ſacred 
4 a a duty, by. arrogantly attempting. to ob- 
© trude any other. 

To. prove the neceſſary obligation of 


« mutual benevolence, man was created 


in a, ſtate of indiſpenſible dependance 
2 1 85 the aſſiſtance of end. from the 


TIN 


15 received; and muſt continue pier 
1 Have 
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Have all, who have adminiſtered relief _ 
to his wants, profeſſed the ſame religion 


another make their aſſiſtance ineffectual 
to his relief? Be the religion of a man 
what it will, while the morſel of bread, 
which I receive from his hand, yields 
me wholeſome nouriſhment, never will I 
think myſelf abſolved from, much leſs 
interdicted the duty of adminiſtering 
relief to his wants. Nothing leſs than an 
immediate interpoſition of the Deity, by 
a total change of natural effects, being 
ſufficient to abrogate a law, made neceſ- 
ſary by him, to my nature. 

In a word, my for, the worſhip, truly 
acceptable to the Deity, is the immedt- 
ate act of the ſoul, and conſiſts in grati- 
tude for his bleſſings, and reſignation to 
his will; while I pay that with ſincerity 
of heart, I fear not his taking offence at 
the poſture of my body, or any other. 
* Ceaſe?? interrupted Temugin, * nor 
waſte time in repeating the proofs of 
principles ſelf-evident; Some mode of 
worſhip is neceſſary; and ſince no parti- 
cular one has been univerſally eſtabliſhed 
by that power, which alone hath the 


right, every country is entitled to purſue. 
. 8 its 


with him? And would their profeſſing 


114 The HisTory of AxsA ks, 
its own; and every individual oBliged v ties 
© obſerve it, in his actions, which only ar luxu 


© ſubje&t to human authority. prec 
5 1 fore 
SECTION M ð Jo 

| FE Od natu 


© THE Byrſans, reſumed the captive obli 
* who at the time of the arrival of tho in oi 
* ſtrangers were beginning to deviate fran cells 
© the ſage inſtitutions of Narbal, and tur 
all their attention from agriculture u 
© commerce, gave no obſtruction to this 
© new ſettlement; either not thinking thol 
* mountains worth cultivating, or perhajs 
© not being yet ſo intoxicated by good for 
tune, as to forget the origin of their ont 
© ſtate. | 1:67 er apbon 

For ſeveral ages there ſubſifted bu 
little intercourſe between the Byrſans and 


© their new neighbours, who had affumeq In 

© the name of Coptes; the Byrſans, in the indu 
_ pride of proſperity, diſdaining to take try, 
notice of a people ſtruggling with di- vatu 
© treſs; and the Coptes, in the ſullen diff "Hock 

* dence of that diftreſs, keeping at u. banc 
equal diſtance from ſuch unfeeling neigh "© 
© bours. 4 thro 

* While the Byrſans therefore were*& = vt 

"I 


* tending their commerce to the extrem 
w_ « ties 
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ed u ties of il the earth, and revelling in the 5 
ly ar luxuries which it produced, the Coptes, 


precluded by their fituation from every 
foreign intercourſe, applied themſelves. 
entirely to agriculture, in which the 
natural diſadvantages of their country 


ptive obliged them to exert all their induſtry, 
tho in order to procure the indiſpenſible ne- 
fron ceflaries of life. 

tun © But theſe di ſadvantages were more 
re than made amends for by the conſe- 
the quences. They ſecured them from the 
tholeMWE pernicious effects of luxury, and all the 
than train of vices and evils which attend on 
| for wealth. If they poſſeſſed but little, they 


wanted ſtil} lefs! They were ſtrong in 
* body, and reſolute of ſpirit; and their 
* habitations were filled with a numerous 


s and and healthy progeny. 

med © In the courſe of time, ſuch unremitted 

n the induſtry changed the face of the coun- 
try, and remedied all the unkindneſſes of 


de nature. The hills were covered with 
df. flocks and herds. The ſong of the huſ- 
t u bandman echoed in the vallies; and the 


voice of plenty and content was heard 
* through all the land. 


Such a change at length raiſed the 
ih and avarice of the Byrſans, who 
| . were 


— 
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were then in the zenith of their got 
They ſent haughtily to the Coptes, . 
« demand poſſeſſion of their country, whid 
they alledged to belong to themſelve 

and without even waiting for an anſue 


prepared to march a powerful army i 
« ſeize by force, that which they wer then 
© conſcious they had no aht to receiꝶ ſcar 

* peaceably. ot 

The Coptes e were ſurprix | 
at ſuch a demand; and directly ſent a the 
8 embaſſy of the moſt reſpectable perſouif er 
in their ſtate, to ſhew the injuſtice of it 4 1 
They alledged the length of the tim 45 
during which they had been in und wn 
« ſturbed poſſeſſion of the country, wiel 


their anceſtors had found deſolate, ail 
& unpoſſeſſed by any inhabitants. Th 
e the Byrſans, far from claiming any right 
«to it at that time, as they certainly would 
have done, had they thought it belonged 
to them, took not the leaſt notice, mul 
«. Jeſs offence at their ſettling there; not 
had ever mentioned ſuch a claim in an 
« of the tranſactions which had occaſio 
1 ally paſſed between the two nations ſince 
And finally, that the title of the Copte 
to the country which they inhabited 
Tn. was Oy good with that of the 
0 Byrlai 
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Byrſans to theirs; both people having 
been compelled by neceſſity to fly from 
their native homes, and fix themſelves 
in the ſame manner, wherever they could 
find a place of refuge.” 
© Unanſwerable as theſe arguments were, 
they had no force with the Byrſans, who 


my deigned to wait till the king 


ſhould give the ambaſſadors an audience, 
At this unhappy period commences 


the ſad ſtory of my misfortunes, which 


were ſo immediately derived from thoſe 


of my country, that I thought it neceſ- 
fary to give this ſhort detail, as an intro- 
duction to the events of my own life.“ 


Theentrance of an eunuch to acquaint 
[emugin with the arrival of an expreſs 
om the general of one of his armies, 

terrupted the captive at this place. He 
as commanded to withdraw, and wait 
he empetor's pleaſure to hear the con- 


Invation of his narrative at ſome other 


P_ 
! * 
"+ mu * 
1 * 
* — 4 


End of the SECOND Book, 


when he reſumed it, as follows. 
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n * hea\ 
de SEC T 1 0 * 1 Able 
IHE cmality. of Trangia, who by | men 
heard ſomething of the deſtructia alt 

of the Byrſan tate, and was deſirous WF '* 1 
be better informed of it, was ſo hight char 


intereſted by the captive's ſtory, that be 
ordered his attendance, the next evening 


An Muſtrious anceſtry,* continued 
Himileo, (lo was my venerable hoſt called) 
is the 8 Rm to a degenerate 
4 Ing; 
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offspring; but where it excites virtuuus 
* emulation, - it reflects additional luſtre 
upon every new accels of honour, ſealing 
it with the ſanction of inheritance; and 
may be mentioned without incurring the 
$ reproach of vanity. 

© The houſe of my father, derived its 
origin from Narbal, by his youngeft ſon, 
Mago; whoſe deſcendants always juſti- 
| fied by their merits, the claim which 
they blood gave them to the firſt offices 
in the ſtate. 

My father, who beheld with grief 
every deviation, from the wiſe inſtitutions 
* of his royal progenitor, took particular 

care to inſtruct me in the true ſenſe and 
ſpirit of them, from a fond hope that 
heaven would one day offer ſome favour- 
able opportunity for reſtorin 8 the govern- 
ment, to the purity and -vigaur of its 
' firſt principles; as he well foreſaw, from 
its preſent relaxation, that ſome great 
change muſt neceſſarily be near. But 
* happy for him, he lived not to ſee the 
ecompliſhment of his preſage. 

* To prove the excelleney of theſe inſti- 
f "tions, by compariſon with theſe of other 


aft bah cn c as the manners 


nations; and to avoid the dangerous influ- b 
fot 


7 7 * 7 
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of the Byrſan youth then exhibited, upot 
* an unexperienced mind, my father reſolye 
© that I ſhould travel into foreign lands, u 
© ſoon as reaſon was ripened to ſufficien 
© ftrength,. to form a proper Judgmen 
upon a perſonal r am af of the wa 
* of man. 
Having prepared all W 55 thi 


*< purpoſe, he led me into his garden, all be 
the evening preceding the day appointeſ co 
© for my departure, and ſeating me bell « 
him, on the margin of a fountain, “ ha 
« dreſſed himſelf to me in theſe word un 

words, indelibly written on the tablet q dai 
8 1 n of 

4 ee, with delight, 5 ad he, © or 
< ſon, the impreſſion, which the precepiſſ“ dar 
< of my care have made upon thy mind lay: 
4 and I fear not but heaven will e nab me 
« thee to carry them into execution. gui 

To facilitate this great end, I ſen the 
« the to ſearch for wiſdom in the word & 4 
% To read the heart of man, in WWF whi 
cc actions; and from them learn to diſtin *« 1 


„ guiſn between the ne and 2 
N 1 of things. 
« Were I to conſult the tender impulf 
4 of nature, I ſhould keep thee till in) 


'« < boſom ; but 1 prefer thy n 5 
N on mM) 
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up o my own pleaſure; (ſhould: I not rather 
ſolxe ay that thy advantage is my greateft 
6 pleaſure!) and J part with thee for a 
ien time, in aſſured hope of thy returning 
omen enriched with wiſdom and virtue to 
* ſupport the. feeble ſteps of my old age 
down the hill of life; and crown my 
r ti urn with the ſacred honour of having 
en, oi begotten a "oy e to ſerve his 
ointeſſ country. 7 
beſid , When 1 ſay, that my: 8 * by. 
6 happy return is aſſured, I would not be 
vor underſtood to mean, that there are no 
let dF dangers in thy way. The floating ſands 
* of the deſart, the rage of the tempeſt; 
or the hidden rocks in the ſea, are leſs 
ecepliy® dangerous than the allurements, vice 
mina“ lays in the way of the traveller: Allure- | 
eoabliM* ments, which it requires the immediate 
guidance of heaven to avoid, they offer 
themſelves in ſuch various ſhapes, and 
world © ſpeciouſly ſimulate the very virtues, 5 
in WF which they counteraſt. 
dig * 1 will not burthen thy mind iis a 
| ' repetition. of the advice, Which it has 
“Veen the pleaſing taſk of my life, to in- 
npulſh ftil into it. The few following hints, as 
in u they relate immediately to the ſcene, on 


age © " Which you are Jul entering, are -al'$ *?-- 
Vol. I, | 7 552 * ſhall 


— 
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„ ſhall ſay at preſent; and then commi 


« thy. ſteps to that guidance, which 1; " 
never withheld from virtue, if fought 5 
with humble, and ardent ſupplication. "ik 

. "66 Open thine eyes, and thine ears; bu 85 
„bar the door of thy lips. Aſk i") ew 
e queſtions! Enter not into arguments rul 
« Concern not yourſelf in the affairs df the 
& others; nor reveal your own, where thi (0 

importance of the occaſion doth not this 
make ſuch a confidence indiſpenſible. pre 

„ Silence is univerſally eſteemed to be lng 


«the conſequence» of wiſdom. It there 
fore engages confidence z and commands 
29 * reſpect. 5 . | 
if you meet any thing, which you 
| «do: not directly comprehend, conlud: 
that the difficulty ariſes from your out 
inattention; and conſider the Matter 
again, with better care. One doubt, 
thus ſolved by yourſelf, will open your 
“mind more, by exereifing its powers 
than the ſolution of many, by another. 
: GAY for arguing, inſtead of elucidating 
«difficulties, it only creates animoſity, and 
„ confirms error; the pride of man mak- 
„ing him more anxious to ſupport his on 
& opinion, than to inveſtigate truth. Aud 


« * this 1 Was the reaſon of that myſterious 
LEA ? 10 8 ſilence 
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filence enjoined to his pupils, by one of 
the wiſeſt of the weſtern ſages. 
This, my ſon, is the ſum of what 1 
have to recommend to. your attention. 
Careful obſervation of theſe few plain 
rules, will conduct you ſafely through 
the multitudes, whom you muſt ' mix 


34 with to acquire knowledge.” —Saying 
this, he laid his hand upon my head; and 

| not 

5 praying to heaven to confirm the bleſ- 


— lings, which he heaped upon me, diſ- 


miſſed me with a kiſs of peace, and 
and e love. 7 85 
| yot . E C T1 0 N U. 
nlude 1 
Wu will not lead you thro' every weary 
and ſtep I meaſured, nor recount common 
oubt incidents, kowever intereſting to myſelf 
your at the time, Such recitals, though flat- 
wa tering to that conſequence in which man 
5 is too apt to hold Himſelf, ny tire and 
ating diguft the hearer. 


| „Having paſſed thro! ſeveral regions, 
mak; in all of which, under appearances, and 
on means utterly contradictory to each 
And: other, I ſaw the ſame end of preſent 
gratification univerſally purſued, with the 
lence I woſt anxious and inſatiable eagerneſs, I 
G EY arrived 


"> 
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2 arrived at length upon the banks of the 
great river Euphrates, whither 1 w but 
drawn by an irreſiſtible deſire to rec 
inſtruction from the mouth of the fag of 
Myrza, the fame of whole wiſdom ation 
« ſanctity had gone forth into all thilf his 
© nations of the Eaſt, | my 
The ſun was juſt 4 lofty 
at approached the habitation of the ſag of t 
© It was a grotto, formed by the hand not 
Nature, at the foot of an hill, who preſ 
* brow hung over the river. He fat in thi my 
= entrance, contemplating the {miles ¶ moſt 
* nature in that placid hour; and accon gift. 
panying in his heart the voice of gratituii to b 
and gladneſs, which echoed the een mai 
© of every living thing around. cove 
He no ſooner perceived my approad of i 
* than he advanced -to meet me, preven whe 
ing, by a friendly embrace, thoſe pu juſt 
feſſions of reverence, which bis appei tion 
* ance commanded equally with his fame © If 
Though report proclaimed him i duce 
have meaſured more than twice the u hap] 
life of man, and knowledge was writtd At p 
* in characters of deepeſt reflection in iſh of t. 
face, his eye had not loſt the penetratif the - 
turne 


: 7 nor his gx he EY of by” 
on 


atitudl 
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He was crowned with all the honours, 
but exempt from the infirmities of age. 
„Having kindly. enquired the motive 


of my coming, he led me to his habita- 


tion, at the entrance of which he reſumed 
his ſeat, placing me beſide him, while 
my ſlaves pitched their tents among ſome 


lofty trees at.a' little diſtance on the bank 


of the. river; then obſerving that I had 
not yet overcome the awe with which his 
preſence had ſtruck me, © Knowledge, 
my fon,” ſaid: he, with a ſmile of the 
moſt encouraging complacency, “is a 


gift beſtowed with a ſparing hand, and 
to but very few; the utmoſt abſitich of 


man reaching little farther than to diſ- 


cover his own ignorance. The ambition 
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of it, however, is moſt laudable; and 


when properly purſued, ſeldom fails of a 
juſt reward, in the more Waun N 
tion of wiſdom. $08 24974 


* If the obſervations of my life can con- 
duce to your acquiring either, I ſhall be 


happy in the communication of them. 
At preſent the departing ſun reminds us 
of the debt we owe for the bleſſings of 


the finiſhed- day.” —— Saying this, he 


turned his face to the weſt, and falling 
A. his knees, poured forth his evening 
02 8 ſong 


4 reſt, To-morrow I will meet thee vil 


woven by his own' hands; and looking 
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« fong of adoration. and praiſe, in ſud 
« exalted ſtrains, as rapt my ſoul in extah 
© I had never felt before, while 1 Joined In 
ſtinctively with him. 

© Having performed this. ſhered * 
f he aroſe; and turning to me, his ee 
* ſtill arkling with rapture, which ſeemed 
to raiſe him above man, My fon) 
aid he, © the ſubject of thy enquiries 

too extenſive, too complex, to be di 

„ cuſſed in a ſhort time. The eveuuy 
« cloſeth apace; and nature requiret 
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| SOON as the angel of the n 
had chaſed away the ſpirits of darkuel 
from the face of the earth, I repaired i 
« the grove, where I waited: not long, be 
0 fore I was joined by the ſage. | 
After ſome expreſſions , of; benevolend 

0 and regard, he led me to a bow! 


« at the yarious birds which winged the 
6 way mend, 4+ How different, my * 
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aid | be, « are the beauties of this ſcene, 
from thoſe which gild the view of even- 
© ing? Satisfied with the enjoyments of 

« the day, the feathered race then ſeek 
their homes, and ſing themſelves to 
* ſleep. Now buſy care, awakening with 

« the ſun, ſends them abroad again to 

« ſeek the ſame enjoyments; ſecure of 

« finding what they want, becauſe their 

« wants are only thoſe of nature, wha 

« has provided amply for all her all: 

« ſpring. 

« So happily would the circle of man's 
day wind up, were his deſires limited 

« within the ſame bounds. I ſpeak of the 

« deſires of reaſon as well as, ſenſe; for 

u reaſon and nature never differ. KH 

* wiſh for ſomething more would not pre- 
vent his enjoyment; nor diſappointment = 
mag“ break his reſt. Then would he not 
rue complain, that the way to knowledge 
red ig. is without end; that every new acquiſi - 
tion only opens a new want; but juſtly 

* grateful for the portion diſpenſed to him, | 
reduce it into practice, inſtead of waſt- vu 
ue ing his days in endleſs ſearch for more.” = 
kno surely, I returned, - O my father, the 
| the Way to Knowledge cannot be without, mw. 
: 100i to him, who ſets out early, and is ſo 
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8 happy as to have an inſtructor capable of 
directing his . 18 | 
<« Tiſtrudtion,” he replied, * © is to the 
4 mind, what food is to the body. As, in 
&« this, vepletion counteracts nouriſhment 
© fo objects preſented to the mind too ſud- 
« denly, or in too rapid a ſucceſſion, by 
« inſtruction, without allowing time to 
* arrange them in due order, inveſtigate 
« their properties, and prove their agree. 
&« ment by compariſon, inſtead of inform. 
« ing only burden reaſon, and bring not 
. knowledge, but confuſion.” 


Wretch that I am! I ius, (ur- © att 

© prized, and alarmed at what he ſaich ©] 
Have I then only waſted my youth in © lea 
« liſtening to inſtruction? Are the precepts IM © kne 


* of my father no more than a burdeg to 
© my mind? 0 e 
mean not ſo,” anſwered the ſage; M * oat 
« jnſtruction is of the greateſt advantage © and 
«410-7 youthful mind. It awakens itz 
„ powers, improves their ſtrength by e- * thet 
«exciſe, and points out the proper — '* theſ 
«ap their exertion.” - | and 

nn The precepts of thy father have lad be ; 
«4 foundation for knowledge. To rai” fact 
« the ſuperſtructure -muſt be your ov" enqu 
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« precept 'being no more than a ſhadow, 

* which vaniſhes on ne to Ser e it 
« to uſe. 

4 Muſtapha Eber Ibrahim was bon in 
the city of Bagdat, where he gained 
* ſuch reputation in his trade of a jeweller, 
that he ſoon became rich. 

4 Encouraged by this ſucceſs, he re- 
« ſolved to breed up his two ſons, Kerker 
and Haſfan, to the ſame trade; and that 
jn ſuch a manner, as he flattered himſelf 
would enable them to riſe to greater 
*eminence- in it, than had ever been 
* attained by any former artiſt. 
ne Muſtaplra was himſelf utterly un- 

* learned. Practice had taught him to 
'* know the value of gems and metals in 
* which he wrought, and to faſhion and 
*arrange them in ſuch-forms and combi- 
* nations, as ſhould diſplay their colours, 
* and employ their properties to moſt ad- 
vantage. But all his knowledge ended 
there. When he was aſked the cauſe of 
* theſe properties, and why ſuch forms 
and arrangements produced thoſe effects, 
* he was unable to give an anſwer ſatis- 
2 * faQory even. to hunſelf, much leſs to the 
" enquirer, | 

BY Gig: TEE... The 
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The pride of wealth being hurt hy 
e conſciouſneſs of this ignorance, he d. 
* termined to ſave his ſons from ſuch di « 
grace, by giving them a liberal educ. 

« tion before he ſhould begin to d 
them his art. Nj 
„ For this purpoſe, he. procured, that * 
66 « the moſt celebrated maſters, in all the} ©: 
< ſeveral branches of philefophy, - who * 1 
executed their charge with the greatetM l 
fidelity, though not. with equal ſuccebM * « 
© to their pupils, the turn and powers c =. 
< whoſe-minds were totally different from 
& each rn „ 
Kerker, the elder, was lively in the 
4 extreme degree. His imagination ou. © x 


ran the Precepts of his inſtructor, With. * « 
' '< out waiting to examine farther than thei -* fe 
« firſt glance, he catched at the conch * n 
* ſion, before they could adduce half tte u 
„ proofs; and his tongue never wantel le 
«< the happieſt words to pre; his cou © c 
„ ceptions, | - : « 
_ _ « Haſſan, on the contrary, was givet 41 
« to doubt. He paid no reſpect to auth © ſp 
« rity, nor would admit any thing with fe 
- & out the cleareſt proof, in examining © C 
« which, he was ſo cautious and {loi ar 
that he wore out the patience of inſtru © ar 
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&« tors, who heſitated not to pronounce 
him incapable of learning, and therefore 


* counſelled his father to apply him 


| & wholly to his trade. 


While Kerker, conſequently, was in- 
« dulging himſelf in ranging through the 
« boundleſs regions of theory, and rea- 
* ſoning upon cauſes and effects according 


| © to the various ſyſtems of the philoſophy 
he had ſtudied, Haſſan was obliged to 


« confine. his thoughts to his labour; and 


to reſt ſatisfied with that ſmall pittance 5 


« of knowledge, which he could elicit 
* from experience | 
“Th ugh Muſtapha felt this. dige 


4 pointment of his hopes in his younger 


« ſon with the fondneſs of a father, he 


found conſolation in the rapid progreſs 


“made by the elder; and his heart ex- 
* ulted when he heard him diſplay his 
learning to the crowds whom his fame 
4 collected round him. | 

But this exultation laſted not . long. | 


« The knowledge of Kerker was merely 


* ſpeculative; and by miſapplication de- 


* feated the end it was deſigned to obtain. 


* Confiding in it, he had diſdained to 
5 apply himſelf to the gradual practice of 


- an art, with the Principles of which he 


8 Was 
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was ſo well acquainted; and thinking he e 


could execute whatever he thought he n 
Rep: underſtood, he affected to mount at b 


64 once to that eminence of ſkill, which 1 
c can be attained only * long and Careful « thi 
application. « the 


„He could explain the. nature of pre. thi 
„ cious ſtones, and account for the dif. N cat 
« ferent degrees of their perfection; but in 
*< when they were placed before him, he wit 
was unable to diſtinguiſh thoſe degrees; ¶ we 
«and often bought the worſt inſtead of the 
4 beſt. ' He could deſcribe the- effects pro 
& duced by the various combinations of 
ee their colours, but he knew not how to 
combine them ſo as to produce the 
effects he deſcribed. | | 
The conſequence naturally was, that 
his knowledge was turned into ridicule 
He loſt his buſineſs, and waſted the 


4 wealth earned by his father, in ſo much “ con 
that he would have Wanted: a morſel of pre 
ee bread in his old age, had he not found “ obj 
e A refource in his younger ſon; who “of 
"<Othinking for himſelf, while the elder i © E 
«read the opinions of others, and Jabour- WW © whi 
cc j ing while he talked, . had. drawn real “ pro 
al knowledge from its true ſource, expe- “ the 
_ rience; and arrived regularly at the . the 


« end, 
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66 a which his brother had miſſed, by - 
« miſtaking the effect for the cauſe, and 
« beginning where he ſhould have ended.” 
« Surely, my father, ſaid I, obſerving 
that Myrza pauſed at theſe words to leave 
the application to myſelf, the moral of 
«this tale cannot have reference to my 
* caſe! To think of arriving at excellence 
in manual arts by ſpeculative inſtruction, 
vithout a regular gradation of practice, 
© were moſt abſurd. But may I not dare 
to doubt if ſcience is within the ſame 
© rule! Is there not, for inſtance, an eſſen- 
' tial difference between polity and mecha- 
niſm? Between knowledge of the in- 
'* tereſts of nations, and of the value of . 
precious ſtones?” | 
The difference between ſcience and 
* art,” replied the ſage, -* fo far as they 
* have reference to the uſes of life (and to 
* conſider them farther were foreign to the 
* preſent purpoſe) is confined to their 
objects, and extends not to their manner 
* of operation. „ Cab” ob» 
Even in eehte 8 ſocnaiivs; 
«which terminates in itſelf, the mind 
* proceeds by as regular a gradation, as 
„the hand in works of art: but becauſe 
4 the ſteps of this gradation are not fo 
| . immediately 


— 


« Loge, o a vilier choſen meerly from 
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88 immediately ſeen, the vanity, of ma 


„ gyerlooks it, and attempts to riſe to te « ; 
e ſummit at a ſingle bound; and hene « + 


| proceed moſt of the errors which defeat 4 2 


ee his deſigns. 6 f 
Inſtruction teaches the ied the wil 

4 of its own powers; and points out the 

« directeſt path to knowledge ; but there 

6 its purpoſe ends. To acquire thay © 

“Knowledge, the mind muſt. prove the d 

truth of precept by practice. A ſpeci ſe 


s ative jeweller is not liable to commi + 


greater errors in his profeſſion, than ů * th 
«a ne king. & y 
4 Can it be thought leſs difficult to di 


"© cover the different characters, and app © p 
« their abilities properly, which is the perf © tc 
-« fection: of the art of governing, or po en 
« lity; than to know the value of Jewel, By © by 
„ and combine their colours? Why is nM © in 
government arrived at greater perfec . m 
tion; and the intereſts of nations mot 
improved? Is it that they will not admit « y, 
*« of more improvement; and that. the & th 
e nature df man cannot be better governed? « th 
“By no means. The fault is in the agen = 
-< not the ſubject. The errors of a prince pe 
.<& lifted from the cradle or ſeraglio to the 4 an 


"0 & fayou!, 


IE 

man 
© the 
nende 
lefeat 


e uſe 
it the 
there 

that 
> the 
peci- 
mmi 
jan h 


o dif 
apply 
> pes. 
Ir po- 
wel, 
is not 
erfec- 
more 
dmit 
the 
-ned! 
gent 
rince, 
o the 
from 
your, 


PRINCE of 817114 1335 


« favour, undo in one hour the work of an 
« age, and require the wiſdom of another 
« to bring things back to their firſt ſtate : 
and this it is that hath prevented polity 
I from nn at greater TTY 


SECTION IV. 
0 YOU 3 n me, 0 ſon of Wil. 


| « dom,” faid I, the error in which I have 


© ſet out! Shew me alſo how to correct it.” 

The wiſdom of thy father,” returned 
the ſage, © hath ſent thee forth into the 
world, with a mind well prepared by 
. instruction to draw from. experience that 


4 practical knowledge, which is neceſſary 


to conduct thee ſafely through life, and 
enable thee to fulfil the duties of it; 


2 but his fondneſs. hath thrown ob cles 


in thy way, which if not timely removed, 

may diſappoint his hopes. 

© Surrounded thus by a crowd of ſlaves, 

you ſee only with their eyes; and while 
they miniſter, to unneceſſary convenience, 

they debar you from that intercourſe 


with other people, by which alone ex- 


* perience in their ways is to be acquired; 
and not by e from place to place, 
= « viewing. 
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; 66 viewing ſuperficially the face of nature, 


the works of art; and ſtudied manners, 


Before the wealthy, all men wear 1 


ee maſk? His: equals in wealth diſguiſt 


ce their ſentiments under an appearance of 


c politeneſs; and ſhew only the bright 


NY * fide of. their country, from emulative 


« pride. The poor run into the oppoſite 
"6 extreme, vilifying their country to flat 
ter him by the compariſon ; and throy 
P the blame of their miſery from them. 
:« ſelves, in order to excite his compaſſn 
and draw relief from his bounty. 
To ſee the world properly, you muſ 
* enter into it. Yon muft diſmiſs you 
long train of attendants, lay aſide your 
« putple robes, and mix with the mult: 
6 rude without any mark of diſtinction to 
e put them on their guard. Thus "only 
can yoù learn their real ſentiments, and 
« trace the motives of their actions - 
But is there no danger in doing this? 
returned, hurt at an injunction ſo hu- 
miliating to the pride of condition, ſo 
-+ contrary to the courſe: of life in which 
I had been brought up. Is not a tra- 
veller ſubject to many accidents and dis- 
— alters, which Tequiye care and aſſiſtance! 
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« ſlave ?”- replied the ſage. 
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Are there not menial offices, which a man 
cannot ſo well perform for himſelf?— 
« And who performs them for thy 
Who ſpreads 
« a carpet for the pilgrim in the wilder- 
« nels? or guards the mariner from the 
« dangers of the ſea? | 
Hut this is the vanity of man! Is thy 


© nature ſuperior to theirs? And is not the 
&« diſtinction between you merely acci- 


« dental? Man wants not aſſiſtance to per- 
« form, for, himſelf, the very few offices 
* which are really neceſſary for him! Nor 
„is one ſtate of life expoſed to greater 
p dangers than another. Be ſuperior to 
« this vain weaknels. The power which 
protects and provides for every living 

* thing, will not neglect you, while you 
** deſerve his care. 

The force of truth is irrefitible. 1 
was humbled in my own eyes; and hung 
down my head abaſhed before him. 


After a pauſe of a few moments, I thre , 


* myſelf at his feet, and embracing his 
knees, I ſee, I acknowledge my error, 
aid I, and will correct it. I will go 
directly to Bagdat, and there ſell all thoſe 
' ſlaves, of whoſe attendance thou haſt 
7 oak me the evil; happy if by this 

| * obedience 


_ neceſſary for the purpoſes of lite, ſo al 
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| * obedience I may appear not unworthy of *1 
_ © thy farther inſtruction; to implore which, clo. 
©T will return to you.” * was 


And why. ſhould'ſt thou ſell them“ del 
© he returned, railing me tenderly from MW * hut 
the ground. Why not reſtore them to I ſet 
& that liberty which is the common right cee 
of all mankind ; tho' ſo many are un- © wh 
< juſtly deprived of i it, that grown familiar, the 
« and in a manner ſanctified by uſe, the IM * reſt 
60 injuſtice hath almoſt loſt its native ap- 
66 pearance, and paſſes for a right. — « vir 
Are then all men equal?” ſaid 1M © ms 
6 amazed at what I heard. And have all W * th: 
12 right to the ſame ſtations in life ? of 
„That all are equal in their nature, MW * or 
he replied, © Reaſon will infallibly ſhev MM © va 
e you; as it will alſo ſnew, that they have Wl Foo 
& an equal right to the ſame ſtations, if they 
can arrive at them, by juſt means. But 
as there is a ſubordination indiſpenſibly 


“ muſt remain in thoſe ſtages of the 
1 aſcent, which have fallen to their firſt 
* lot, till they riſe to higher, by their 
40 own. merit: and this, inſtead of being 
an unjuſt partiality in the œconomy of 
nature, is the beſt i incentive, and reward 
« of virtuous emulation.” * 
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His words inſtantly diſpelled the 


clouds of prejudice, in which my mind 


© was involved, opening my heart, with 
© delight, to ſentiments, which vindicated 
human nature from ſuch indignity. 1 
« ſet all my ſlaves at liberty; and was pro- 


ceeding to divide among them the wealth, 


vhich my father had given me, to defray. 


the expences of my Journey 3. ut * 


reſtrained me. | 
Hold,“ ſaid he. e 1 is a 

« virtue, equally with generoſity; and a 
% man may be unjuſt to himſelf, no leſs 
than to another. Give them the means 


of ſupporting life, by honeſt induſtry, 
Lor the gift of liberty will be of little 


* value to them. But make not yourſelf 
* poor, to make them unneceſſarily rich. 
A ] perceive that the greateſt part of 
the wealth, given to you by your father, 
« conſiſts in precious ſtones. Reſerve theſe 
* for yourſelf. They are light of carriage, 
«and may be, eaſily concealed. Poverty 

* is ſubject to many inconveniences; and 
* riches are a bleſſing, when rightly. uſed. 
The time may come, when your's may- 
6 be neceſſary to, you, if only to relieve 
* the neceſſities of others. For your ſlaves, 


„the equipage and implements of luxury, 
an 
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& and the utenſils of their own ſervitude, IM * cec 
for which you can have no! farther uſe, © of 


« when you diſmiſs thernſelves, / will be MW © 
« ſufficient, if they apply them eh * on 
« If not; they will be too much. vol 


Nor would I counſel you to diſmiſs by 
« all your attendants indiſeriminately; and * Bu! 
launch into the world abſolutely alone: * to 
« You are yet too inexperienced in its ways, ma 
for ſuch an adventurous: enterprize. kW per 
" there not among them ſome one, whom © ſer? 

your father hath particularly recom- | 
«© mended to your confidence? I have 


_  ® obſerved one, whoſe -looks beſpeak an 


1. heart, honeſt in itſelf, and affectionate to #1 
, you; and whoſe years promiſe experience, mo 
Tou have given him his liberty, i in re- © tar! 
„turn for Which he will give you his * hou 
6 friendſhip; . and be the faithful com- as 


“ panion of your travels. So ſhalt, you the 
avoid the diſcomfort of j journeying alone; IM rag 
* and enjoy in his converſation, a pleaſure I * opp 
© more. ſublime, than you could poſſibly 6 
* receive from the attendance of a ſlave.” i ſolv 
.. + Theſe cares conſuming the reſt of the fre. 
day, I'remained that night the gueſt of il of 
8 Myrza, who, after we had cloſed the con 
© re oh in the ſame manner as the pre- © pro 

FOES es ver 
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« ceding, lodged. me in one of the receſſes 
« of his grotto. 

- * Tt is impoſſible to 5 das I fele 
© on this occaſion : My heart at firſt re- 
© volted againſt a change in my ſituation, 
© by, which I fancied. myſelf diſhonoured. 


© But a moment's reflection reſtored me 


„to reaſon; and the thought of having 


made my ſervants free and happy, com- | 


* penfated well for the want of. [their 
e ſervice. 7 


. SECTION Wh 


4 wourD have eng the next 
c morning; but Myrza inſiſted on my 
' tarrying with him for a feu days, every 
* hour of which added to my knowledge, 


4 as he always turned his converſation to 


the ſubjects moſt inſtructive; and encou- 
* raged me to declare every doubt, which 
* oppoſed my aſſenting to his words. 
»The wiſdom, which he :ſhewed in 
* ſolving theſe doubts; | and his ſagacity in 
f frequently anticipating my declaration 
"Of them, as if he ſaw into my very ſoul, 
confirmed me ſo ſtrongly in the opinion 
| Propagated by fame, of his-holding con- 
* verſe. th the enn beings, Who 
| 6. watch 


4 
lf 
|| 


— — 
— , 


— ” AS 

— . 
BY » Emi — 
= — 
=— 


my — — — — 
— ——— 
= ECTS 
— co-"Y 
72 * TT. 
9 — 
— 


| „ 5 2 
142 The HIisTroRY F ARSACES, 


watch over the actions of man, that the 


* could not forbear taking occaſion, one it ur 
y evening, as we ſat on the bank of the that 
© river diſcourſing ' on various ſubjects, I as fi 
to aſk him how it might be poſſible to if life 
obtain the happineſs We” an 1 * cept 
> * with them. elſe 

That there are + intel beige my part 


Ly I, ſaid he, after a pauſe of ſome I poſit 


by 


as well as the earth is inhabited by man, 
of the fact, and which hath ſo univer- 


e try, that it were offering an affront to 


 * probabilities, which though” above its 


f Waters incapable” of 11 55 demon 
tration. Jon 118118 8 | 


= * ings, which we behold cover the face of 


minutes, as if to conſider ſo difficult A ſelf- 
© ſubject, * which inhabit the ſeveral ele- M' i 
* ments of which this world is compoſed, 


© 1s an opinion, founded on ſuch teſtimony 
* ally prevailed in every age, and coun- 


* the human mind to ſuppoſe | it utter 
4 * without foundation. ele THT 

„Nor doth” its credit depend elch on 
ue, this invariable conſent; / Reaſon receives 
& it with reverence, as one of thoſe ſublime 


power to prove, yet eontradiet none of 
4c thöſe teſts, on Which it reſts the proof 


@ The inffrite variety of uitmtel be. 
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the earth, ſo as not to leave one atom of 
it uninhabited, gives cauſe to conclude 
that the other elements are peopled alſo 
das fully, by beings to whoſe organs of 
life they are adapted, though imper- 


(elſe there would be a void, an uſeleſs 
part in the works of the Deity; a ſup- 
* poſition contradicting the facred, and 
« ſelf-evident truth, that he doth nothing 
in vain. 

Rut though reaſon can thus reſt itſelf 
' ſatisfied in the exiſtence of ſuch beings, 
its reſearches into their nature and occu- 
' pation meet not with equal ſucceſs; 


{a created at the ſame time? Or if not, 
in what manner the ſpecies is continued; 
* and whether they are immaterial, or 


' only compoſed of matter more ſubtile 
ves than the objects of human ſenſe ; being 
me "queſtions, in the pathleſs, illimitable 


contemplation of which, the mind wan 
* ders at a loſs, for any certain Point, 
whereon to reſt belief. 8 


| Verſa]. opinion, which agrees in their 
* exiſtence, agrees alſo in alfigning to 


dem the conduct of man's —_ 
| « which 


* ceptible to the groſſer ſenſes of man; as 


Whether they are immortal, and were 


As to their occupations, the ſame uni- 
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« which-are ſuppoſed. to be good or bad, 
« according to the nature of the ſpiri, 
«-which directs them. But this. opinion, 
4 beſide that it is unſupported by other 
proof like the former, is attended vii“ an 
40 great difficulties, and muſt for mami bei 
« reaſons be received with great, and molti“ wit 
« cautious hmitations. - -, _ .-- * Cau 

If the actions of man are "entire 44 
directed by ſuch beings, what become diſa 
« of his free· agency, on which alone ca teſti 
depend the merit, or demerit of thokW* men 
« actions? And are not thoſe beings nh and 
&« chargeable with them, not he 7). inter 
But this difficulty, and many othen ©] 
10 attending this opinion, which are fo e. cou: 
6 dent that it is unneceſſary to repeatM* in 
= them, will vaniſh, if inſtead of aſſigning 
10 to thoſe beings the direction of man' 


44 actions, we ſuppoſe them employedliſſ « It 

« in his protection from the many dangeng haye 

« incident to his nature, and in which emit 

« his paſſions every. moment entangle him . mate 

& An occupation, by its benevolence better cloſe 
4 ſuited to a e of a ere nature, BY" of g 
| | 4 | 4 n in 


5 $867 * And 
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SECTION vi 


« IN reſpect to 195 you aha of 
« an intercourſe between man and theſe 
« beings, that alſo is a queſtion, - attended 
« with- many difficulties, and to be moſt 
* cautiouſly received.” 
How! I exclilened, aſtoniſhed and 
* diſappointed at what I heard. Is not the 
, teſtimony of ſo many wiſe, and holy 

men, who aſſert their having both ſeen, 
and beard A a ſufficient proof of thi 
' intercourſe ?— 

«I deny not the reality of the inter- 
* courſe,” replied the ſage. * [ only am 
in doubt concerning the manner of it; 

* whether perceptibly to the ſenſes, or any 
in the power of imagination. | 
“If they are immaterial, how can they 
© have a form to be ſeen? How can they 
*emit a voice to be heard? If they are 
* material, how can they appear inſtantly 
*Ccloſe to a man, without any appearance 
* of gradual approach? How can they 

"melt into air, and diſappear totally, in 

"an inſtant, without gradual departure? 
*And is it not more conſonant to reaſon 
© to ſuppoſe, that being mind themſelves, 

Vol. I. H they 


_ get The Hirony 5 Ken, 
« they hold intercourſe only with the 


. heck, and are reflected upon the ſenſe | 55 
9 the power of imagination, in the _ 
< ſame manner as objects in a dream. the 
< ſuppoſition, on which that teſtimony all h. 
“ may poſſibly be found to depend chief * 
« for credit; ſo many abſurdities aud 
* contradictions being ſupported by it 50 
< equally with the moſt important truths $ ; 
that without this method of accountiqſi © 
for the deception of the teſtifier, the i 2000s 
© mind would reject the uy becauk 8 
& of the former. 5 and 
Not that this ſuppoſition i is a by 5 


| ith difficulties either. Such a manner þ 
"Sat cverſing is certainly above out r y 
* comprehenſion; but then it contradich 


not reaſon; and if we refuſe aſſent t 1 
„ every thing, which we cannot clear) a 10 
* comprehend, our knowledge will be julty 


reduced within very narrow limits. 1 
Know that my hand moves in obedience 
to my will; but I know not how my vil 
« operates upon my hand to effect thit 
& motion. We deceive ourſelves will 
„ vain words. Our boaſted: knowledge 
extends only to facts; but the manner, 
« in which theſe are e is hidden 
from: us,” | 


1 


© But doth not the admiſſion of this poſ- 
ſibility of deception, I returned, at 
the ſame time weaken, if not over-turn 
all hiſtoric faith, which depends entirely 
upon teſtimony 45 

Not in the leaſt, rephed the ſage, 


of facts, which run in the regular courſe 
of nature. But where this is deviated 
from, too much caution can not be taken 
in examining the end of that deviation; 
and the competency of the reſtimony, 
by which it is ſupported. 

« When you tell me, that the city us 


deſtruction of Carthage by the Romans, 
| hefitate not a moment to give credit to 
your words; becauſe people who lived 


juſtly ſuppoſed to have been acquainted 


er rials, which have been handed down 
js regularly from them to us, that there 
= was ſuch a city as Carthage; and that 
i was deſtroyed by a people called 
oy Romans—becauſe there is nothing out 


-10et the common courſe of things, 
a uch a deſtruction; or in a orinee's 8 
«But thing from the conquerors, with a num- 
Bl Ha - ber 
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Teſtimony is certainly ſufficient proof 


Byrſa was founded by Narbal, on the 


at the ſame time, and therefore may be 


with the fact, have left written memo- 
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[1 

< ber of the citizens, and founding a ſtat x 

< in another country; and becauſe yy 15 

< have ſufficient ability, and may ku 0 
had ſufficient opportunity to trace th 042 
6 ſtate, in which you were born, to i 5 
22 drein and can have no ſufficient real 001 
e to attempt impoſing a falſehood upt 485 
«© my credulity. 4 N 
« But ſhould you tell me, . t lil 
flight of Narbal was in conſequence: 57 
< a ſpirit's having appeared to him; al appl 
&© commanded him to leave his own cou « C 
% try, and go to that where he fonnde Ke 
his ſtate, I might receive the relati «wh 
< with reſpect, becauſe of the virtue ofthiſ ,, > 
e relator, and the importance of the a FO 
« propoſed by ſuch appearance; but . 
* without a doubt, when I balance again, f 
< his teſtimony the poſſibility of its ben ut 
only in the power of imagination, WM tneſe 
* the irregularity of the fact, in the con. 1 
"uh mon courſe of nature; and alſo, becauy, — 2 
it may have been feigned by him 41 
10 promote An expedition, On which | « thing 
et was intent, and doubted the ſufficient S bene 
4 of his own influence to carry into e. with 
. & cution, without the ON of U theſ 


* an authority. 


66 
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\ fall But ſhould you add, that on his arraval 
W at that place, the ſtones and trees 
4d inſtantly formed themſelves into a city 
for the reception of his people, to ſave 
them the delay and labour of building, I 
ſhould directly reject the whole, as a 
fiction deviſed ſince his time, for the 
purpoſe of iꝑpoſition. 

Nor is there any danger of this prin- 
(ciple's breaking the vigour of the mind, 

i by inducing a general doubt, if it is not 
applied beyond its proper limits. | 
Credulity, and ſcepticiſm are the ex- 
 tremities of a line, in the middle of 
' which true knowledge is placed. 
By believing indiſcriminately, the mind 
lies open to receive the groſſeſt, and 
* moſt dangerous errors; by indiſcriminate 
doubt, to reject the moſt important 
"truths. To find the mean, between 
* theſe, is the buſineſs of reaſon, which 
*it ſeldom fails in, when permitted to 
* ſeek for it, without prejudice. 

„J have "ſaid, that if we deny every 
„thing, which we do not clearly compre- 
* hend, our knowledge will be reduced 
„within very narrow bounds! Perhaps 
* theſe bounds are already narrower, than 
we are well aware. 
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know that I exiſt, becauſe I perceive 
the operations of my mind. I knoy 
* that I derive not my exiftence from my. 
ſelf, becauſe I know not how I came to 
I therefore know that another 


„ muſt alſo exiſt; and I know that this 
being muſt exiſt * necefſ; 
.* deriving exiſtence from any other, be. 
_ © cauſe an endleſs ſucceſſion is impoſſible: 
„And laſtly, I know, that as all other 
** beings derive their exiſtence from this 
being, ſo they can exiſt only by him; 
* and therefore that it is their duty to 
 * obey thoſe laws, which he hath thought 
proper to preſcribe to them: but farther 
than this, I know nothing. 

And with this portion of knowledge, 
„J am humbly and gratefully content; 
nor will I mifapply the gift, by attempt. 
ing to pry farther, fatisfied that, little 
* as it may appear, it is amply ſuffcien 
* to conduct me in ſafety, through the 
_ © dangers of this life, to the happineſs of 
r 

Though the pleaſure, 1 found in the 
* converſation of Myrza, encreaſed ever) 
hour, with the increaſe of knowledge, 


* which I derived from it, I forgot not 
\ 6 myſel 


ally, without 
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em ' myſelf fo far, as to engroſs too much of 
on that time, which ſhould be a common 
my. benefit to all mankind. At the end of 


' fifteen days, I departed from him, and 
* committing myſelf with humb'e reſigna- 
tion to the guidance of heaven, reſumed 


* . 11 travels, in company with the friend 
8 * whom he had ſelected for me. 

ble: 5 

he SECTION VII. 

= THE ſun had but juſt began to gild 
im; 


the firmament, with the firſt beams of 
day, when I left the grotto of Myrza. 
The ſound of his voice was till in my 
ears. I exulted in the proficiency I 
had made under his inſtructions; and 
thought myſelf ſuperior to 8 incident 
' of life. 
But I had not proceeded far, before 
this confidence began to cool. I ſoon 
felt the fatigue of travelling, in a manner 
to which I was unaccuſtomed; and the 
thought of my being alone, for with a 
ſingle companion I eſteemed m yſelf little 
better, awoke ſenſations, in no r-ſpe&t 
"pleaſing Iſtarted in affrigght ; and bluſhed 
at my own weakneſs! I reaſoned againſt 
eit; but! it eluded my reaſons. At length, 
| * ” © I com- 


. 
| 
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1 compounded the conteſt. I reſolved to We ſeen 


* continue my Journey to Bagdat; and if! with 


© ſhould find the inconveniencies over. 4 4 
* balance the advantage, to provide new W« rey, 
* attendants there. | | to m 


But my fellow traveller, 3 friend, N colc 


7 faved me from ſuch a weakneſs. He & free 


perceived my uneaſineſs, and was alarmed I hay 


for my health; by limiting his enquiries N mar 


mop which he perſuaded me that he had B. 
not diſcovered my diforder to be in my uncl. 
* mind, and rouzed the ſpirit of pride to and 
: coucenl my ſhame. | brea. 
This employed my e till the ' ingly 


* cauſe of my uneaſineſs became familiar to MW him 


me, when it totally vaniſhed ; and I only WE volte 

* wondered that I had been uneaſy.” from 
On the third day of our journey ve A 
joined a numerous caravan of merchants, MW * me 2 

© who had pitched their tents on the bank + thou 
of the river, to avoid the heat of the M* of M 
* ſun, which had now mounted high in the MW * vince 
© heavens. * whic] 
© The habits of Faquirs, which we had Or 
. aſſumed by the advice of Myrza, gained WF journ 
us immediate admiſſion into their com- pf © to cc 

© pany, where I was inſtantly truck with WW dily 
the openneſs of their behaviour, which WM © begir 


_ © ſeemed I acc 


Patch. of BETILIS. 152 


| to emed to flow directly from nature, 
if! without deſign or reſerve. 
er MW This was entirely new to me. 1 
ev WO * revere thy wiſdom, ſage Myrza,” ſaid I 
WW to myſelf! „I now fee life, in its genuine 
nd, colours! How happy am I at being 
He WW © freed from the croud of attendants,, who 
ied have hitherto ſtood between me and 
1s “ mankind!” 
ad WM But this happineſs did not continue long 
my © unclouded, © They were going to eat; 
to and defired me to taſte a morſel af 
bread with them. I fat down accord- 
he W* ingly; but ſtarted to ſee a flave ſeat 
to © himſelf next to me; and my heart re- 
ily WW * volted at my being obliged to fetch water 
from the river for myſelf to drink. 
we A very little uſe, however, reconciled 
ts, me alſo to this debaſement, as I at firſt 
nk thought it, better than all the inſtructions 
he WW © of Myrza had been able to do; and con- 
he © vinced me of the vanity of that wiſdom 
* which is acquired only by inſtruftion. 
d © On being informed that the caravan 
d journied to Bagdat, I deſired permiſſion 
n- Ml to continue with them; which. was rea- 
th il © dily granted to me; and I reſolved: to 
begin the practice of Myrza's precepts. 
I accordingly obſerved with the ſtricteſt 
Hs L attention 
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i attention every thing I ſaw and heard; 6") 
|| | © and the doubts of one day were generally iſ « 
| * ſolved by the next, without my aſking Eve 
| © any ſolution of them. tak 
This conduct ſoon gained me the ped 

© reſpe&t and confidence of the whole com- ¶ and 

© pany. I was efteemed wiſe, becauſe I © his. 

© betrayed not my ignorance by aſking in- IM « whi 
formation: And every one was eager to if aſſiſ 
communicate his ſecrets to me, becauſe | iſ © hol 
never enquired into them; there being Wl © mar 
nothing which ſo effectually counteracts Iſl « trea 

* curiofity as the diſcovery of it. 6 hart 
The ſcenes, which this confidence 0 
opened to me, would have amply over- ¶ © theſ 
paid my filence, had it been never ſo I ſn 
contrary to my temper, I now ſav i *ſequ 
things, in colours the moſt different from MW mer 

© thoſe; in which they had appeared to a fr 
me, at my firſt joining the caravan; and ce. 

* found that the ſame paſſions rule the my 
© human heart, in every ſtate of life; even Ml * avO 
_ © the coarſe jeſt, the loud laugh of merri- IM © atte 

© ment, thoſe reputed characteriſtics of IM © me 

* vulgar happineſs, could too often trace 
sto motives the moft unhappy; and fee 
them joined in and enjoyed only in pro- 


Portion to the IE} of the alluſion. 
9 bs "Im 
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rd; This general confidence though was 
ally W © not unattended by its inoonveniencies. 
ing Every one, who told me his ſecrets, 
© taking my ſilence for approbation, ex- 
the N pected that I ſhould enter into his views; 
"M- I and was continually obtruding upon me 
e 1 © his ſchemes for their accompliſhment, in 
in: + which he thought himſelf entitled to my 
r to if aſſiſtance, ſo far as to look upon my: 
ſe I I © holding the common intercourſe of hu- 
ing manity with his adverſary as an act of 
atts W © treachery to him: A ſituation too em- 
barraſſing to have been long ſupported. 

nee One evening, as I was ruminating upon. 
ver- WE © theſe inconſiſtencies, and conſidering how: 
" ſo e ſhould diſentangle myſelf from the con- 
ſaw WW © ſequences of them, one of the principal 
om © merchants in the caravan accofting me in 
| to fl ©a friendly manner; 

and « Haſſan,” ſaid he, (for I had changed 
the my own name of Himileo, for this, to 
vel avoid being traced by any of my late: 
ri. © attendants) © I have obſerved your de- 
of meanor, ever ſince you have come 
act BY © among us; and fee that your wiſdom: 
fee “ exceeds your age. I have therefore re- 
pro: i © ſolved to make a propoſal to you, whicty. 
on. “ will give you the hs proof of my, 
The on 


— 


<6" Tow 
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„ You have been informed that this 
„ caravan Journies to Bagdat. It is not 


my intention to accompany it ſo far. 


« T ſhall turn off to-morrow evening to the 
& country of Farſiſtan, whither ſome mat- 
ters of importance call me; after I ſhall 
ce have executed which, I propoſe conti- 
c nuing my travels, through that once 
4 flouriſhing country, to the regions, whoſe 

„ trappy people are firſt bleſſed with the 
“ ſight of the ſun, on his emerging from 
© the ocean, to enlighten the world. 

„From your habit, I Judge, that the 
e motive of your travelling i is to acquire 
« knowledge. If fo! this is the path 
„ which leads directly to it. The ſages 
© of antiquity never thought their thirſt 
t for wiſdom ſatisfied, till they came, and 
& drank at this fountain head. 

If you chuſe to accompany me, in 
this journey, we will drink out of the 
« ſame cup, as brothers. My people are 
&« ſufficient in number to defend us from 
the darigers of the way; and the profit, 
* which J ſhall gain by my merchandize, 
« will enable me to make proviſion for the 
e wants of both our future lives. I ſhall 


not attempt to influence your compliance 


You 


by * arguments of perſuaſion. 
«6 + beſt 


my f 
einten 
* henſ1 
1 
ſign, 


in ex 
frienc 
"tude 


@ exalt: 


warm 
knees 
* to let 
and 
* other 
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« beſt know the motives which ought to 
direct your conduct, and will be N 
66 by them.” 

© It is impoſſible to expreſs the emo- 
© tions which I felt at this propoſal. I had 
long had the ſtrongeſt deſire to ſee the 
countries whither he was going; but 
then the length of the way muſt detain 


75 much beyond the time Preſcribed by 


father for my return. 
0 The difficulty was moſt diſtreſſing; | 
But after revolving. various ſchemes, I 
at length thought of one, which appeared 
to reconcile: my duty to my inclination. - . I 
' reſolved to ſend back my companion to 
© my father, in order to inform him of my 
intended journey; and obviate his appre- 
; henſions at my protracted abſence. 
The merchant approving of this de- 
ea, I proceeded immediately to put it 
in execution. The parting between my 
friend and me was moſt tender. Grati- 
' tude for the reſtitution of his liberty had 
exalted his attachment to me into the 
' warmeſt affection, He embraced my 
knees, he beſought me, with many tears, 
to let him accompany me, in my long, 
and perilous journey; and _ ſome 
' other in his place. 2 


85 - 0 Who 
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« Who will ſerve you, in the day? 
Who will watch over you, in the night?” 
© ſaid he wringing his hands in anguiſh of 


*foul. © You are not ſufficiently inured to 
G L hardſhip! Tour years are too few; 


your ſtrength is unequal to the Fatignes 


into which you are plunging | Should 
4 fickneſs or difaſter befal you, who is to 
“ adminifter relief? 

That power, I anfwered;. in the words 
of Myrza, 
© of all his works; or human care and relief 
would be in vain. A ſupport, in which 
© the piety of my father will think me ſafe. 
© Not that I am inſenſible to your affection, 
I would gladly. fend. another, but you 
© know it is not in my power. Of al, 

whom I might have ſent, you only remain 
© with me; nor would my father give the 
« ſame credit to the words of any,. as he 
© will to your's!” 
Fe ſaw that it was in vain to urge me 
farther, and would not diſtreſs me, with 
« fruitleſs ſolicitation. 
My mind was fo full of the gratifics 
tion, I promiſed: to my curiofity, in this 
journey, that I never attended to the 
© circumftances in which I undertook it 


$ Circumſtances 1 in reality much more ter 
5 « rifying 


whoſe goodnefs is the ſupport 


| Fire * 


— 
2 
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e rifying than thoſe which had lately ſtruck 
me with ſo many terrors, I then had an 
$ experienced, a careful, and an affectionate 
friend with me. I had now implicitly. 
' entruſted myſelf to the faith of a people, 
© who were in a great meaſure ſtrangers 
to me. But it was too late to look back. 


SE CTION VIE. 


© ON our entering the empire of Far- 

c fiftan I was ſtruck with horror, to behold 
© the defolation and havoe which deformed 
the face of a country made ſo beautiful 
* by the hand of nature. The lands were 
© uncultivated! the cities lay in ruins! and 
the few wretched people, deſtitute of 
every comfort, and almoſt of every ne- 
* ceſlary of life, wandered from place to 
place, to ſeek the * ſubſiſtence 
' of the day. 
But this univerſal miſery affected me 
not more than the advantage taken of it 
a * the merchant, who exacted the higher 
prices for his commodities, the greater 
che ſaw neceſſity for them; aggravating 
public calamities, by turning them to 


Nor 
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Nor was my abhorrence'of ſuch ſordid 
© inhumanity greater than my - ſurprize, 


© when I compared it with his conduct on am] 
© other occaſions. For though the habit of M* cen 
„taking advantage in his dealing had (mil 

* COU! 


gained ſo ſtrong poſſeſſion of his heart, 
© that he could not refrain from it on any i” uni 
conſideration of circumſtances; in every I the 
* other inſtance he was generous and “ bap 
© humane; and would readily beſtow upon as 


* the lame perſon of whoſe neceſſities he M* cou! 
© had taken ſuch cruel advantage, more the 
than he had exacted from him; as, ing 
- © ſhould he come the next moment to pur- “ the 
* chaſe any thing elſe, he could not avoid I“ pro\ 


© repeating his exaction of the very money * ſlave 
* which he had juſt before given him in I“ that 
charity; and would give him again, if “ mak 
* requeſted, from the ſame motive. Ce 

Our journey through the territories of N waſt: 
Farſiſtan afforded no incident worthy of fool! 
relation. The country continued to ex- W* whic 
« hibit one ſcene of deſolation, more painful dom 
to the view than the barren deſart; the ¶ only 
traces of former proſperity aggravating MW work 
the contemplation of preſent miſery. IM grati 

My fellow traveller ſaw what 1 felt, Lega 
and endeavoured to divert my thoughts MW Ploy: 


: to more pleaſing objects. When we ' coulc 
N 8 oy 
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ſhall have paſſed the great river of Indus, 
aid he, the fight of that country will 
« amply compenſate for theſe diſagreeable 
« ſcenes. Induſtry there flouriſhes in the 
« ſmiles of freedom. Commerce is en- 
& couraged in all its various branches. An 
« univerſal plenty covers the land; and 
* the people are numerous, healthy, and 
* happy. 

„Nor leſs ſo were the people of this 
country once; till ambition overturned 
the works of art, and marred the bleſ- 
i ſings of nature. The magnificence of 
* the ruins, which ſtill remain, ſufficiently 
oid “ prove its former happineſs. But among 
ney “ flaves nothing can flouriſh, Heaven! 
in that a luſt of rule ſhould tempt a man to 
if make his own ſpecies miſerable.” 

* Ceaſe!” interrupted Temugin, * nor 
; of MW waſte time in repeating the words of a 
of M* fool! The monuments-of magnificence, 
ex- ¶ which he inſtanced as proofs of the free- 
ful MW dom and happineſs of a people, prove 
the only their ſlavery. Were they not the 
ing works of compulſion, raiſed- merely to 
_ IH gratify the vanity of the rulers, without 
lt, regard to the miſeries of the people em- 
bs MW ployed in raiſing them, to whom they 


we could be of no * ? Men who 
all are 
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© are free, labour only for themſelves; 
for their own reſpective uſe and 'conveni- 


ence; nor are ſuch monuments of tyran- 


© nic oſtentation ever raiſed among them. 
Fut ſuch are the dreams of idle ſpecular 
© tion.,—-Proceed.' 


SECTION IX. 


THE appearance of the country, after 
ve had paſſed the great river, reſumed 
the captive, © ſupported not the repreſen- 
© tations of the merchant. He ſtarted; 
Aland looking around him with aſtoniſh- 
ment and grief, Whence can this pro- 
„ ceed,” he exclaimed; - this melancholy 
* change? An hundred moons are ſcarce 
<« elapſed, ſince I was here laſt. All things 
t then wore a different aſpect. The wrath 
« of heaven muſt have fallen, in famine 
sor peſtilence, upon the land.“ 

© While he was preparing to exhibit his 
© merchandize for traffic, in the firſt city 
* at which we arrived, I walked forth, as 
was my cuftom, to view the place, and 


* obſerve the manners of the people. But 
what was my ſurprize at my return to 
the caravanſera in the evening, not to 


Land any trace of him! 
5 « The 
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The admonition of my father, that 
moment recurred to my mind. I re- 
ſolved to wait for information, from 
© accident, without making any enquiries, 
© for fear of involving myſelf in whatever 
© misfortune had happened to him. 

* Accordingly, I ſeated myſelf among 
© other ſtrangers, in the gate; where my 
* habit of a Faquir attracting the notice of 
© a Bramin, who was paſſing by, he kindly 
invited me to tafte a morſe] of food, and 
« ſleep under his roof that night. 

When we had finiſhed our repaſt, 
The compoſure in which you fat,” faid 
the Bramin, © perſuades me that you 
« were ungequainted with what had hap- 
« pened m that caravanſera but a few hours | 
<denrs > 

A reſpectable merchant, who had 


* trafficked in this unhappy country A 


a many years, without committing injuſ- 
« tice, or ſuffering injury, being a ſtranger 
* to the tyranny under which we groan at 
* preſent, had no ſooner begun to expoſe : 


his commodities to ſale, this morning, as 


* uſual, than he was ſeized by a ſet of ra- 
A pacious intruders, who abufing the falſe 
. policy, by which they were at firſt ad- 

- Mitted into our country, have faſtened 

” « themſelves 


” 4 
” - 
— 


e before a tribunal, 


. 9 1 9 
7 [> >. 1454 © nnd o 
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<« themſelves upon us, and now prey upon 
““ our vitals. 

In vain did the honeſt man defire to 


& know the reaſon of ſuch an outrage; in 
„ vain did he call upon heaven and earth 


for juſtice! He was dragged away, 


e iniquity, by a mockery of the forms of 
&« Jaw, confiſcated all his merchandize to 


e their own uſe, and threw himſelf into a 


« loathſome priſon, for having prefumed 


to attempt trafficking in this country 


« without their permiſſion. 


2 ſee you are aftoniſhed at ſuch a 


violation of every principle of juſtice. 


«1 will therefore unfold the riſe of this 


«.uſurpation to you. The hour of reſt is 
« yet ſufficiently diſtant, and the recital 
* worthy of your attention; as happily it 


«may enable you to put your own country 


End of the Thixb Book. 
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where his accuſers 
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a SECTION I. 

. HE difference in the produce of 
FL 4 the different parts of the world,” 


continued the Bramin, © hath been juſtly 
* aſcribed to a beneficent deſign in the 

« Creator, to raiſe a friendly intercourſe 

between the inhabitants, by laying them 

* under a neceſſity of applying to each 

6 other for the mutual fopply of their 
* wants, pe 

-*Is 


= 
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& In ſuch an intercourſe, this country, of 
« all under heaven, ſhould naturally ſeem 
entitled to the pre-eminence, as having 
4 not only every neceſſary, but alſo every 
4 convenience, and unhappily, almoſt every 
luxury of life within itſelf. | 

« But alas! it is the uſe which conſe- 
« crates the bleſſing. This very plenty is 
. © made to diſappoint the end for which it 
ce was given. It blunts the reliſh of en- 
joyment; and deprives the body of 
&« ſtrength and the mind of vigour, by 
““ taking away the neceſſity of care and 
_ « Jabour, Wanting nothing, we wiſh not, 
« we ſtrive not for any thing; but ſit in 
« indolent expectation of that which we 
know the revolving ſeaſon will bring to 
** us, till we become an eaſy prey to thoſe, 
„ whoſe fortunately leſs favourable clime 
Land foil oblige them to ſtruggle with 

& difficulties, and brave dangers, in order 
to proeure elſewhere, thoſe things which 
Nature has denied to them at home. 
Some years ſince, a company of theſe 

. ieee who had wandered acroſs the 
* great ocean, from the remoteſt regions 
of the Weſt, landed upon our coaſts, in 
ant and wretchedneſs. The hardineſs 


of ſuch an — ſtruck us. We 
6 received 


0 un 5B- 


— 
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« received them with humanity. We 
« relieved their neceſlities; and gave them 

« the good things of our land, in exchange 
« for trifles, whoſe only value aroſe from 
« their novelty. _ 

Nor did we ſtop there. Engaged by 
the artifices, and reſpecting the un- 
« daunted ſpirits of thoſe our new ac- 
« quaintances, we permitted them to erect _ 


|* habirations on our coaſts, to which they 


might bring their merchandizes in future 


times; and from this ill- judged hoſpita- 
* lity have proceeded all the miſeries which 


Kat preſent overwhelm our country, and 
* will probably bring it to utter ruin in the 
4 end. 
4% The accounts which theſs adventurers 
Agave of our wealth, and eaſineſs to part 
„ withit, at their return home, encouraged 
* others to make the ſame adventure. 
They came in ſuch. numbers as ſhould 
© have alarmed a juſt ſuſpicion of their 
* deſign. They fortified their habitations, 
under pretext of defence againſt injuries 
never intended them; but in reality to 
*ſccure: their depredations, and over-awe 
Tour ſovereigns, whom they farced to 
* enter . 785 them on terms of 
: Tan 


7 « Since 
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cc Since that time, their conduct hath 
«© been a continued ſeries of the moſt atro 

«.cjious crimes. . Hardier in their nature, 
they take advantage of our puſillanimit 
« and weakneſs; and unreſtrained by thoſe 
© obligations, which are the ſafeguards of 
“ ſociety, the aſſurance of juſtice and peace, 
Ware break through every thing which 

& would oppoſe their will; and laugh at 
our credulity, for having Ow them 
« capable of good faith. 

„They grind the aces of his poor 
The huſbandman dares not to taſte the 
4 fruits of his own labour; the artificer to 
& {ell the work of his hands, without their 
* permiſſion ; a permiſſion for which they “ own 
make the wretches pay ſo dearly, that all “ the 
. induſtry is diſcouraged, and the bleſſings MF pled 
of nature turned into the ſevereſt curſe, M* trar; 
“ by being thus ine won _— tho © 
within their rea. | 
Nor are their outrages . to 
4 the poor. They make our princes paſß 
«under harrows of iron; and lead our 

Kings. into captiyity to extort their wealth 
from them. How long Heaven, in its 
4 yrath, will ſuffer. them to continue this 
4 flagitious courſe, I preſume not to di- 


« vine. But this is evident; that if there 
a”: | G15 
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hach“ is not a ſudden ſtop put to their ravages, 
atro-M* this country will be reduced to the ſame 
ture,“ ſtate of deſolation with its unhappy neigh· 
mit bour, arent | | 


E SECTION U. 


hic!“ © WHEN. I was preparing to Jepart, 
h at the next morning, my hoſt aſked me, 

hem how long I intended to remain in that - 
(city; and with an air of benevolence, 
oor. offered me every . ſervice in his power. 
the ta I never interfere with the concerns of 
r to any man,” ſaid he, © 1 flatter myſelf, 
that I am beloved by the people of my 
* own nation. Nor am I perſecuted . 
* the ſtrangers, becauſe my profeſſion: is a 
pledge for my poverty. On the con- 
* trary, they affect to ſhew me kindneſs, 
*in order to lighten the charge of their 
« n all the natives Wien indiſerimi- 


| to nate eruelty.“ 

pa . His ſaying this, Suck: me is the” 
our ' thought of ſoliciting his interceſſion for 
alth my unfortunate fellow- traveller. It was 
g its I poſſible he might be able to ſerve him; 65 


and the attempt was a duty ſuperior to 


di- thoſe prudential motives, upon which the 
here admonition of my father, againſt inter- 
6&5 


nnd : 1 6 ' fering 


* 
* 
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« fering in the concerns of Mk. was 


founded. 
I I ſhould be undeſerving of your "IS 


] anſwered, O venerable father, could | 
© heſitate a moment to accept the offer of 
74 in an inſtance which will over. pay to 


+ your benevolent heart uy, trouble it me 

e 

I left my native country to travel in 
© ſearch of knowledge, and came to this 
city in company with the unhappy, mer- 
* chant, whoſe misfortune you related to 
me yeſter- evening. If you can procure 
© his releaſe from priſon, that will be the 
8 higheſt ſervice which can be done to me 
in this place. As for his wealth! let 
7 that. remain with the aac his liberty 
is alllaſk . 

This was the firſt time the Bramin had 
| « heard the ſound of my voice. He fixed 
his eyes ſtedfaſtly upon me, while I was 
c ſpeaking, and as ſoon as I had ended, 
« ] equally reſpect the motive of your tra- 
As velling, he anſwered, and the ad- 
vanccs you have made in the attainment 
of it. Wiſdom: only could have main- 
« tained ſilence, on ſo intereſting an occt 
6 ion, till a reaſon of ſuch weight made it 


E e for FINS to het 25 
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contre 
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But, O my ſon! you over-rate my 


not any thing from them. But though 


pliſh your beneficent purpoſe, I may 


inſpires the lucky thought. 


chas a defire to inform himſelf in the 
affairs of all.the neighbouring nations; 
and ſpoke to me, not long ſince, to ſeek 
a perſon capable of giving him this in- 
formation. If you, therefore, can ſpeak 
(the language of his country, for he 


I . knoweth not any other, and will under- 

| take ſo irkſome a taſk, I will this day 

hal . ed you to him; and Heaven may give 

ved you an opportunity of ſerving your friend, 

= in ſome favourable moment of that in- 
) 


*tercourſe, which ſuch an e 
muſt neceſſarily give you with him.” 
f I was involved in the greateſt perplexity 


rent £ 
5 by this propoſal. To embrace it muſt 
15 SB x ſtop. to. my travels, which was: 
15 [contrary to my firmeſt reſolution, as the 


I 12 * gave 


© conſequence with theſe people. They 
& are civil to me, only becauſe I require 


' I may not be able of myſelf to accom- 


& poſſibly find the means of enabling you 
to effect it: and Heaven chis moment 


« The ſtranger, who rules in this eity, | 


* 2 
1 8 4 3 
« CT es. at: 


time drew near, when I had promiſed to x 
teturn to my father. 5 11 1 * „ 
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* gave up the hope of delivering an honeſt N ma 
man from unjuſt oppreſſion and miſery, 
The choice was e Dit 1 heli 
© tated not long. 

I have fome little knowledge, J an. 
© ſwered, O my father, in the language 
© you mention. I learned it from this un. 
happy man; and can never apply it to a ever 
© better purpoſe, than to ſerve him in his rath 
* preſent diſtreſs. The taſk, it is true, the 
will interrupt my travels; but it will at hav: 
© the ſame time bring me nearer to the end Iwa 
of them. In the practice of virtue conſiſh the 
© the only true wiſdom. that 
The Bramin applauded my roſolution bol is 
We went directly to the habitation of the than 
«© ruler; in whoſe anti- chamber we were M 
© obliged to wait a conſiderable: time, be. was 
fore we could be admitted to the un and 
. of his preſence, 5 „ 


SEC TION I. 


TL had ſeen ſomething in my. native au 
3 country of the ſlavery of ſuch attend: 


©. ancies; but never had I formed any col "buſtle 
© * ception of ſuch a ſcene as I was now il, contre 
Every paſſion which could agitate, every He k. 


„„ k vide which could deform 009) heart of and t 
DOE „ | 5 man, pings mA 


ative 
end- 
Coll: 


* 
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(man, was painted in the various faces 
round me; while ſuſpicion, deceit, envy, 
+ crielty, and avarice dictated every word £ 
they ſpoke: to each other. | 

Figure to yourſelf a ſet of men, thrown 
together by the incidents of an indigent | 


life, from every claſs. of mankind, and 


every country under heaven, acting, or 
rather prepoſterouſly attempting to act, 
the moſt important parts, and you will 
have ſome notion of the company in which 
Iwas: a company, to wheſe characters 
the powers of deſcription are ſo unequal, 
that nothing but the indiſputable proof 
ol ſactt oould make them pals for other 
than mere creatures of i imagination. 

My foul ſickened. at the fight; Me | 
was almoſt driven to give up my purpote, 
and depart, for fear of being infected by 
ſuch ſecięety, when the Bramin and 1 
' were ſummoned to dur audience. 

We found the great man iolling on a 
"lopha, in all the mimickry of tate z his 

awk ward uneaſineſs under which, ſhewed 
his inexperience in the reality. All was 
' buſtle, hurry, and confuſion. His orders 
{contradicted each other, every moment. 
He knew not what he ought to approve, 
0 therefore placed his judgment in 
I 3 , Hong 


9 8 FRY * * 2 Y O'S F N 
2 A * 7 r > 1 E 8 
ea : el « Es * * k 1 N 
. { w , (AX. * 29 
* A ” * 1 * 
7 " o + L 
- 


is 


n by” \ Sx FI. 45 OC 
W ts ADD 
7 - 
8 * 78 o 


$83 hd 4 * * 1 yy 


- "KS The His rox v of Axsacrs, 


$ finding fault; as he ſhewed his greatneſs 
© by looking with, HIRE. at ROY ching 


* around him. SOFA he IM | 
Our entrance was Saeed to hi 
_ * excellency, by a: ſervant, on a bent 
* knee; but though he was at that ver 
* inſtant looking at us, he continued to 
* adjuſt his dreſs, for ſome time, before he 
*.condeſcended to honour us with the leaſt 
notice; till at length, throwing his eye 
toward us as by chance, he-ſuperciliouſl 
* aſked the Bramin the occaſion of his viſit 
« Son of good fortune!” anſwered the 
* Bramin, © I have found ſuch a perſon, as 
you deſired me to ſeek for you, Yhe lef 
« time I had the honour of paying my duty 
eto your greatneſs; and have brought 
* him to receive your commands,” 
His excellency, rolling his eye back 
and forward from the Bramin to me, 
for ſome moments, with a ſuſpicious 


d *ſtare, at length demanded to Kino 


what perfon he meant. 
pern, anſwered the Bramin, 
« who- hath travelled through. all the 
« neighbouring nations, and is acquainted 
with their cuſtoms and manners, in 
« which you Rr a defire to be in- 
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« Not I indeed !” replied his excellency, 
with a look and accent of offended. im- 
portance. You quite miſunderſtood me. 
bf want no inſtruction in ſuch matters. 
dent What I ſpoke to you about, was a ſecre- | 
Vol © tary for foreign affairs, who underſtands 
ug the languages of thoſe countries, and 
e bel can write my orders to the ſovereigns of 
cal them; as I have not time to throw 
eyeW * away on learning their jargon mylEK. 
uſly WM « ] regard not their cuſtoms; and will 
uit. a teach: them good NETS, if they 
the * miſbehave themſelves to me.” 
, 3 © The miſtake,” returned the Bramin, 
2" * is not material. My friend is qualified 
uty ! for either office. His capacity will be 
ght © found on trial ; and I will vouch for his 
fidelity.“ 15 
ck Such a recommendation had the ne- 
ne, il ceſſary weight with his excellency, who 
ous . knew the integrity of the Bramin, and 
u, had kept his eye fixed upon me, all the 
eme he ſpoke, as if he would read my 
in, . foul. He graciouſly nodded his aſſent, 
the and faying that I might come, as ſoon as 
ed e pleaſed, my conductor and I withdrew, 
in *-rejoiced at the happy omen of having ſo 
n- of * eaſily ſucceeded in the firſt . of our 
* deign, ©. 333 | 
lot | I 4 SEC- 


nels 
ning 
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* 


« he could propoſe n 


from thence; 
« ſtronger proof, that ſuperior talents are 


N. 


SECTION IV. 


Sh ON « our return tothe bab of the 


bo. * Bramin, « As you are now entering into 


« a ſcene of life,” ſaid he, © utterly new 
eto you, it may not be unneceſſary to give 


you a ſketch of the character of the 


man to whom you are going, in order 
& to direct your conduct toward him. 

« The manner, in which he bears his 
40 preſent elevation, ſhews that it is not 
natural to him. But you muſt not form 
« yotir judgment of him, in other reſpects, 
few men exhibiting a 


« far from being the ſole property of the 
« ſuperior ranks of life. 
Born in the loweſt claſs of mankind, 
« and bred to one of the meaneſt pro: 
« feflions, by which induſtrious poverty 
«ſtrives to earn a ſcanty ſubſiſtence, he 
&« has raiſed himſelf by the mere force of 
& his own genius, . to his preſent height of 
& affluence and power; a riſe, it is true, 
e to which his principles have contributed 


9 « little leſs than his abilities, as they never 


« reſtrained him fiom any thing by which 
A qualifi- 


C EW #3 „s cation 


* — 


Pix cz of BZT LIS. . 
7 cation common to almoſt all the men, 
«© who have been honoured by the world, 
« with the name of Great. 

It is but juſtice Hough to acknow:- 
edge that the actions by which he has 


« thus raiſed himſelf, have, in their firſt 
effect, merited from his ſuperiors (for 


even he, high as he holds himſelf here, 


„is no more than the ſervant of ſubjects 

in his native country) all the rewards, 

* which they have beſtowed upon him. 
But if we trip thoſe actions of tlie 


&« blazonry of ſucceſs, and meaſure them 
6 by the rules of public, as well as private 


« vittue, we ſhall find, that by blackening 
“ambition with perfidy, corrupting pri- 


vate fidelity, and ſtaining. victory with | 


“murder, he has exceeded in the moſt 


* nefarious iniquity all the ravagers of the 
«earth, who have built their greatneſs 
upon the miſeries of mankind; as the 


* conſequence will prove, that inſtead of 
giving ſanction to ſuch crimes, by load- 
*ing him with honours, his fuperiors 
* ſhould have.puniſhed him with the moſt 


* 1gnominious: death, to have given per- 


* manency to the very advantages he has 
*-acquired for them; the divine vengeance, 


2 enen hitherto ſaſpended, being now! 


15 ä 


6 ſible themſelves. 
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« ready to burſt in thunder on their heads 


„for this injuſtice. . 

His aſſociates, emulous of on ſhocek 
"© in amaſſing wealth, but incapable of 
” effecting i it, as he had, by actions at the 
„ ſame time ſevyiceddle. to their ſuperiors, 
„have imitated him in the moſt flagitious 


parts of his conduct, and laid the axe to 


4 the root of the advantages which they 
drew from this country, by robbing the 


« wretched natives of the means of ſup- 


4 plying it; for who will work, when he 
% knows that the fruit of his labour will be 
« raviſhed from him ? 

Of this, indeed, they ſeem to be ſen- 
But inſtead of being 
moved by that ſenſe to change their 


* meaſures, they have only cba the 


object of them. 

« Seeing that the ruined land can no 
« longer ſupply matter for their rapacity, 
+0 they have turned it againſt their ſupe- 
« rjors, whom they have brought to the 
« yerge of equal ruin, by a peculation of 
4 the wealth entruſted to their care; la- 

4 yiſhing it in erecting fortreſſes to guard 
61 againſt impoſſible aſſaults; and main- 
% taining forces to fight againſt enemies 


Ko who do not exiſt, that they may have 
8 an 
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« an opportunity of appointing each other 


to all the lucrative employments which 
attend armies, and make war at preſent, 


little leſs ruinous to the victors, than to 


« the vanquiſhed. 
“Thus one is to ſupply materials, ano- 
& ther to ſuperintend the building; this to 
«* provide food, that cloathing for the 
« men; and Fs on, arms, ammunition, 
6 every article poſſible to be wanted by an 
“ army, for all which, as they are to pay 
(6 themſelves, they contract in the greateſt 
„quantities, and at the higheſt rates, 
* which mutual connivance can venture 
to impoſe upon common ſenſe ; at the 
« {ame time, that not one of them hath. 
the remoteſt intention of fulfilling ſuch | 
© contracts, either in the quantity, or 
« quality of the things to be provided; 


„ but ſuffer the miſerable bands of rob- 


bers, which they call armies, to ſtruggle 


6 with all the ſeverities of climates not 


natural to them, and the want of every 
convenience, and almoſt neceſſary of 
* life, if they cannot plunder them from 
8 the defenceleſs, and therefore more mi- 
* ſerable natives: Iniquities, which how- 
* ever glaring, they practiſe without fear 
* of puniſhment ; the wealth, I acquire 

de * by 
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« by them, enabling them to laugh. at 
6 Juſtice, and hold the laws in defiance; 
in their own country, whither they re- 
turn to enjoy it; and make room for 
another hungry ſet to purſue their ſteps. 

This faithful repreſentation will prove 
« the truth of what I have ſaid before, 
& that if a ſudden ſtop be not put to theſe © ſuc 
_ _ ©. ravagers, our country muſt be ruined. © too 
In fact, they will ſoon be forced to ſtop ſuf 
« of neceſſity. Their iniquity hath un- I“ kn 
&« dermined itſelf; and heaven, by a ſignal Ad 
e inſtance of its juſtice, hath made them ſecr 
_ & avenge our wrongs upon their own heads. ma 
Whether we may be able to ſurvive the * bet! 
* ſhock, and enjoy the fruits of that venge- I * tha! 
& ance though, is more than I can foreſee; | nan 


e ſo deep are the wounds, with Wich 61 
4 ROM” have Foes our hearts,” N « thin 
1 © aſke 
SECTION v. „ 

* the 


"4 ON. my repairing next morning to the bow 
« pavillion of the chief, I found him in of c 
_ © converſation with a few of his aſſociates, 
on ſome ſubje& which ſeemed to embar- 
© rafs them not a little. 1 
As ſoon as he caſt his eyes upon me, 


* he nee ſhort to the others, and told 
| | 2 them 


ch 
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© them, with an exulting look, that 1 


could give them the information they 


© wanted, having travelled lately inrough 
all thoſe countries. 


One of his aſſociates having preſumed | 
© to expreſs ſome doubt, whether it was 


© afe to entruſt a franger with a matter of 
* ſuch moment, the ſagacity of the chief 
took inſtant offence. He aſked, with a 
ſupercilious air, When he had been 
* known to be miſtaken in any man?“ 


Adding, that he had taken me for his ; 
* ſecretary, on the recommendation of a 


man of honour : not that I wanted any 
© better voucher, to a man of diſcernment, 
than the honeſty written in my counte- 


© nance. 4 | 
The other 8 or at leaſt ai 


8 thinking | it proper to diſagree with him, 
* aſked me if there was not a Proſpect of 
the greateſt plenty, in thoſe countries, at 

the approaching harveſt; and on my 


* bowing in affirmation, added a number | 


of queſtions, concerning the prices of 
(the different neceſlaries of life in different 
places. | | 7.3 
lt inſtantly e to me, that this 
* was ſuch an opportunity as I ſought, to 
ſerve. my ſellowrtraveller. I anſwered, 


c | 
therefore, N 
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Wes 75 7 


* 
, 


therefore, that theſe were matters with 
* which I was utterly unacquainted, hay. 
ing never bought any thing but what 
was immediately neceſſary for my own 
' © uſe, the purpoſe of my travelling having 
been only to indulge curioſity, and ac- 
© quire knowledge: but that I knew a 
- © perſon who had followed the profeſlian 


© of a merchant for many years, and was 


© able to give him every information he 
* could wiſh, in every branch of commerce; 

and on informing him whom I meant, 
gave ſo high a character of the merchant's 


judgment and probity, that they all 


ſeemed inclined to employ him. 

But there was a difficulty in my way, 
« which I plainly perceived would defeat 
my deſign, if it could not be removed. 
This was his merchandize, which they 
© had ſeized, and thought he would ex- 
© peCt' to have reſtored to him, before he 
© would enter into their ſervice: a facri- 
* fice' to juſtice which they could not pre- 
* vail upon themſelves to MEE to an) 
5 unceftain proſpect. 


On their expreſſing doubts, chitefore 
* of the danger of placing confidence in 4 
man utterly unknown to them, I replied, 


* that n had a * for luis honeſt) 
7 © 
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* in their own hands: that they might re- 
* tain his merchandize till he ſhould exe- 
cute their commiſſion; and then return 
© it, or not, as he ſhould deſerve; by 
« which means they would make it his 
{ intereſt to be honeſt to them. 

This thought ſettled the whole affair, 
The chief inſtantly approved of my pro- 
{ poſal, paying a compliment to my judg- 
ment, in making intereſt the beſt motive 
to honeſty ; and I was directly ſent to 


conduct the merchant to them. 


S ECT IO N VI 


I cannot expreſs what I felt, on enter- 


ting the dungeon where the unhappy 


man was confined, even without any 
charge of a real crime. Dark, damp, 
and noifome, it ſeemed to have been de- 
* ſigned to render the horrors of impriſon- 
ment ſtill more horrible. 

In the indignation of my ſoul at ſuch 
* tyranny, I could not forbear exclaiming 
ein my native language, What a re- 
© proach is it to human nature, that the 
« men, who have themſelves been ſubject 


to the heavy hand of power, are the 
SR | 0 5 as leaſt 
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_ « leaſt proper to be re, with it over 
- th a 


* As ſoon as he beard” ay well known 


voice, he raiſed his head from the ground, 


| y on which he lay, loaded with chains; 


© and looking eagerly at me, Oh, mj 


friend,“ ſaid he, © have my misfortunes 
% overwhelmed you alſo? Is your inno- 
* cence ruined, merely for having known! 


e ſuch a wretch as me? And'yet, what is 
« my guilt? What have I done, to dray 


& this ruin upon me! —— 
HFis fears had taken ſuch poſſeſſion of 


| 0 his heart, that it was difficult to unde- 


ceive Pag as to the cauſe of my coming 
* difficult to perſuade him that there was 
© any proſpect of his ee reſtored to his 


. liberty. i Wy 


At length, hin * w. his hich 


8 taken off, and the doors of the priſoh 


opened to him, a new anxiety ſeized his 


3 ſoul; © But will they reftore me my 


40 effects alſo?” ſaid he, ſtopping ſhort at 


the door of the priſon, and fixing his eyes 


: < earneſtly'/ upon me: if not, of. whit 


& advantage is liberty? I had better die 


here, than be obliged to beg my bread 


d among ſtrangers. My e will be 


« ſhorter, at the leaſt,” ts 
I could 


nnn 
r 
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1 could ſcarcely ſuppreſs his emotions 


6 ſufficiently. for him to appear before the 
* arbiters of his fate. I ſoothed! I com- 


* reaſon, and made him preſent to himſelf; 
for I was not permitted to unfold to him 
the immediate occaſion of his releaſe. - 

When at length I introduced him to 
them, he anſwered all their queſtiqns 
* with preciſion ; and undertook to execute 


their commiſſion without heſitation, on 
offi. ancien of having his property reſtored 
5 0 him, at his return with ſucceſs. 
1 * The nature of this commiſſion, and 
Wh. the readineſs with which he embraced 
Was cit, ſtruck me with ſuch horror, that J 
o b reſolved directly to ſeparate myſelf both 
from him and his employers. But that 
mY very readineſs defeated my deſign. It 


made them ſuſpect that he wanted only 
to get out of their power, and therefore 
they inſiſted that I ſhould remain as an 
* hoſtage for his fidelity. 
* It. was impoſſible for me to avoid 
* agreeing to this condition, without ex- 
* poling him, and probably myſelf alſo to 
deſtruction; as they would naturally 
* have concluded, | that we had concerted 
92 ſcheme 


forted! I encouraged him to hope the 
© beſt; till I in ſome meaſure recalled his 


, 
/ 
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1 a to deceive KO FY aſſented 


* therefore, with an appearance of readi. 
neſs, to that which I did not dare to 
* refuſe; and purchaſed my fellow-tra- 
veller's liberty at the price of my own, 
* at leaſt for ſome time. [Fans 

The commiſſion entruſted to him was 
to buy up all the produce of the year 


from the poſſeſſors, in order. to fell it | 


* back to them at an higher price, when 
their neceſſities ſhould become ſo preſſing 
as to oblige them to give whatever ſhould 
de required for it: the chief having an 
© aſſured perſuaſion, that they had buried 
© ;mmenſe treaſures in the earth, to evade 
the exaCtions of himſelf and i aſſociates, 

* may ſeem improbable to you, as it 
© did at the time to me, that any people 


* ſhould be fo infatuated, as to put them-. 


© ſelves thus into the power of their known 
6 oppreſſors, for their very ſubſiſtence; but 
there is nothing ſo abſurd, which the 
© force of avarice cannot effect. 
The merchant, on my objecting this 
© difficulty, treated it with contempt. 
Give them,” ſaid he, © this day, one 
penny more than the current price, and 
they will accept it greedily, without 
ever * what may be the con- 
. 2 ſequence 
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« ſequence to-morrow. Preſent gain is all 
„which is now looked to in the world. 
„ Beſide, am I not armed with power to 
* compel them, ſhould they unexpectedly 
have the imprudence to refuſe complying 
« with my propoſals? They are in a ſnare, 
4 out of which they can no way eſcape.” 
Nor did he pay greater reſpect to the 
* diſapprobation which I could not forbear 
expreſſing, at the readineſs with which 
he undertook ſuch horrid work.” 
Tour virtue, my friend,” ſaid he, 
« is too refined ever to be carried into 
practice, when placed in the ſcale againſt 
ti the moſt powerful principles of human 
nature. I would not willingly commit 
« injuſtice, nor lead any man to ruin; but 
„hen either he or I muſt be ruined, 
te the trial is too ſevere; and nature will 
4 preponderate, in ſpite of all the drann i 
of ſpeculation.” 

The ſcenes of which I-was 4 W 
e choly witneſs, while the merchant was 
engaged in the execution of his com- 
miſſion, were too horrid for deſcription. 
I ſhall only ſay, that every act of injuſtice 
* and oppreſſion, which avarice and cruelty 
could ſuggeſt to lawleſs power, was 
mts penn, 25 _ ſuch inſolence 
| (that 
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that the unhappy ſufferers: did not even 


— 


* 


96 * 1 


a Hee Le. n 9 
1 he” * i 5 7 ** 
= — i * ? > 8 * by 
N We 3 ' 2 


— 


* dare to ene their grief, by aA ve 
1 1285 Fa: 1 e 


* | "7 
* 


4 


SECTION: vn. 


#: THE return of the e releaſed 
me, at length, from the fight of ſuch 
* miſery, from the ſociety of men, who 
© were a diſgrace to the human name. 

* He had executed their commiſſion, 2 
with unexpected ſucceſs; and, as I «ou 
* thought, much more faithfully, than * thi 
they performed their Projnile hed reward: © his 


bh. "29 him for it. © me 


Fvery time he. claimed. the refifation * jou 


"MN «of his merchandize, ſome new difficulty I anc 


© was ſtarted, ſome new delay made, under 
« pretences the moſt frivolous, and ſhame- I po 
leſs; till growing apprehenſive that they to 


might compleat their injuſtice by taking MW © me 


away his life to free themſelves from his of 
, importunity, he reduced his demand to ; fiſt 
© the means of ſupport in his return to © ay 
his native country; their condeſcending que 
£ to grant which, after much entreaty, they of 


. + affected to conſider, . as an act 96. the W «pls 


FA TH generolly; and favour, © DES, bre 
| | "+ When < 
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When he was ready to depart, he 
6 affectionately preſſed me to accompany 
him. Do not be diſcouraged, my 
6 friend, ” ſaid he, at the unfortunate 
* ifſue of our journey hither. Matters 
bare not ſo bad, as they may appear to 

« be. I knew my: employers too well, to 


© truſt entirely to their juſtice. , An agent 
4 underſtands but little of his bann 


„ who cannot make it pay itſelf.” 
Had I not before covenanted with my 
© own heart to ſeparate myſelf from him, 
« the very argument on which he reſted 
© his: ſolicitation, would have determined 
me to decline it. I wiſhed him an happy 
Journey, ſaying that my fate led me 
another way. » 
I was too well acquainted with the 
* power of habit over the human heart, 
to be ſurprized at this inſtance of the 
a merchant's meaſuring juſtice by the rule 
of his Qwn intereſt. It was but- con- 
ſiſtency of character. Not that I can 


* ay, I was diſpleaſed with the conſe- 


© quence, how much ſoever I diſapproved 
of the motive of his conduct. His em- 
ployers, and he, had been guilty of equal 
$ gs of n = therefore adored 
- . dat | 


n . 
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© that Power which thus made one act of 
jnjuſtice'puniſh-another. | 5 1 
The condition, upon which F had con- 
© ſented to ſtay among theſe people, being 
thus fulfilled, I reſolved to take the firſt 
0 opportunity of departing, without giving 
them any notice of my deſign; being 


| taught by their treatment of the mer- 


chant, what confidence was to be placed 
in their promiſes, and apprehenſive that 
they might think me too deeply ac- 


ſqquainted with. the Sher of their 


iniquity to diſmiſs me. 
While I waited for ſuch an opportu- 
© nity, the ſucceſs of the merchant's com- 
miſſion appeared in effects, not to be re- 
collected without horror. . | 
The natives, as he had WIN 
either from avarice, or. compulſion; had 
- © fold him all the produce of the land, 
which his employers no ſooner got into 
© their poſſeſſion, than they raiſed the 
prices to ſuch an height, that the 
© wretches, after having expended. every 
« reſource 0 purchaſe indiſpenſible ſup- 
port, were- redueed to all the dreadful 
< extremities of famine; while the authors 
« of theit ruin looked on with unconcern; 


or would relax their extortion to ſave 
6 as. 
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of Il © the very name of the people from being 
blotted out from n the inkiabirants N 
n- Lof the earth. 
ng Virgins offered themſelves to | violate 
| in the ſtreets, for a mouthful of food. 
ng The (on fold his father into ſlavery. The 
ng mother devoured the infant which ſucked 
er- her breaſt, - The living were not a _ 
ett I © bury the dead. | 
"at Amid all theſe "EM my | foul had a 
c © peculiar conſolation for ſome time. The 
eir Jewels, which I had retained by the ad- 
vice of Myrza, now ferved the beneficent 
u- © purpoſe for which he had adviſed me to 
n- ' reſerve them, I gave them to my friend, 
e- the Bramin, who diſpoſed of them, and 
applied the price to the relief of the ge- 
d, I neral diſtreſe. 


ad But alas! he proceeded | not with ſaf- 


d, ficient ſecrecy. He was diſcovered _by | 
to the inhuman tyrants. He was ſeized, 
he He was put to torture, to diſcover if he 
he had any more, and from whom he had 
| received them. He preſerved his faith 
to me; and died under the torture, 
without making any diſcovery. 
* Unfortunate was it for him, that 1 
Know. not of * ee til they were 
5 1 
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Dat an end, My life ſhould not have 
© been ſaved at the price of hm 
guch ſcenes are difficult to be believed. 
The pride of conſcious virtue is unwilling 
* to admit even a poſſibility of the human 
©nature's ſinking ſo low. But when it is 
© conſidered by whom theſe. crimes were 
© perpetrated, it will be owned,' that they 
were no more than __ have TER 
«foreſeen; 2: 21 | | 
The weight of power is too great to be 
< ſuſtained, under the, moſt- advantageous 
ciroumſtances. Itꝰ too often intoxicates 
© the beſt head; and warps the beſt heart. 
What then muſt its effects be in the 
© oppoſite extream? How could it ratio- 
__ ©. nally be expected, that men raiſed to ab- 
© ſolute power, from the loweſt ſtate of 
* ſervility, and from the loweſt poverty, 
© ſhould be able to reſiſt the temptation of 
'© abuſing that power to acquire wealth; 


when ſuch abuſe was, in a manner, 


= « juſtified by practice, and n by 
0 r \ 
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. As I had been. detained. a theſ 


5 events beyond the time of my bY 
| | mile 
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© miſed return to my father, 1 felt the 
* anxiety of his love for my ſafety; and 
© therefore, for the greater expedition, 
© embarked ſecretly in a ſhip, which was 
intended to fail directly for Suez, pre- 
« ferring the performance of fo dear a 
duty to any pleaſure or advantage, which 
J could promiſe to myſelf, in the further 

* purſuit of my travels. 
Heaven ſeemed at firſt to ſmile upon 
© our way. We failed with a favourable 
© wind, till we entered the ſtraits of 1 0 
* when a violent ſtorm aroſe, which, 
© deſpite of all the efforts of our 1 ting 
© who ſtruggled with it for ſeveral days, 
* at length drove our ſhip upon ſome rocks, 
* where ſhe was inſtantly torn to pieces. 
It isimpoſſible to deſcribe. what I felt 
in that dreadful moment. The darkneſs 
of midnight was condenſed tenfold by 
the fury of the ſtorm. All was horror 
and diſmay... | 
* Though the moſt reſolute _ had loſt 
« every hope of eſcaping, we all, in the 
© inftinQtive impulſe of ſelt-preſexyation, 
laid hold on ſuch pieces of the wreck, 
* as chance threw in our way, and cling- 
"ng to. them, were driven about at the 
* mercy of the winds, and waves, in which 
Vol. & - i many 


* 
'C 
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* many periſhed by a milder death, than 
© awaited moſt of thoſe who gained the 
Rang; 

It was my fate to be rein upon the 
fſhore, without any appearance of life; 


2a ſituation, to which, as 1 afterwards 


5 found, I owed my ery. 
The day had juſt begun to dawn, 
when I recovered my ſenſes, the ift 
efforts of which ſerved only to preſent 
me with ſcenes {till more horrible than 
that from which I had eſcaped. I found 
© myſelf entirely. naked, at ſome little 
© diſtance from the ſea, whither, I ſup- 
* poſe, I muſt have been dragged for the 
© better convenience of Rripping of my 
s cloaths, 1 | 
But this treatment, "howeliÞ Ge , 
© itſelf, was, kindneſs in compariſon, 
* whatT ſaw inflicted on my unhappy com- 
© panions, as many of whom as reached the 
+ ſhore alive, were inſtantly flaughtered, 
2 4 bd then ſtripped | by the natives, who 
b inſfead 'of relieving a ſtate of diſtreſs 
© which ſhould have moved every humane 
. * paſſion, locked upon them, : and. their 


7 . 


© property, as lawful prey. 
* Shocked as my foul was, at ach vn 
q bariry, nature directed r wy Guſt thought 


„ *t0 
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nan to my own ſafety; I lay, as motionleſs 
the as if I was really dead, till I faw the 
ſavages depart, laden with the ſpoils of 
the the wretches, whom they had ſlaughter- 
fe; ed; When raiſing myſelf, as well as 
n weakneſs and the pain of many bruiſes 
would permit, I vrept to the ſea fide to 
wn, try if I could happily adminiſter relief 
art to any who might have eſcaped in the 
ent * fame manner with myſelf, and find ſome 
han cloaths to cover me, which had been 
und!“ over- looked by the ene in the 8 65 | 
ttle of their rapacity. 
up- But I was el at the firſt in 
the either hope. They were too well ex- 
my * perienced in the work to leave it un- 
* finiſhed ; and I was juſt going to depart, 
| in though Iknew not whither, when caſting 
of © my eyes, once more, wiſhfully to the 
>m- I * fea, I thought 1 perceived ſomething | 
the © floatitg toward the ſhore.. 
red, i The ſtorm having by this time nearly 
vho Ml © ſpent its force, I ventured into the water, 
eſs to ſee what the object before me might 
ane be; when I found one of my fellow- 
heir paſſengers, with whom I had contracted 
a particular intimacy, with his arms 
* claſped round a coffer, to which he was 
tied. I — raiſed his head. above 
E K 2 : | the ws 
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© the water, and perceiving. ſome ſigns of 
life, exerted all my ſtrength; to draw 
g him upon the dry land, where my care 
© ſoon reſtored him to his ſenſes. 
The moment he opened his eyes, and 
ſaw me buſied about him, his ſituation 
* ſuggeſted itſelf to him in the worſt light, 
* my being naked preventing his knowing 
* me; and making him imagine I was one 
f the ſpoilers, with whoſe nefarious 
practices he was too well acquainted. 
Lifting his hands therefore, in a ſup- 
© plicant manner, O] ſpare my life, 
* faid he, * ſpare the life of an old man, 
who will never diſturb your Pot 
of what you have acquired.“ 
What!“ I returned : '* Do you not 
know me? Can Haſſan be taken for a 
MB ſpoiler by his friend? 
He ſtarted, on ati my voice, and 
, looking eagerly at me, * Is it poſſible ?” 
* ſaid he, Can I be fo happy? But where 
« js the coffer to which I was bound? If 
« that 1 is loſt my life 1 is of little value to 


3 % ' | . 


% me. 
I ͤ then ſhewed wile the coffer, where 


s it. ſtill lay in the water, upon which he 
* aroſe with a vigour not to have been 


4 * from his ſituation, and running 
. toward 


, — 
4 


PRINCE of BertL1s. 197 
toward it, Let us then ſecure it in- 
« ſtantly,” ſaid he, „before the ſpoilers 
come, or they will not only rob us of all 


« it contains, but murder us my to ſecure 


4 the ſpoil.” 

4 Aas en as did ni diawh it de h 

land he opened the locks, and taking out 

a caſket, put it into his boſom, and was 
preparing to depart, without ſeeming 

even to think of any thing elle. 
such an inſenſibility to the ſituation 1 


was in, affected me. How!” ſaid I, 
„and will my friend deſert 18 mon 


« naked and alone?“ = 
He ſtarted; and pauſing for a mo- 
ment, as if juſt awakened from a dream, 
« Deſert you!” he returned; “ no, never 
* will I deſert my preferver, But what 
« can we do? The ſpoilers will come 
upon us the moment they diſcover' that 
our ſhip has been wrecked. The vul- 
© ture is not more quick to find his prey, 
nor the tyger more cruel, than the in- 
habitants of the ſea· eoaſts to deſtroy thoſe 
* whom the more merciful waves. throw 
into their power.“ 
II then acquainted him, that they had 
been already there, ſhewing him the 
E bodies on the ſhare, to which 
= 3 Il added 
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* I added my own condition, as evan of 


their bloody rapacity. Sic 
© His thoughts were 10 FER Gxed © W 

£ upon himſelf, that he ſeemed to have fit 
* no feeling for the misfortures of any Þ © m 
„ather. % Thank heaven, ſaid he, m 
embracing the caſket, *« that we have ; 
ff pin; VI ga and that my jewel i © of 
are fafe! But He muſt! not remain here! WM be 

& As ſoon, as they have left their ſpoil at * in 
oy home, they will aeturn, to try af: they ni 
* can glean up any more. I will ſhare co 
« my garments with thee. for the preſent, iſ * ac 
% We ſhall ſoon be able to Boe every ' 
* thing we Want. Fan 
He was 1 to ſtrip himself co 
* when, the occaſion : was unhappily re- ba 
1 moved; The ſea threw up, near to the in 
+ place where we ſtood, the body of one d 
of our companions, whom finding to be of 
dead, I yielded to the horrid negeſſiry o a pr 
4 e his lou to cover en ' re; 
x7 tis 30! 19993 +501 0 m 
SE ; 
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C WE. had not e far into the M * bc 
country before we diſcovered a cottage, th 
the poor appearance of Yue: hover * ſu 


* ah Wee r its inhabitants. © a pa 
23 . «On | 
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On our approaching the door, which 
* ſtood open to give light to the family, 
* whom we found ſeated around a little 
fire, at a meal of ſimple vegetables, the 
« maſter invited us in the moſt hoſpitable 
manner to partake of his humble fare. 

$ Though I knew him, at the firſt caſt 
of my eye, to be one of thoſe who had 


been moſt active in murdering and ſpoil - 
ing my unhappy companions, my aſto—- 


* niſhment was not greater at the preſent 
© contraſt in his conduct, than to hear him 
© addreſs us in the Byrſan language. 

b Gracious heaven! Iexclaimed, * where 
am 1? Is it poſſible that this is the 
©country. of the Byrſans? That ſuch 


barbarous crimes ſhould "be. committed | 


bin defiance of the moſt beneficent la /s? 


© The cottager, who knew not the cauſe 
* of my. exclamation, appeared to be ſur- 


* prized; nor made me any anſwer, till I 

repeated my queſtion, when he informed 

* me, that I was in my native country. 
But my companion, ho underſtood 


* my meaning, having often heard me 


* boaſt of the laws of Byrſa, as ſupenior to 


* thoſe of all other nations, Would pot mils 


f ſuch an occaſion of reproving my vain 
' parting... 4 Why ſhould not ſuch crimes” 
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4 ſaid he, be committed in this country, 
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&« as' ſoon as in any other? It is not rhe 


laws, but the execution of them, which 


„ hath an effect upon the manners of a 


4 people. The beſt laws, if badly admi- 
« niſtered, only encourage the crimes 


4 which they were deſigned to prevent.” 
The cottager, having directed us the 
way to Byrſa, returned to the ſea · coaſt, 


to ſeek for more ſpoil, in contempt of 


© every argument I could uſe to diſſuade 
* him; while we proceeded toward . the 
, houſe of my father, my. heart panting 


with filial love and joy, at the thought 
= MES: 1 85 being ſo near him. 


Fhe contradiction between the conduct 
3 of the cottager, when at home, and on 


5 6 the ſhore, was ſo ſtriking, that I could 


© not forbear expreſſing my ſurprize to- my 


companion, who accounted for it, in a 


manner moſt diſgraceful to the P's of 
© any civilized people. 

„The nature of man,” ſaid he, © is in 
« itſelf benevolent. Cruelty is ever the 
« conſequence of error in opinion or of 


© bad example. In his cottage you ſaw 
© this man in his natural character. His 


* conduct, on the ſhore, proceeded from 


40 a Notion derived from the laws of times 


1 . 
«- 
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« f ignorance and barbarity, that the | 


ood plunderers could not be compelled to 
& make reſtitution of their ſpoil, if no 
% man belonging to a ſhip, which was 
« wrecked, remained alive to claim it. 


N then the legiſlature of Byrſa really 


merited the praiſe, which you have ſo 
« « laviſhly beſtowed upon it, would not 
proper means have been taken to eradi- 
« cate ſuch a notion, and prevent its hor- 


rid conſequences, by confiſcating to the 
«ſtate every wreck, where all the people. 


* periſhed ; and on the other hand, allow- 
«j ing a part thereof to the inhabitants of 
«the coaſt, in proportion to the number 
of lives faved by them; inſtead of the 
© preſent abſurd method of punifhment 
« for plundering, which they evade by 
© murdering all who might prove their 
„ guih ?” 6 


Though this 80 was not to be 


* anſwered, I could not ſuppreſs the ex- 
* ultation of my heart, at the appearance 
* of happineſs, which ſhone in every place 


e paſſed” through, as we advanced 


© toward the capital; nor forbear point- 


oF ing it out to my companion, as the beſt. 


indication of our laws. 
125 K 5 But 


we 
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But he. yiewed matters in, another 
« . 78 Moderate your. pride,” faid he, 
4 till you ſee whether it is. well f founded, 
« When J view the face of the country, | 
think myſelf in paradiſe. But when I 
'& conſider 4 inhabitants, my opinion is 
much leſs favourable. The extremities 
« of the land are uncultivated for want: of 
n people, who crowd to the metropolis 
here their labour is waſted i in works of 
.% vanity. The whole nation is drowned 
in luxury. They are poor in the midſt 
of plenty. They have much, but. they 

want ſtill more. Their powers both of 
_ mind and body are weakened by excel, 
« their principles debauched by proſperity. 
„In a word, their happineſs hath over- 
&« flowed its bounds ; - and if this calm con- 
tinues much longer, Byrſa will over-ſet, 
« in the firſt ſtorm, which ſhall all. with 
* any force upon-1t.” 


SECTION X. 


— 


*MY meeting with my father is not tto 
4 be deſcribed. He had been for ſome 
7 time finking under the infirmities of 


age; and ſeemed to have We to 
8 preſerve 


* 
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der i © en life only ul ie could reſgn It; 8 
he, my boſom. 5 


ed. The moment be was _inſaitiddf any 
„ 1 arrival, he called me eagerly to him; 
n 1 « and throwing his arms around my neck, 


1 18 © as I kneeled by the ſide of his bed, It 
ties © is enough faid : he, . Gracious heaven, 


of it is enough. I embrace him once more; 
Jlis, and now I die content.“ 

8 of Then pauſing a 3 moments to re- 
ned cover his ſpirits, unequal to ſuch an 
idſt * exceſs of joy; O] bleſs my ſon!” he 
hey continued; © Enable him to ſave'his'— — 


— 


1 of i © he would have added, country; but the 
els, word died unfiniſhed on his tongue, 
rity. (heaven not permitting him to prefer a 
ver- prayer which muſt be ineffectual). and he 
com expired without a groan in my arms. 
-ſet, Having performed the laſt duties to 
with W his honoured remains, I determined to 
; devote the reſidue of my days to the 
cultivation of my mind in retirement, 
every thing I ſaw nd me giving me 
by a dilguſt to the world. wp 
ot bo © I had found ſuch eau in the ob 
ſome * verfation of my late fellow-ſufferer in the 
s of * ſhipwreck, whoſe benevolence of heart, 
d 0 and judicious acquaintance with the ways 
ſere By * man opened themſelves upon me, 
| more 


- 


204 Te HisTorY of ARsAC Es, 


more and more, every hour, that I would a 
© have perſuaded him to remain with me. d 


But all my perſuaſions were ineffectual. it 
He had fixed his mind upon returning to 1 
© his native city of Cairo, and there ending ES 
his days among his family. We parted 55 
with the ſincereſt ſentiments of nun u 
8 rand | 


SECTION XI. 


"EF have murmel jou of che um 
- which the Byrſans made to- the neigh- 
_ * bduring country of the Coptes. It had 
:* pleaſed heaven to lead me home, e as 
'* their army was preparing | to march, 
* inforce that claim. 
* Though I had determined upon a 
© retired life, the principles in which I 
© had been educated by my father, making 
eme diſapprove a meaſure ſo contrary to 
0 juſtice, I thought it my firſt duty to en- 
1 deavour to prevent it, before 1 would 
attend to 1 thivg which related ſolely 


to myſelf. q 
Wi 5/4 reſolved Meeks to demand an 
aaudience of the king, to whom my 


* rank in the ſtate gave me a right of 


C Ong my ſentiments c on 9 8 
an 


4 
* - . — 
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© and lay before him the reaſons. of my 


« diſſenting from the general voice on ſo 
important an occaſion 5 not doubting but 
„ ] ſhould be able to open his eyes to the 
& evils which muſt neceſſarily reſult from it. 
The war appeared to me ſo flagrantly 
© unjuſt, that I imagined. there muſt | be 
* ſome ſecret reaſons for it, to which my 


© abſence had made me a ſtranger, or it 


could never have been reſolved on. 
gBefore, therefore, I would preſume to 


3 " DI it, I thought it neceſſary to en- 


5 quire more particularly into the matter, 

© as I knew the danger of f judging on a 
partial vie Wp. ; 

For this purpoſe I went drecuy to a 

* perſon, whoſe having held ſeveral of the 


; * firſt offices-in the ſtate, I concluded muſt 


enable him to give me the information 1 
wanted; and which an alliance berwhen 
our houſes gave me a right to require. 
On entering his habitation, I was ſur- 

* prized to find every thing wear a gloomy 
* aſpe&t. The very looks of the ſervants 
| poke an unhappy maſter. He received 
* me with an air of dignity and reſpect, 
but clouded with a reſerve, which made 
it diſagreeable, and ſeemed defirous to 
* confine his r to general queſ- 

tions, 


Pi , 
* — 


be: „ his eyes ſparkle with indignation 10 


at The Hisronz 8 


75 tions, relating to tlie countries. which! 
? had ſeen / in my travels. i iin 
This, however, gave me an eaſy op- 
portunity of leading him to the ſubject of 
* the approaching war, without expreſsly 


f declaring} the: purpoſe of my coming, M 1 
which 1. apprehended might have made 
* him ſtil} more reſerved: 1 therefore, as 59 
Yi 


o occaſionally, deſired to know his opinion 
Kok it, as a direction to mine, which, 
probably for want of proper information 
A owned to be againſt 1 at: 7c cio 

At the firſt mention of the aber, 19 *“ 


6 which aroſe as I proceeded, till it en- | 
* tirely diſſipated the gloom which hung oo. / 
* upon his n and OE through his : 
A'relervey D. 19 
1 ah Jam happy,” ſaid: 5 will a Hook of 
the warmeſt complacency, . to find your 
4 ſentiments concur with mine, on this 
important occaſion; for, if you are not i ©} 
“ ſatisfied with the apparent, much leſs i * « 
24 will you be, with the real motives of i © c 
„this war. The former have at leaſt IM * « 
9 ſomething like a colour, however falſe, i ,  * 


4 of juſtice ;. becauſe it was neceſſary to *1 


« deceive the people, who can never be *y 


led into any thing which they know OW et 
33 : 6 be | 


*%.. 


PRINCE of BET Is. 207 


Eh 1 main how :eafily ſoever they may 
0 be deceived; but the latter are a myſtery 
« of the groſſeſt iniquity, in every ſenſe.“ 

Good heaven! I returned, whence 


can this proceed? The youth of our 
* ſovereign opened with the faireſt hopes. 
Nor hath he ever fallen from thoſe 


« hopes! 15 interrupted he, eagenly.. 4.0ne 


vice hath never ſtained. his, private life, 


one act of injuſtice warped his public 
conduct. Let ſtill, a character, leſs 


© pure, might haye proved more adyan- 
Ko tageous to his people. Jo form a pro- 


0 per judgment of a man, his ſtation muſt 
* be, conſidered. The virtues moſt ſub- 
« lime in a ſubject are often but amiable 
175 weakneſſes in a ſovereign. 


155 ke that your ee hath "mls 


« you ,a. ſtranger, /t to the ſecret ſprings 
« upon which our government moves at 
this time. The balance between its 
parts, and their mutual check upon each 
_ © other, which gave it the pre- eminence 


2 over All the other gayernmpgnts - 


& earth; exiſt now; only in name. 


147 The ſuperior council, by diſſipating 
« the property appointed to ſupport its 


6 independance, 1s fallen abſolutely under 


2 the influence c of the crown; as the in- 


& ferior 
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4 feriot daily betrays to it the truſt com- 
6 mitted to them, to acquire matter for 
A like diſſipation; the gratification of 
luxury being the only Geer attended 
4 to by every claſs of mankind. 
«You may naturally eee that the 
« power of the ſovereign muſt become 
3 — 1 this proſtration of the 
_ «6 fences inſtituted to reftrain it. But the 
« contrary is the fact. All the power, 
„ which he ſeems to obtain in this man- 
ener, is waſted in the very means made 
e uſe of to obtain it; and himſelf kept in 
'« kind of ſlavety to the inſtruments of 
this corruption, in which they have ſo 
-« entangled the whole ſyſtem of govern- 
4 ment, that it now appears to be one of 
4 its firſt principles ; and often compels 
„ him to give the ſanction of his narne and 
4 authority to meaſures the moſt contrary 
„ to his own ſentiments; of which there 
„ cannot be a ſtronger inſtance than 
* this war, which is literally forced: upon 
r him; by his ſervants, though as contrary 
to their ielinatiofl8 as to his; their 
ambition and abilities being equally 
810 * limited to the dark works of ſeduction. 
6 But the people have: of late begun to 


2 bock fo narrowly into heir conduct, and 
40: 13; | 8 to 
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« to ſhew ſuch ſymptoms of diſcontent, 
that apprehenſive of the conſequence, 


« they adopted this expedient to turn the 
“ attention of the public from themſelves, 


Tus blazoning the war, with ſuch hopes of 


« private advantage, as have made the 


4 injuſtice of it eaſily paſs unnoticed. 


„Nor is the power of this hope to be 
* wondered at. | 
„ before-hand, that it is terrifying to look 
* forward. Not only private fortunes are 


* waſted by the luxury, which is expreſsly 
i encouraged by the court for that pur- 
2 pole, that people may become dependant 
on its favour for ſupport ; but the very 

© reſources. of the ſtate are anticipated to 


„ ſuch a depth, in order to ſupport this 


 * ſyſtem of corruption, that far from being 


able to ſtand any violent ſhock, we muſt 
* of neceſſity ſink by our own weight, if 


„e are not ſaved by ſome means impoſ- | 


« ſible for human reaſon to provide. a 
„The whole ſyſtem of men's ſouls, if 

«I may uſe the expreſſion, muſt be 

* changed; and another adopted, in every 


"4 3 oppoſite to it: An effect, Which 


* can be produced only by ſome heavy 
* misfortune (if ſuch can de ſurmounted !) 
E E. Which 
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6 which ſhall bring the government back 
a to its firſt principles, 


For my own part, 1 am "Glick of a 


« world, in which I fee nothing but folly 


T and vice, that if there is not a ſudden 


change, which I have no reaſon to ex- 
„ pect, I will anticipate the ſtroke of fare, 
and quiet it“ 
The horrid reſolution, with which he 
concluded this melancholy repreſenta- 
tion, aggravated the pain it gave me, 
ten thouſand fold. O! beware,” I ex- 
claimed, of indulging ſo dangerous a 
6, thought; of tempting the wrath of hea- 
ven, by diffidence in its goodneſs, and 


* power! A crime, which reaſon and re- 


* ligion equally forbid ; and We 2855 
scan excuſ ee. 
« Reaſon,” he anſwered, «6 prompts me. 
„to fly from evil” / 
But not to a greater, J interrupted 
Wh eagerly: Not to evils, from \which 
© there is no flying, no poping for relief. 
„Of thoſe evils,” he replied with 8 
« contemptuous ſmile, © I know nothing. 
& The phantoms, with which ſuperſtitious 
* ignorance was ſo long terrified, are at 
length ſeen through. Nature ſeeks hap- 


i pineſs; and if I can not find it, in this 
282 * life 


PRINCE AH BerLISs., 211 


« life, I muſt follow the as, into 
15 another; if ſuch there is! It is better 


« not to be, than be unhappy!” 

$1 attempted not to argue with him 
* farther, as J could plainly ſee, by the 
* manner in which he cent himſelf, 


that contradiction would only confirm 
him more ſtrongly in his opinion, and 

perhaps ſtimulate his vanity to haſten the 
2 execution of it. 1 EOT. 


SECTION xu 


44 was diverted from the painful re- 


flections, which ſuch a ſcene naturally 
ſuggeſted, at my return, by the entrance of 
* a perſon, who had been one of the moſt 
intimate acquaintance of my early youth. 
* As I had been informed, that he had 
A waſted his fortune, in every mode of 

idle diſſipation and expence, I was moſt * 
* agreeably_ ſurprized at his appearance, 
0 "Oy! thing in which ſpoke aMuence, and 


* a mind at caſe. He ſaluted me with the 


* warmeſt profeſſions of regard; and we 


8 * inſtantly continued our former i kind, 
* as if it had never been interrupted. 
After ſome reciprocal inquiries of per- 

45 ſonal Lat J informed him of the 


3 


. 1 converſation, 
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* converſation, which had paſſed, at the 
© viſit, from which I was juſt returned. 

He pauſed a few moments, as ſtruck 


© by what I had ſaid, then with-a Took not 


well aſſured, * I ſhall not pretend,” he 
_ ©ahſwered, to vindicate in all things, 
« either the meaſures of the government, 
or the manners of the age! But the 
* motives of this perſon's diſapprobation, 
„greatly weaken the force of it. He 
« ſpeaks from the rage of diſappointment, 
not from principle. 

« That political corruption, againſt 
&« which he inveighs with ſuch acrimony, 
+ did he himſelf carry to ſuch lengths, 


„ when in power, that it was too groſs to 


7 be ſupported; and occaſioned his de- 

& poſal; nor is there a moral vice, which 
4 hath not ſtained his character; but as 
&« ſome of theſe vices have been retorted 
= againſt himſelf, and he is no longer 


- permitted to practiſe that corruption, 


he now declaims againſt it, in this man- 
ner. But you muſt not truſt too im- 
« plicitly to his repreſentations, Becauſe 
the world does not go, as he hikes, he 
6, modeſtly. ſays it is going to ruin.“ 

The human heart is ſo fond of happi- 


bes, . ve. Sire eh credit to what 
* we 


* 


# 4 


on, 


nt, 


© we. wiſh. I looked upon the gloomy 
* picture, which had been drawn to me, 


to have proceeded merely from the 
clouds, which over-caſt the painter's 


* mind; and did not doubt but my friend 


5 would ſet every thing in a very different 
« light. 


I therefore deſired him to a0quaint 
© me, if there were any reaſons for the 
: approaching war, beſide thoſe publicly 


*piven, which I ſcrupled not to ſay 


were ſo flagrantly unjuſt, that I had 
* reſolved to exert my utmoſt endeavours 
to prevent it. 


« My dear friend,” hs anſwered, ſtaring 


* at me with ſurprize, what you ſay, 


may poſſibly be very true; but theſe 


are matters, about which I never give 
5 myſelf any trouble 
* How! I returned, aſtoniſhed at what 


be Aid, * not give yourſelf trouble about 
matters of the greateſt importance to a 


« ſtate, in which you hold ſo high a rank? 
In the government of which you have 
* ever undertaken a part, not to be exe- 
* cuted without . trouble? You are not; 
* you can not be ſerious! But this is a ſub- 

« ject, moſt improper for pleaſantry) ? 
#1 {peak my ſentiments, 1 aſſure you! 
he 
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* he replied; | 4 1 never did, nor ever will 


give myſelf trouble about any thing. 
” ff 1 would have taken trouble, with 
© matters of this nature, I might proba- 
14 bly: habe conducted them myſelf. My 
<« putpoſs is to enjoy the pleaſures of life, 
& while I can, without troubling myſelf 
* about conſequences, which all my trou- 
&* ble may not be able to prevent.” 

* But! ſaid I, interrupting him ſhortly : 
«If - you were determined not to take 


% 


trouble, why did you take an office, 


© which required it? You know my plain- 
* neſs! Is it conſiſtent with a juſt ſenſe 
of honour, or even with common ho- 
neſty to take the Vages, without doing 
F the work! n / 

& You were always an enthifiaſt ” he 
4 anſwered with a forced ſmile; «and I 


„ find you will ever remain one. | I was 
_ * in hope, that ſeeing the world would 


* have opened your mind; and ſhewn you 
« the abſurdity of ſuch antiqtsted notions. 
1 Trook. the office, becauſe I had occaſion 
for the emolumehts of it; as the viſier 
gave it, to attach me to his intereſt: 
„And on the fame terths, is n office 
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6e If you imagine, that any one under 


« the viſier preſumes, in virtue of his 
office, to do any thing, you are utterly 
& miſtaken. . It is he, who virtually does 


every thing; and all the other officers 
*« of the ſtate are no better than cyphers 
following him, to add to his conſe- 


“ quence, 


— 


8 E C T 10 N XIII. 
83 BUT let us wave a ſubject, on 1 which 


4 we only waſte our time. I have come to 
« requeſt a favour from you, which I pro- 


4 miſe myſelf you will not refuſe me. 
_ * You muſt know, that lam in one of 


* the moſt whimſical ſituations, poſlible to 
be conceived. You remember our old 
friend Mago. The intimacy, which | 
1 begun with our lives, hath continued 


* tothis day; though it was lately endan- 


* gered by one of the oddeſt accidents, 


W ever happened. Can you think 
tr it poſſfble, that he and I ſhould fall in 
* love with each other's wife, and ſucceed 

„in our loves too? _ 
_ Rs as we ect wiſh, neither of 
us ſulpecting the other, till growing too 
ſecure, 
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4 ſecure, he happened one day to ſurprize 6 


his wife and me in a ſituation of more 6 
& familiarity, than common forms allow, 


Tou know his haſty temper. He drew iſ « 


his ſabre inſtantly, and advanced to ct 


1 am not a coward : but I know not 
“how it happened. A qualm of con- 
e ſcience I ſuppoſe came upon me; and ce 


„ 1 did not care to run the dezund of M «< 


b him to a better, which would bring us 


ec odds were againſt him; but that- if he 


< me in kind the good office I had done 
de him; and then there would be nothing 


« loſing my own life in fo fooliſh a cauſe . 


or adding his death to the injury I had « 


already done him. 
Itherefore demanded a parley, ſword 4 


& in hand; and after ſome preliminaries, MW <« 
* in making which I believe I looked 


25 filly enough, I frankly told him, that 
ein the way he ſought ſatisfaction, the 
& would take my advice, 1 could direct 


more upon a level; this was, to return 


5 to complain of, on either ſide. 
+ The look he gave me, as I ſaid this 


7 is not to be deſcribed. - He fixed, his 15 


140 eyes upon me, for a few moments, to Ant 


2 « ſee if ] was ſerious then burſting into M +<B 


Bs a loud 1&1 


is all the difficulty. | 


PRINCE of BETL1s... 217 
«a loud laugh, - * Give me your hand, 
brother; ſaid he: I applaud your pru- 
« dence; and to tell you. a ſecret, have 
“not waited for your permiſſion, to do 
hat you propoſe. So let us c'en ſhake 
hands, and make the beſt of our bar- 


% From 3 l was W and 
A good-fellowſhip | between us; to make 


„ which, as we thought, the ſtronger, and 


te as the affair had ſome way taken wind, 
« we repudiated our own wives, reſpec- 
« tively, and wedded thoſe of each other, 


4 to ſatisfy their delicacy, nog gain their 
Ly regutations.”'— 


My indignation, which had been rifg 


* ſtill, higher, at every word he ſpoke, 


© could; be reſtrained' no longer. How, 1 
© exclaimed; © wed a woman of whole 
* diſhonour you were yourſelf a witneſs! 
What! though, you were an accomplice 
in her guilt, your participation lefſened' 
not. the crime in her; nor gan you expect 
« that ſhe will be more faithful ta;you, than 
* ſhe was / to your friend. In che firſt ep 
A woman, who hath 
* onee ſurmounted that, ſeldom feels any 


« relyQtance to proceed. in he. re way. 


Relate your on hannur W 92 
Vor. „ L « You 


* 7 5 1 ch 
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Lau are too ſqueamiſn! quite too ff @ 
4 ſqueamiſh?” he interrupted, not deſiring MW 
to hear more. The world is grown 4 
„ wiſer, than to view theſe matters in fo 4 

«+ ferious a light, as formerly. How can 
% man's honour be imjured by the leviy fl @ 
25 N 2 woman? That is another of thoſe I «. 
* antiquated. abſurdities, which are now IM « 
1 * laughed at; and you 105 ſoon 55 4% 
* aſhamed =: "Wa 
4 As to her future conduct, that i is "Re 4 
6. own affair. If ſhe ſhould be caught 5 
* tripping, ſhe knows the conſequence, 10 
„What is paſt is nothing. Cuſtom on « 6 
“ ſanctified theſe matters. 1 
But to return to my N The 144 
6 miſchief now is, that this ſecond mar- « 
i xiage has ſpoiled all. 'Whether it is the I « | 
thought of reſtraint, or that there is I «, 
* ſomething diſguſting in the name of 
* matrimony, I know not; but ſo it hath « , 
happened, that we were all ſoon ſur- iſ « , 
56 feited of eee eee fot 1 
WM r e « x 
. Now as this is a new 1 n will 
e ereate a good deal of impertinent noiſe, 
and be attended with much trouble and 
delay, what I propoſe is to have a law 
bas 108 * ee” | 
MBE 


tos 4 of. wives, as often as all the parties are 


ing WW © willing; and then the numbers, who, I 
n © know, will take advantage of it, will 


1 fo Keep us in countenance. 


can « The favour, therefore, which I have 


vity « to requeſt: of you, is to introduce the 


oſe matter for me to the legiſlature, as a 


ow i « thought of your own, which occurred 
be „ to you, in your travels, on obſerving 
Ide evils, which univerſally attend in- 
her « * difſoluble marriages. | 
ht The ſobriety of your character will 
2 give weight to the ſcheme; and obviate 
nas «.the perſonal alluſions which would be 


* made, if I were to take the lead in it 


he il « myſelf, You may alſo; to make the 


ar- 1 thing ſtill more popular, add, that n 
he * ſingte man ſhall ſuffer for having an 


1s * amour with a married woman, provided 
of I © he will take her off her huſband's hands, 


th „and marry her himſelf, which will 
r- WW «© endear you to all ranks of people, much 
of «© more: than oppoling the war; ſuch mar- 


4 riages, though allowed at preſent, and 
i ſometimes practiſed, being attended with 


ie, I © fo much trouble and expence, that very 


few can afford them, whereby many a 
wife is obliged to baulk her inclinations, 
“and many an huſband to wear his horns 
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in ſilence; for want of ſuch a law to re. «x 
lieve them.“ | | 


*C 

| — 

= E C Tl O OE x. „7 

x * 

9 Know not whether my chic or 
© contempt was moſt moved by this propo- W «< 


* ſal, Such a law, as you mention, I W « 1 
« replied," © ſeems to be the only thibg 
wanted to. compleat that diſſoluteneſs, 

* which marks the character of the Byrſan I « ,, 


© nation, with deeper diſgrace, than ever. - 
-* diſhonoured any other people. 8 
A legiſlature, which had a juſt ſenſe n 


of honour, inſtead of authoriſing, would 0 
* uſe every poſſible means to prevent ſuch 4b. 
infamous marriages. Marriages, which. to 
defeat the very intention of marriage, by « th 
providing a reward for that breach of « of 
faith, which it was inſtituted to prevent. 


Ws The law, too evidently neceſſary is to 2 
brand public vice, with public infamy; 8 
and prevent a repetition of the breach of = 
matrimonial fidelity, by prohibiting the in. 
* offender from ever marrying again. by 
Indeed, fo ſacred ſhould the honour of th. 
* the female ſex be held, that a woman, ble 
who could ſo far forget ber own 2 0 


as to ſuffer ſeduction even in a ſtate of 
| l ee 
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© freedom, and without the additional guilt 


* of conjugal infidelity, ſhould not be ad- 


* mitted to marry even with her ſeducer. 
As the crime is indelible, the Fee 
ſhould be inevitable. £ 

Such was the ſenſe of that people, | 
* whoſe ſuperior virtue over-turned the 


*.diflolute city of Carthage, and forced 
our anceſtors to fly from their. native 
country; a fate, which evidently threa- 
tens their degenerate offspring, and this 


more diſſolute city of Byrſa.'—Saying 


* which I turned away in diſdain, waving 
my hand to him to depart. 8 
The horror, with which I was ſtruck 


0 by the converſation of theſe men, is not 


to be expreſſed. I held it as impoſſible; 


* that a ftate, in which the only firm bond 
*of human connection, mvral virtue, is 


* univerſally broken, ſhould not ſeparate, 


* and fall to ruin; as I know it to be, for 


„ 


£ * any. other than religious principles to ſup- . 


* Port man, through the evils inevitably 
* incident to his nature; a truth, confirmed 
* by too many melancholy inſtances among 
the Byrſans, who ignorant of the illimita- 
ble extent of divine mercy, or not daring 
to look up to it, ſunk into deſpair, on 


the diſappointment; and raſniy 
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threw away lives, which a better ſenſe 
might have rendered happy to them- 
ſelves, and uſeful to their country. 
Diſcouraged as I was by theſe reflec- 
{oY tions, I knew it to be my duty not to 
« deſpair of the public welfare, or relax 
my endeavours to promote it; and there- 
fore reſolved to go without farther delay 
* to the king, and lay my ſentiments of 
the war before him. 
As I. was departing "Os my own 
© habitation for this purpoſe, I was ſtopped 
4 by a ſtranger, who. ſaid, with a myſte- 
* rious look, that he had an affair of im- 
« portance to impart to me- 

On my retiring with him, into an 
inner chamber, he told me, he was ſorry 
to trouble me, on a diſagreeable occafion; 
but that his friendſhip for the perſon 
who had juſt left me, would not permit 
© his refuſing to come from him, to de- 
mand ſatisfaction for my treatment of 
6 him, in our laſt converſation. 
Such a demand ſtruck me with the 
« ſtrongeſt aſtoniſhment. I anſwered, that 
his friend muſt certainly-be miſtaxen, as 
] could not charge myſelf with having 

© treated him, or any other man ill in 
1 my life. 

1 ſuppoſe 


( Parnce of BeTLris _ 
8 1 ſuppoſe he thought I was terrified, 


t ati therefore that he might the more 
« ſafely preſs upon me. He replied with 


* haughty air, that his friend had too 


high a ſenſe of honour to be ſatisfied 
© with ſo poor an evaſion, and that I muſt. 
« either inſtantly meet him, or take the 
* conſequence of my cowardice. 


But he overacted his part. | Such a 


© menace, inſtead of fear or reſentment; 


© raiſed. only my contempr. I anſwered 
© him with the coldeſt indifference, that 
] was ſurprized to hear honour attributed 
to a man, who by his own confeſſion. had 
* forfeited every claim to it; and that if 


' © he thought himſelf aggrieved by my 
treatment of him, he muſt correct the 
conduct, which had given occaſion for 

it; and then he need not fear meeting | 
1 2 the like from me again. — 8 75 


Such a repulſe ſhewed him his error. 


© Lowering the tone of his voice, he ſaid, 
« he hoped I would conſider that it was a 

* delicate point; and wiſhed ſome method 
could be found to adjuſt it, wien 


coming to extremities.” 


But this moderation was affected TY ; 


a late. I replied, that I knew no method, 
6 1 that which 1 had propoſed of his 
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0 changing his conduct in life, upon which 
I would certainly change mine to him; 


and not till then; and that as for the con- 
* ſequences, which he had thought proper 
© to threaten, I gave myſelf no concern 
© about them, as I had too juſt a reſpe& 
for true honour to pay any to the ſhadow, 
vhich he affected to worſhip, or ſubmit 
my own principles to public opinion, by 
deſcending to put myſelf on a level with a 
© man, who had given up every thing really 
L reſpectable, in the human character. 
This was an anſwer, he ſeemed not to 
6: „ine been prepared for. He pauſed for 
© ſome minutes, as if conſidering what to 
reply; and then withdrew without even 
— e is to 950 another word. 


SECTION XV. 


ii n an 4x: che en l 
raiſed by ſuch a ſcene, had ſubſided, I 
went to the king; and in the humility of 
loyal duty examined before him the 
2 cauſe, and looked forward to the conſe- 

* quences of the war; and having ſhewn 
that theſe were as dangerous as that 


was unjuſt, beſought him to interpoſe his 


3M rnd to prevent it, 


He 
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© He heard me with attention; and 

even ſeemed ſtruck with what I ſaid; but 

« without attempting to refute it, anſwered 


in general terms, that the war was 


already reſolved upon; and the minds of 
* the people fo intent upon it, that it Was 
impoſſible to reſiſt them. | 


© Severely as I was affected by * re- 


« pulſe, it was not the only thing which 


* gave me pain, on the occaſion. No 
* ſooner was my diſapprobation of the war 
© known, than I was appointed to a prin- | 
© cipal command i in the army prepared to 


carry it on. 
To a perſon, unacquainted with the 
principles, which prevailed among the 
* Byrſans, at that time, this muſt appear 
a deſigned inſult. But no ſuch thing 
* was thought of; it was intended as a 
mark of reſpect; as a gratification of 


| © the purpoſe of my oppediion, This 8 
muſt be explained. | 5 
There is no human ionſtitinion; n 0 
ever wiſe, and ſalutary in its natural ef. 


* fects, which the depravity of man can not 
< pervert to the moſt pernicious purpoſes. 


The great council, which Narbal had 
2 appointed. to afliſt the foyereign, in the 
6 2 of | government, with their 


advice; 


/ 
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* advice; and watch over the intereſts of EY 


© © the people, with which they, as a part, 1 


+ muſt neceſſarily be better. acquainted Iſl * | 
than he could be, often acted directly «c 
* contrary to that intention, Joſing all con- 6 
« * ſequence under a ſpirited and politic 
prince; and on the other hand, when 64 
* one of a different character offered op- 4 
* portunity, rifing upon his weakneſs, and 6:4 
» ulurping the power,, while he had only *t 
* the name of ſovereignty. &r 
In the former inſtance, honorary. dif ty 


<1 tinctions, and the. emoluments of go- Iſl © 


© vernment always afforded a prince, who ©y 
< had abilities to apply them properly, 54 
< the-means of influencing the members of f 
the council, and making them ſubfer- is 
* vient to his purpoſe ; but thoſe, which i 


they employed againſt him, may not be «x 
© ſo; obvious to you, Fg they were i 
* equally ready. 2 

As the council had a right to delibe- *y 


rate upon the meaſures of government, 1 b 
bit was eaſy for a deſigning member to 


* carp at ſuch, as though neceſſary, and * 
ſtrictly juſt, might appear exceptionable 40 
to a ſuperficial view; in which he was ad | 
' 4 ſureiof being followed by the unthink- g 
41 . populace, N tutelary aſſertor and 'n 


en 


(EA TE; 
| | 


pine of Bemis, 


him to enhance the price of his acquieſ- 
© cence with the will of the prince, or per- 
* haps wreſt his authority out of his hands. 
© Nothing could be a ſtronger proof of 
the wiſdom of Narbal, than that even fo 
groſs an abuſe of his inftitution was not 


ſufficient to counterbalance the advan- 


* tages, ariſing from this council, and 
make the abolition of it novella s'if the 


very means, by which this abuſe was 


* perpetrated, preventing the obvious and 
« worſt conſequences of it; and preſerving 
the great principles of the governianelt 1 
from being loſt. 5 
9 For im order to acquire this popularity, F353 
© it was, neceſſary to explain thoſe princi- 


. «ples. to the people, who ſoon ſaw their | 


* intereſt, and ability to preſerve. them; 


* and though they joined in their abuſe, 


© would never have ſubmitted to i 
being fundamental overturned.” 
* On this ly ſtem therefore the Vitae 


©judging of me, by all thoſe, Whe had 


* on other occaſions oppoſed public mea. 


* ſures, concluded that the readieſt way of 
gaining me to his intereſt, was to give 


me this chef ue the inconfiſtency of 


7 Wy 


guardian of their rights; till as raiſed "43764 
him to ſuch a conſequence, as enabled 
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0 1 an head, and muſt, geeeFarily SL 
vill hear the wache of his = 
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"Þþ my accepting which, with my oppoſition 
Sto the war, was ſafficibntly conntendnced ö 

- 298 by the general practice... _ | 


But ſuch an example had no wolght 1 


| | « with -me; and I refuſed. his offer with? 
* indignation, till my ſovereign” himſelf? 
*condelcending to requeſt my compliance, | 


© perſonal reſpect to him, and a ſenſe of 


the ſacred duty of ſubjection, obliged 
me to accept it, [ROever; e to 
XY my inelination. T“ 9 


How blind, . Temugial | 


« will attachment to a favourite ſyſtem 
make the beſt informed mind? This 
- 4 man, who wanted not wiſdom in other | 
* matters, could ſee no imperfection, in 
the principles of a government, which | 
- 4. teemed with the cauſe of its own difſolus 

5 Leman, from the firſt hqur it was inſtitutech 
A ſtate, in which the power of, the 
i ſovereign can be counterbalanced: by thal 


Hof his ſubjects, is like a body withoub 


mm ruin. 17 i ; 5 3 2 4.5 5 


06 At meckert time. 


Nit 0 2 | | 
75 


